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Iraq backs dow 


Patrick Ensor, Editor 


HANKS to your very positive 
response to thc firat two trial 

issueR, we ure pleasccl to an- 
nouncc a partnership with Le 
Monde diplomatique that will 
make available to our readers an 
English language version of this 
leading French monthly. 

Starting in January 1999, we 
will start publishing Le Monde 
diplomatique on nı monthly basis, 
distributing il with the Guardian 
Weekly to all those subscribers 
happy to pay extra to rcecive it. 
It is only available as a joint 
subscription. See the special 
offer on page 3 of the November 
Diplo, inside this weck's paper. 

‘To discover yuur views about 
this new venlure — and ensure 
that the English versiun of Le 
Monde diplomatique mcets your 
needs — this issue contains a 
readers’ survey. I hope you can 
find the time to answer a few 
questions on page 17, 


ılnvs nol keep his promise Lo permit 
unconulitional weapons inspections, 
as the worlkl breathed a sigh of 
relief that last weekend's air strikes 
lul heen aborted at the 1 It) our. 

As details emerged of the knife- 
ge climbdown, sccured only afler 
US bombers hacl taken off for their 
targets, Washington and London 
insisted that there must now be full 
compliance by Baghdad to destroy 
ils banned weapons. 

President Bill Clinton sald: “Iraq 
agreed to meet the demands uf fhe 
inlernational community to co-opel'- 
ale fully with the Unitecl Nations 
wrapons inspeclors, [raq has backed 
down, but trt is nol enough, Now 
Iraq must live up to ils obligalions. 
Unlil we see complete compliance 
we will remain vigilant, keep up tle 
pressure ancl be ready to act.” 

Brilain's Tony Blair echoerl the 
US president, saying Britain re- 
mained “ready, willing and able” to 
launch air strikes without warning. 

But for all the tough talk, the US 
and Britain lıave little more freeclom 


your stocking 


science and the arts. In recent issues, you could have read 
Ian Hamilton on George Orwell, Marina Warner on 
bodies, Michael Ignatieffon Roosevelt, Jacqueline Rose on 
celebrity, Ross McKibbin on Blair’s Third Way, Timothy 
Garton Ash on Europe’s 20th century, Hilary Mantel on 
women in the French Revolution and Alan Bennett's 
monologue - ‘Nights in the Gardens of Spain’. 


Two literary treats 


Though often serious, the London Review of Books could 
never be accused of stuffiness. While the Observer has 


We would Tike to make Le 
broke olf al e 0 wii 0 Mande diplomatique available to 
described it as ‘Diverse, surprising, rigorous’, the | 0 r UR ay ag 
Sunday Times declared its letters page to be ‘The most | FF | February's agreement with the UN bg r 


to do so. But the speclal offer is 
very good value, and I hope you 
choose to take out a joint 
subscription, or enhance your 
current subscription, 

We are exploring new waya to 
ensure subscriber copies of the 
Weekly reach readera as faat as 
possible. Ifyou have any prob- 


Iraqi women wave portraits of Saddanı Hussein 
Baghdad over the threat of a military attack 


¢ for thelr leader amid tension in 
PHOTOGRAPH: KARIM SAHE 


Washington's deadly soap opera 


industries. Weeks of bomber and 


war with Iraq bringing a price 


3ecrelary-general, Kofi Annan, made 
it hard for Russia, France, China 
and others to oppose military action. 
Buif Iraq is again co-operating, that 
Opposition will return, and pressure 
will mount to ease sanctions. 

US and British sources made 
clear that Unscom inspectors, who 
slarted returning to [raq on Tues- 
day, would be conducting highly 


contentious... in British journalism’. To quote one of 
our readers: ‘Unfortunately, it generates an irresistible 
urge to buy books!’ The book which you won't need to 
buy is Alan Bennett's first story The Clothes They Stood Up In. 
Beautifully printed and bound in hardback, the Observer 


Alan Bennett’s best-selling book The Clothes They eat ۲ : 1 

Stood Up In. If you’re one of the first 25 people Guardlan Reporters 1 / dipl omatique: 
to apply from this newspaper, your copy an Cَإ‎ 1 1 et HE United Sinies and Britain | ME F : special offer 
will be signed by the author, We’ll give NIS f 0 3 


ewhich, 
the great 


Ir) 


you a special card which you can use ® 
to notify the receiver of your gift 
subscription, the first issue of which 
will arrive at the beginning of January Igg9 and 
contain Alan Bennett's Diary. 


Uncensored opinion 


The London Review of Books is a fortnightly magazin 
perhaps uniquely at the present time, keeps alive 


tradition of the literary essay. Wide in scope, subject matter 


losophy, 
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ranges from literature, history and politics to phi 


e م‎ 


` . ¦ Hilary Mantel: Aux Armes, Citoyenne* 


lems or concerns that you would 
called it‘ » Toget searchès for banned COMMENT cruise missile strikes were being E as e ale ا‎ Ed : ier وی‎ a 
1 1 1 ٠ i iologiı lanned to bring th ime to its e result was the US action that | please contact Steve Clarke, our 
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acclaimed book e 


While nuuch of the change in 
policy stems from Bill Clinton's relief 
from domestic pressures after the 
mid-termı election successes, it also 


HILE the primary aim of 
Saddam Hussein's regime 
is to stay in power, its 
longer-term aim is to rebuild its 


day last week — a military campalgn. 
exceeding any of the raids of recent. 
years. It is even likely that it would 
have been larger than. the ralda' 


addréas on page 2) or e-mail 
him at: gwasubs@guardian.co.uk 


In Baghdad, the vice-president, 
iha Yassin Ramadan, said his 
‘ounlry would pursue its struggle 
1? gel sanctions lifted. “The leader 


your free copy - and give someone a superb literary treat 
at half price - send us the coupon with your payment now. 


ship of the Ba'ath al f follows the experience of’ the’ last | plained last February but averted | Hablbie cracks 3‏ ا ن 
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to end Unitéd Nations sanctions and j intact, having had time to disperse | raids were expected to last a month, 


way, enabling him to turn his atten- 
tion to international issues. Second, : 
the US began at last to put some 


its élite of up to a nıllllion people 
doing remarkably well, not least 
through the proceeds of massive oll 


undergone a profound shift, having 
effectively glvên up on Uriscom, If 
now ‘envisages a harsh. process of 


1 threats and to lift th: 
siege he jS an o lift the 


ough Mr Clinton's announcement 
ا‎ US would now work 
a ly for the overthrow of Sad- 
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Hussein signalled gnifican' 2 not least through the | pressure on Israel, relieving some | smuggling operations. Meanwhile 
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2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 1 
,. | Chileans delighted to see | ime perist Stes | freed out of mer homes, out of 8 Briefly /Habibie calls for calm amid protests 
HAT Edward Said left oul 2 


and has been pulling pressure on j are gathered in refuges, which are 
his bitter acc 2| | John @tlnge In Jakarta EE ا‎ 2 ٣ 
û NDONESIAS president, BJ | LA A : EE e a O 


Kurdish rebel 
seeks safe 
haven in Italy 


Pi no Ce het’s م‎ a st exposed the UK and Spain to prevent this. tuning out of fond. 
Arafat betrayecl lıis people by sige NDONESIA'S president, B J 


Krauthammer remembers Tiana- But out of all tlhe horror, il is in- 
i Gs EE E RO 1 n are 0 0 ote the | spiring to see how people are really 

٤ of the population In € e without justice being seen to he ,000 people who died in the US Î organised. Each town has an emer- j ing the W ibi : 
is extremely happy about | done. And so far only a handful of | bombing of Cambodia. He remem- | gency committee, everyone is work- e nh (November Hebibie, has urged protesting 


General Pinochet's troubles, The criminals that belonged to the Î bers the Spanish conquest 500 | ing togetlıer' to rescue others, but tively conclucted a be 2 e ا‎ e ad FEorolgn staff 
exceptions are the right wing, | armed forces, including Manuel | years ago, but forgets the genocide | they desperately need food, medi: Palestinians by the Aunericans. 7, Ake lime, TALY came under intense 


which supports the former dictator, | Contreras, the head of Pinochet's | of lis own native people. He remem- | cine and supplies. Hondurans here induce what concestion: 
and the government which is mak- | political police (the DINA), and | bers the violence in El Salvador, but | in Ocotepeque are already sending | were on e gave assur. fb 
ing every effort to bring him back in | Pedro Espinoza, head of the Caro- | not who propped up ancl armed its | foot and money to help the people | aııces of the security of Israel r ٣ 


pressure this week to extradite 
Turkey’s most wanted mınrı. 


In a nationwide appeal, Mr Habi- 
ie expressed his condolences for 


killed during thı Abdullah Ocalan, leader of the‏ ۳ : ا 
esl and e | thal PKK, the Kurdish sepuratiat‏ ا ortler lo placate the military. bineros (civil police) have been pun- | terrorist government, He remem- | in otlicr parts of the country. But | greater than the ones extracted by‏ 
One has to accept that the gov- | ished. bers that international law is | the help tlıat Hondlurans caıı give is | Menachem Begin at Camp David | | those responsible — including party in Turkey, surrendered to‏ 


ernment's claim for parliamentary But bath Contreras arıd Espinoza | mocked in Kosovo and Iraq, but not | just not enorıgh to meet {he incredi- | More important proniised 
inmuunily for Pinochet is also a legal | only received six years’ iıprison- | in Israel and Indonesia. And he | ble damage the country has suf | among eh ik will wt 
argument given that he İs a senator | ment for ordering the murder of | neglects to mention tlıat the US has | fered. “adopt any position or express 

of the republic. But deep in the | three political opponents. In any | made a major contribution towards | Clare Creo, 


Itallan police after landing at 
Rome airport last week, He is 
believed to have been taken il1 


members of the security forces — 
would be punished. 
But any chance of a positive 


But view” aboul the size of response the protesters was shordy after his arrest, Italian 
heart of the majority (and that Î other country, these horrendous | all this chaos. Ocotepeque, Honduras Israeli withdrawal, if any, ا ر ا اا‎ earlier police round- officials have refused to confirm 
surely includes the president ancl | crimes would have warrauted life | Joh» Orford, oppose” a tınilateral declaralion ola up of 10 opposition politicians, for his whereabouts. 

Ihe governing parties) everyone is | sentences. Misamis Oriental, Philippines Palestinian state. questioning under a law which In a leiter iıı the Italian news- 
happy that the wtole world has Bringing Pinochet to justice Catho ie S§ E Sanbar, covers IreASON. paper La Repubblica, Mr Ocalan 
seen Pinochet and his then govern- | under international law would set an London Although they were later released, said that his misalon was “not 
ment for whal they were — a crimi- | ethical precedent for other heads of HARLES Krauthammer talks of CO Ihe allorncy-general said they were war but dialogue with Turkey, 
nalin charge of a terrorist slate, slate who develop their policies Pinochet as a “victim” — a ncerns suspected of “instigating the people's Europe and the United Siaten. 
It is good to remember that when | through terror, rather bad joke whiclı shows a lack JETER PRESTON is trying lo | | movement". Students responded by What we have done is naybe a 
Pinachet took up hls post as sena- | Sergio Leb Balza, of respect for the true victims of his AST month I wrote an article in gel rid of the US president be | | staging a few small demonstrations, little premature, burt it İs a 
1 lor, the president made a public | Santiago, Chile regime, none of whom ever had the Tablet about the role of | fore his time: there will be "no mort | | while thousands of Jakarta homes political atep towards opening 
1 ا‎ in wlıich he said that “al : access to a fair trial, Catholic independent education. I | Clilun any which way two yar | | lew flags at halfmast in mourning : i. : - 4 | dialogue for peace." 
though it was against his principles The suggestion that Spain has no | believed it was thoughtful, even | this week” {November 8). Barris; | | for those shot by troops last week. | A protester sits in front of Indonesian soldlera bı PHOTOGRAPH: VTASARI Mr Ocalan has led a 14-year 
we all have to accent it because it | JN PORTRAYING Pinochet as a | moral authority to judge anybody, Û provocative. What it was not was "a | deulh, resiguation or removal by inr , | Most of lhe dead were students, al- campaign for self-rule in mainly 
was a constitulional right", victim, Charles Krauthammer | given its colonial past, is unfair, | coded atlack on wealthy Catholics | peachment, the US Coustilulon | | hough four were pro-government | Suharto — whom they wish to see | Musllm fundamentalists hope to s- | has been severely jolted by the | Kurdish southeast Turkey, in 


Even the main rightwing candi- | (November 1) displays an advanced | With regard to General Franco Î who choose to send their children | guarantees him being in ntlice unil | | viglantes killed by an angry crowd. | put on trial for corruption — was far Î cure concessiuns in return for their | army's behaviour. one of the most violent conflicts 


date for the presidency, Joaquin | form of selective amnesia. He hopes | (who died 23 years ago), Mr to higlr-profile [non-Catholic] public | January 2U, D1. The Jakaria Red Cross says six j less wealthy than has been reported | support. The roundup included Sukmati j to have troubled the region. 
Lavin, is suggesting thal Pinochet | we cannot remember what hap Û Krauthammer should know that | schools" (Catholic tastes, Novem- | R Ter Warfield. students are still missing. in the media. Synıpathetie’ observers of lhe | Sukarnopulri, a laughter of the first | Some 29,000 people have died 
should retire from political life to | pened to the last democratically | even during the worst spell of his | ber8). Kyoto, Japan Mr Habibie said the main de- Mr Habibie still has consiclerable Î stuıclent movement warn thal public | Inclnesian presiclent, two retired 2 

allow for reconciliation in Chile, i elected Chilean government or who | dictatorship, in the 1940s, il was In the Tablet, I refer to the lrend | mands of the students for reform | resources on his sicle. Most of the | opinion was iniliully less favuurable | army generals and several prormi- CORES: PE, 
However, no reconciliation is possi- | was behincl its downfall. never as bloody as Pinochet's | among some liberatmindecdl had been mel in the decrees passecl | old political establishment ا‎ {han in Mn ea ell uuuguatluts | cut ULSD, AJ AU SIMUL ad Stitt" 


1 1 1 ۴ IIT i 0 3 7 1 K. 1 ast week calling on Mr 
regime. Catlıolics towards intercomnunionn LIST 1 was nol alone in bein the People's Consulintiye Aca | kw auce, stcy Wilt AI wilh him last week : ment last : 
Nevertheless, it is not "Spain" | with other churches 0 violation of e by Nlairliut Wola 0 oul stûdents lasl week mocked ' armed forces under Gen Wiranlo Mauy people believed tul lhe | Habibie to resigu in Tavour of a 


which would prosecute, but Judge atholic »ipline), i E i jı greg | ' 3 Teport Irom the attorney-general | share a mutual interest with Mr Habibie government should be trunsitional overnnent and for 
Judge | Cal discipline), and lo the silu- | description uf the recunl Rr | «hich said thal former presiclent | Habibie in tnaintaining power. Al Î given a chance, althougl Lhis view | electiuns to be held immediately. 


9 س‎ Ballasar Garzûn, wlıo, incidentally, | ation in one Anglican school where | itiack on i bus queue in Beershek: 
O n 13 ISS has just sent an exminister tu | some Catholics receive (he Eur | as i “luirly ninur atkick” (Nuvetw 
prison for his role in the “dirty war” | charist. “Taken together," I wrote, | ber 1). in sure 4 sinuilar iuciulcut r | 


۴ waged by the Spanish government | “il may be suggested, such develop- | th. UK would nul have buen dir 1 Hague tribunal jails three for torture r E 
an issue | 
0 OL : 


against ETA 15 years ago. Mr | ments do not reflecl the cousidered | missecl xn ligltly. W 1 Nigeri Delic. “Y 
Krautharımer should be better in. | and principled ecumenism of the | John Honig. ا‎ 1 e : Vhyie uf Nigeria, Lold Delic. “You 
formed before referring to Spain's | Seconcl Vien Councll and the e i Sorlthı Wales. ustrnha ` Stephen Bates In Brussels and | commander, Zejnil Delalic, could | been Clearly derelict" in his duty, | displayed i singular brutality in 
amnesia. Anglican-Roman Catholic Inter- Chris Bird in Belgrade have implications for the prosecution | He had allowed those uncler his au- Î causing Lhe deaths of lwo men . . . 
If Mr Krauthammer questions | national Commission, but a shallow : of other war crime sııspecis, wlio | thority to cunmiit the most heinuus | ancl cakuliting cruelty in the torture 
Judge Garzûn's moral authority be- | sentimental appronch to tlıe church EFERRING 10 yuur arti ا‎ AOSNIAN Croat prisun camp | could argue that {hey were not suffi | of offences, without taking clisvipli- j ancl nistreatment of many others. 


: ie. ۳ a 1 f varden antl two Muslims were | ciently connected to the atrovities | nary action. The fourth defendant, a prison ;. 
ZTheGuardiahn hold 1 E ke ly he 0 (ie mrect 2 e secularising ۴ i a Imprisoned by the international war | comınitted by their subordinates. Mucic, wearing dark sunglasses j guard, Esad Landzo, aged 19 at the 
Weakly. uld quest ınself, rementber- | forces of our society." In your reporl | ibuse" (Nivember 8). : eines tribunal in The Hague this Mr Delalic told Ihe courl: “Let me | and with a gold cross on a chain | tinıe, admitted 17 counts, including 


ing that the US has been an enthusl- | this has become: “Fr Lev accuses | is wrongl The United Church 
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i “eek fûr a reign of terror that in- | thank you for a just and fair judg- | around lıis neck, was seen to smile | three killings and the torture of 


pir arme Shr ا‎ astlc pravtiioner of state terrorlsrn. | Catholic parents of a shallow serti | Canatcla is different from Canadian: 


1 , Juded ink it i ise juclg- | as the sentence was pronounced. three other inmates in the camp, 
| Perhaps Mr Krauthanımer is wor. | mental approach to their church." | I also perpetuates a belief 1 Serbs iE E 1 n 1 e DE Ey ORO EE The 500-page judgment sail: “He | and was sentenced to 15 years im. Rakit. ٠ اه‎ 9 
: ب‎ vor ancl riecl thal if Pinochet is prosecuted, | The reality shift is enough 10 make | nalive lInclians are nol Canadians. But the panel of three judges ac- | lit] haş even increased my trust in | was the person with the primary | prisonment. Ocalan: arrested last week 
/ diferent turn. Mako we will flnd out about the "inappro- | you dizzy. 2 Alan lupin, | ‘aumbia quilted a Muslim military comman- | tlıis institution." responsibility for the conditions in | The court said the sentence re- 
siir YOU get your bit ts = every wêek - SUbStıibe to Th priate relallonship" between the dic. You referred misleadingly to | Unipersity of British Columbia, der after ruling {hat he did not have | The Australlan prosecutor, Grant | which prisoners were kept. The | flected his youth, inıpressionability | in clashes between his support- 
Guardian V E : lator and the CIA, which brought | falliug numbers, in fnct, our families | Cunadt ` command and control of Celebici | Niemann, immediately announced | trial chamber is appalled by the | and immaturity, but added: “The | ers and Turkish security forces. 
E 0 ۷ OU drt Pinochet to power. come from all over the country, anl ` 1 amp. in central Bosnia, in 1992. an appeal against his acquittal. inadequacy of the food and water jÎ nature of his crimes is suggestive of Italy's communist justice min- 
Erancho Beltrn, Ampleforth has just had tle biggest bing tht The judges decided that Mucic, | supplies and medical and sleeping | ... a perverse pleasure in the inflic-  iater, Olivlero Diliberto, must 
Subsoription ratag Zaragoza, Spain enlry overall in 10 years. Our 13+ HE problem اا‎ 1 The aged 43, was commander of the | facilities ... as well as the atmos | tion of paln and suffering.” confirm Mr Ocalan’s arrest next 
United Kingdom ت‎ | ME hok pad, ad, e | 1 USA cilen O camp, and sentenced him to seven | phere oi terror.” The case, which has lasted | week, If he does, he then has to 
Europe, LSA, Canada 2 0F quiries about the school lave risen | Untied Slates of gk than years in jail for 11 breaches of the | Two Muslim soldiers were also | 19 months, is the first to involve Î decide whether to accede to 
Reat ol tha World £6 £12 H ondur ans rf ally by 30 per cent in lhe last year. description, or label, rat lution if: Geneva convention, They said he | convicted. Mucic's deputy, Hazim | Muslims rather than Serbs, but it Is | Turkey’a request for extradition. 
$ || Weekly e-malî edition frea to all postal subsorlbere. , The Rev Leo Chamberlain, name. However, the call ther | had command and control of guards | Delic, aged 34, was given 20 yearsin | only the second which has resulted | Several senior members of 
2 : to disas ter eaiuiater, quite simple: they can “THE! which convicted Nazi and | who committed nine murders, j jail for 13 counts of breaches of the | in convictions after a trial. Italy's month-old government, 
TIRÊ YES - I1 want an unblased vlew of world avante, Ampleforthk College, Yorks S; we call them Japanese officers for the crimes of | tortured six victims, and caused | convention, including two murders | Those convicted will serve their | which includes Marxist minis- 
3Ê Please mall The Guardlan Weekiy to the atdreas below for: Guy English, USA || | Peirsubordinates. suffering and serious injury to four | and two rapes, and the use of elec- .| punishment in any third country | ters for the first time in Š0 yeara, 
1 year] 2 years ITCH has been the worst hur- 9 Pittsford, New ¥arh, However, the fallure to make the | inmates. tric shock treatment on inmates. willing to hold them, most likely in | are in favour of granting Mr 
Complete the ortler form and send it to: ricane of this century in Cen Lille S lost اا‎ | Me principle stick to the Muslim The judgment said .Mucic had “We have been appalled by the | Scandinavia. Ocalan asylum. وای ا نے ا‎ 2 
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That's where the bread will go," he 
said. 

But other social groups are des- 
perately short of money to buy food 
and do nat always have the means 
to grow their own, such as the 
elderly, the disabled, single parents 
and families wilh many children, 

Caroline Hurford, tle Interna- 
tional Comsnittee of the Red Cross's 
spokeswotrnan in Moscow, said the 
ınuch-vaunted economic stabilisa- 
tion of late 1997 and early 1998 had 
done nothing to prevent millions of 
people sliding deeper’ into poverly. 

The ICRC confirmel that the 
problem was lack of money. “As- 
sessmenls showed we could buy 
food parcels locally," Ms Hurford 
said. “The Red Cross is buying all 
lls foocl parcels in Russia," 
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Food alarm in Russia as winter bites 


we're giving food,” said Bertrand 
Soret, spokesman for the European 
Commission office in Moscow. 
“We want to relain soıne kind of 
control over the use of this asals- 
tance, and if you give money it's 
harder to control." 

Mr Sizov said the food priorities 
for the governınent were not so 
much the populalion al large as ils 
two most miserable instilutions — 
its conscript defence force and the 
overcrowded prison system, which 
were both utterly dependent on 
Moscow for food. Russia's prisons 
lıave a pupulalion iıı excess of a 
million people. 

“Il's necessary lo fced the army 
and the prisons. That's the reality. 


of big Russian grain buyers just 
when they were about to conclude 
deals with the farmers. 

The government is accepting 
more than 3 million tonnes of emer- 
gency food aid from the United 
States, and is considering an offer of 
almost 2 ınillion tonnes of grain and 
meat from the European Union, not 
because Russia is desperately short 
of home-grown food, but because 
the government is short of cash — 
and food, rather than money, is all 
thie West iş prepared to give. 

The International Monetary 
Fund suspended payouts of a long- 
term $22.6 billion loan afler Ihe Au- 
gust 17 financial collapse in Russia. 

"Obviously we can't give money; 


argue that the country is not short 
of food, but simply lacks cash in 
circulation, and a banking system 
capable of buying and moving food 
to where it is needed. 

This summer was one of the 
harshest the grain belt has known. 
In wheat flelds from the northern 
Caucasus to central Siberia, farmers 
watched in despair as crops shriv- 
elled in the heat, 

But Andrei Sizoy, an analyst with 
the Russian agricultural consultancy 
Sovecon, said that despite the ap- 
palling harvest, Russian farmers 
lad exported a record 190,000 
tonnes of grain in Septentber. The 
real problem, he said, was the bank- 
ing crisis, which froze the accounts 
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PRESIDENT Clinton 
pay $850,000 to Paul 
Jones, to end her sexual 2 James Meek In Moscow 
ment case against him, REE: aa Ee 
SOLATED regions of Russia 
Washington Diary pat | f cauld run out of food this winter, 
کے ن‎ a United ors see ned 
MUNICH boy, boı last week as efforts to push surpi us 
AF in Gertnnny by Titi Western farm produce Moscow's 
parents, was taken from ther, | f WAY gathered pace, 
and deported to Turkey by The Rome-based Food and Agri- 
Germany's supreme court, i, | cullure Organisation said vast areas 
ee i O LOO | i e pi tk II DO BE 
OEE n 0. ences, 1 rest of the country as seas and 
;: | rivers (reeze, faced a risk of “erratic 
HE agning 1j | odsupplies". 
THE U r 1 | It faked the crisis to the coun- 
dramatic momentum when tie | "¥3 disastrous harvest, which has 
city of Chicago sued 22 fire. |! | been knowu of for months. Most 
arms manufacturers and |. | Russiabased experts, however, 
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Campaign for 
. peace QrOWS 
; lin Sri. Lanka 


| Susannah Price In Colombo 


distributors for saturating local '; 
markets with weapons in the | 
knowledge that they would fall 1 
into the hands of criminals, ' 


B RAZIL signed un to a tough 
austerity programme in 
exchange for a rescue package 
worth $41.5 billion from the 
Internationa! Monetary Fund. 


Washington Post, page lê /A ORA DAYARATNE, a war hera 
1 


who last his arm while pursuiııg 
3 group of Tamil Tiger separatisis, 


` , sihe lalest of u growing number of 


Sri lankanıs calling for an vnd tn the 
ISyearald conflict. 

"We want to prolect {he lives of 
the children of pnor people who go 


' lı war,” he says. “With all my expe- 


rience | now know this is a war iat 
salınot be won. We are wasting lives." 
The growing opposilion lo the 


, war was inspired by a blooclbath at 
1 han 1000 soldiers died when 


rebels figlıting for a Tamil home- 
land seized the northern town of 
Kilinochchi in a three-day battle. 

is a new movement for 
Face, and il's timely," said Kunıari 
aYawardene of the Women's Coall- 


0 


HE European Union’s 2 


financial auditors have 
TCTUSEU UU appa ur lu -.- 


because of irregularities and 
missing money amounting t0 : 
more than 5 per cent of the El"s ' ° 
%105 billion budget. 


1 
N THE last day of the 
Climate Change Convention 

al Buenos Aires, President 

Ctinton signed the Kyoto proto- 

col which will legally bind the 

developed world to reducing | 
greenltouse gases. 


OLOMBIA'S air force com” . tion, which has brought together 

maıder, General José 8roups from all over the couniry to 
Manuel Sandoval, resigned afet call for peace talks. “The débûcle at 
an airforce cargo plane carrying chchi really made people stop 
740k of cocaine was seized by and think again." 


mentbers of business, 
and irade associations 
'ssued a declaration caling on all 


US Customs after it landed at 
Fort Lauderdale airport. 


1 Ieal parties 1o adopt a common 
ERMUDA'S Progressive Policy on peace, 
Labour party swept to vic “We realised that until we solve 


€lhnic problem we can't have 

| fconomic freedom, no roads, no 
ure; everything gets 

lun up or destroyed," said the co- 
‘rdinatling chairman, Lalith Kotela- 
*ala, who was injured in a bonıb 


` | pressure does be Sri 
banke is a democracy ad e 


lectiong and an opposition." ` Rx - UK: OIG HEDL 
lS Jayawnrdene said a8 ehe called Rx - Inu: +44 I64 GHG 
Tic ins to “put aside petty con- 8 


tory in the island's general elec 
tion, ending thé Cuntêr' 
30-year rule. 


ENNETH NOYE, the maln 


suspect in a road rage ٤ in Colonıbo in 1996. 
der, opted to fight extradition 1 1 But one of the biggest obstacles 
Britain and remaln on reman , Peace is the lack of agreement 
in a Spanish prison. the (wo main political |: 
2 بل ا ا‎ Alia ‘he governing People's 

٣ xar we ald the opposition United . 

E triala arê to be ginal . The governmenl has 
Fi next year of a techniquê f nable to implement its plans 
could lead to development of“ | | | Pr liuiled devolution because it 
vaccine against the virus e “pnosilion sııpport. 
causes Aids, after it boosted i. د‎ low can yoıı ever expect the 
Jevels of inmuine system Tet 1 „And Tigers to come 
inmonkeys.: . . ` . | | her if you cat get the Iwo 
5 0 اام‎ ¡parties to talk,” said one ex- 

. E i 0 essman. 

IX people went on trial 1 8 sra Dave been street demon- 
SES aceused of runin Î | af gos lur peace, and one grotıp 
global cali-girl ring whose Cj en blocked the centre of 
allegedly Included film ata «| O during rush hour.’ 
politiciané, arms dealers, 2 confldent that mass 


lana Beriosgva hl; 


heavy rhetoric was a world apart 
from the Asiai way of expressing 
criticism. Malaysian officials will 
consequently be able to dismiss it as 
“Western lecturing". Mr Clinton's 


wrong signals. 

Mr Gores speech distracted 
attention from the one piece of good 
news at the summit: a new $10 bil 
lion package to revitalise the Asian 
economy. The US will contribule 
$5 billion, matching the same sun 
from Japan, the World Bank and tle 
Asian Development Bank jointly, 


ا س 
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aber ° wi ASU “sena out lhe 


Gore lectures leaders on Asian democracy 


Dr Mahathir, a vocal proponent 
of socalled Asian values, was over- 
heard saying: “T've never seen any- 
body so rude.” 

"People's powsr" evokes the 


--Philinninra’ anti AAaenaa- raue lution --| 


and dof nei is the Vietnamese term 
for perestroika. Last weekend 
supporters of Mr Anwar were hosedl 
by fire engines when they shouted 
“reformasî" in Kuala Lurnpur. 

While several leaders of the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Forum have made 
clear their distaste at the apparent 
political motivation behind Mr 
Anwar's detention on charges of 
corruption and sodony, Mr Gore's 


N aS HUR LAI IAG 
SS. BIY - PEN a 


Honduran women struggle through the streets of Comayaguela aa 
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Î state princed ahd million! 
„businéeédmén..  .. : 


` ıe alê of 6: ; E 


$64 nılllion by waîviiğ payments 
due before 2002. 

Honduras owes Britain $2.2 mil- 
lion out of its total foreign debt of 
$4.4 billion, wlıile Nicaragua owes 
$1.3 million from its $5.8 billion, 

Oxfanı and other aid groups want 
a mecting of all creditors and the 
international flnanclal instltutions lo 
discuss speeding multilateral debt 
reliel Neither Honduras nor 
Nicaragua can qualify for reduction 
in thelr loans until they have spent 
three years on an IMF programme 
of economic reform. 

Oxfara's policy adviser, Tony Bur- 
den, sald bilateral debts should be 
written off and and multilateral debt 
reduced to levels that release 


Nicaragua, he said, "allocatés at 
of government revenue to debt 
servicing, and Honduras a third of . 
revenue. Oxfam suggests this 
should be reduced to a limit of 5 per 
cent ofrevenue for both countries." 

Britain's Treasury is opposed to 
unilateral debt’ write-offs, arguing 
that rich lender countries benefit, 
rather than the debtor, Under World 


Bank rulea, creditors agree to re- Î: 


duce thélr loans in proportion to 
fiow much of the total debt stock is 


the overall loans burden rather than 
writing'it off, Hf one county caricels 


all debt, ' it simply réduces the | 7 russAn talle 


amaıint othêr creditors havè to pay. 
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owed’ to them. ” Because most 
` rescheduling agreements reduce 


they begin to rebuild their shattered lives 


Calls rise-for debt relief 


Charlotte Denny 


e aiia REET 
C UBA last week became the lat- 
est country to write off its loans 
to the Central American countries 
ravaged by Hurricane Mitch, 

Havana's announcement that it is 
cancelling repayments on a loan 
worth $50 million followed earlier 
moves by France and Spain to write 
off their loans to the region. The 
World Bank also announced that it 
was making up to £200 mlllion avall- 
able and Britain has promised $16 
million in aid. 

Hurricane Mitch killed an esti 
mated 10,000 people, left hundreds 
of thousands homeless and de- 

c_ infrastructure. 
Worst hit were Hoidurms—ari 
Nicaragua which appealed for for- 
eign debt relief at a summlt of Cen- 
ral American presidents last week, 

Aid groups urged Britain to re- 
verse ls opposition to unilateral 
debt cancellatlon. Britairt wants a 
co-ordinated approach to debt relièf 
for the region by the West. The UK 
also favours setting up a trust fund 
to meet short-term ‘debt: service 
obligations. 


Brown, anid the Internatlonal Devel- 


nounced that they had written to the 
World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund calling for a morato- 
rium on debt service payments. - 
France ' has written off loans 
worth $30 -million. The Spanish : 
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finance minister, Anwar Ibrahim. 
The speech enraged his hosts. 

“From Thailand to South Korea, 
Eastern Europe to Mexico, demo- 
cracies have done better in coping 
with. acnnnmir_erleas than nafinne_ 
where freedom is suppressed," he 
sald to an audience including the 
prime minister, Mahathir Mohamad. 

"And so, among nations suffering 
economic crises, we continue to 
hear calls for democracy and reform 
in many languages. People's power, 
doi mot, refarmasi. 

“We hear them today — right 
here, right now — among the brave 
people of Malaysia,” Mr Gore said. 


John Qlttings 


ا ت 
HE United States vice-presi-‏ 
dent, Al Gore, got off to a‏ 
sticky start at the Asian-‏ 


Tarifle  Fennnmi?  CnanPrafian 
summit in Kuala Lumpur on 
Monday wlıen he offended his 
Malaysian hosts n a banquet 
speech which backed the pro- 
democracy reform movement. 
Developing President Bill Clin- 
ton's argument that democracies are 
better at solviıug economic crises, Mr 
Gore, wha was standing in for Mir 
Clinton, chose a punchline that 
Invoked the spirit of Malaysia's ex- 


س 


` . The UK Chancellor, : Gordon 


` opment Secretary, Clare Short, an- 


would declare a Palestinian state on 
May 4, when the five-year-old Oslo 


from 2 per tert of the West Bank by 
this weekend, 

In spite of this latest delay, it is 
still fikely that the Wye agreement 
will be implemented. The terms are 
assured the support of some 90 of 
120 Knesset menıbers, and Mir 
Netanyahu's speech was aimed 
chiefly at hardliners who lave 
threatened to topple his coalition. 

On Monday Jewish settlers from 
Kedumim, 8km west of the mainly 
Arab city of Nablus in the West 
Bank, trled to set up two trailers on 
a hilltop. 

Keduntin's mayoress, Daniela 
Weiss, said that the group had been 
encouraged by Mr Sharon: “We 
understood that the attitude of the 
Israeli government is that he who 
holds the land determines: «policy 
€ are acting accordingly.” 
€ 3 Ta 
by Israeli police, but sı 
would return, < 


Zimbabwe troops desert war 


Israel halts West 
Bank withdrawal 


س 
Davld Sharrock in Jerusalem‏ 
eee‏ 


SRAEL on Monday suspended 
its commitment to give territory 
back to the Palestinlans, saying 

that their leader, Yasser Arafat, 

nıust first publicly relract a pledge 
to declare statehood next May. 


` Tir tivurCturcutr arnt ”asme-= |: 


counlry’s foreign minister, Ariel 
Sharon, urged Jewish settlers to 
grab more West Bank land to keep 
il out of Palestinian hands. 

"Everyone should take action, 
should run, should grab more hills. 
We'll expand tlıe area. Whatever is 
seized will be ours. Whatever isıı't 
seized will end up in their hands, 
That's the way it will be . . . Thats 
what must be done now" Mr 
Sharon said last Sunday. 

His comments were quickly fol 
lowed -by- an announcement in par- 
lament by the prime minister, 
Binyamin Netanyahu, that the 
army's withdrawal from part of the 
West Bank, due to start this week, 
was being suspended, 

These declarations are the latest 
hostilities in the war of words that 
has raged since Mr Arafat and Mir 
Netanyahu signed a *landior- 
securlty" pact last month, after talks 
at the Wye River plantation in Mary- 
land brokered by the Uniled States, 

The accord envisaged Israel with- 
drawing from 13 per cent of the 
West Bank over a three-nıonth 
period to be completed by the end of 
January, Botlı sides had pledged to 
Avoid "unilateral actions”, but Israel] 
has announced that construction of 
a big Jewish neighbourhood in an- 
nexer! aast Jerusalem wil] begin — a 
move condemned DY Washingto: 

Last weekend Mr Arafat told 
Palestinian supporters at a West 
Bank rally tlıat come what may, he 


‘government wlll gîvé up’ about 


PPOSITION to Zimbabwe’s day for duty in Congo. There are 
role in the Congo war has estimated to be 11,000 Zimbab.- 
led to soldiers deserting the wean troops in Congo, helping 
army, torites Andrew Meldrum | President Laurent Kabila re- 
f» Harare, pulse rebel fighters sponsored 
More than 50 troops, includ- by Rwanda and Uganda. 
ing some officers, have refused © Soldiers opened fire on rioters 
to go to Congo. They have been in eastern Zimbabwe last week, 
arrested, Several are suing the killing one person, during an anti- 
government, arguing that in- government strike, Shops and 
volvement in the war is unconsti- | businesses all over the country 
tutional and therefore invalidates | were closetl after workers heeded 
thelr contracts of service, calls from the Congress of Trade 
The army is reportedly trying Unions to stay at home in protest 
to encourage officers by offering | against economic mismanage- 


them the equivalent of 8300 a ment and soaring inflation. 
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four of his cohorts for a string of 
cross-border ctimes. The case has 
touched off a debate over the in- 
tegrity of Hong Kong’s legal system 
following its return to Chinese rule 
last year, 

The Guangzhou Intermediate 
People's Court pronounced Cheung 
‘Tzekeung and 35 of his followers 
guilty of a list of felonies spanning 
seven years. 

According to court testimony, 
Cheung’s band extorted more than 
$200 million in kidnapping fees from 
Hong Kong tycoons, and robbed 
jewellery stores of gold worth 
nearly $1 million. 

Critics sald that allowing China lo 
try Cheung and his gang set a bnd 
precedent because İt wotıld send 4a 
signal to communist authorities thal 
they could prosecute people in China 
for crinıcs commited in Fong Kong. 


™ Money troubles breed China protests 


outside Guiyang, provincial capital 
of Gulzhou, marched into the city to 
complain about land taken to build a 
new county town. They carried ban- 
ners proclaiming, “We want demo- 
cracy, We want justice”. 

Earller this month a senior mem- 
ber of the National People's Con- 
gress — Cao Zhi, the standing 
committee vice-chairman —~ warnecl 
that unemployment was creating a 
new crime wave: “În the ong run, 
only by developing the economy 
can enough jobs be provided to ab- 
sorb laid-off urban workers or sur- 
plus rural labour," he sald. 

John Pomgret in Guangzhou adds: 
A court last weck sentenced to 
death a Hong Kong gangslcr and 


Plaase send me furiher details of the new 
Britannla International 30 Doy Nolice Account. 


TIE MR/MRS/MISS/MS 


displayed In 1989 when they 
blocked the roads to support stur 
dents in Tiananınen Square demon- 
sirating for Ilberalisation, But 
protests by jobless workers are now 
common in many Chinese towns as 
failing state Industries shed labour 
and cut wages. 

Rural discontent is even more 
widespread. One recent report at 
tributed to top officials said that 
there were more than 10,000 cases 
of “unruly incidents” by angry peas- 
anis last year. The most common 
complaints are high taxes, delays in 
state payment for crops, and inade- 
quate conipensation for land taken 
for highways and development. 

On October 26, peasanis from 
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The Chinese authoritles — as the 
agency reported — have been at 
pains recently to show they are 
cracking down on financlal crime. 
But the protesters, who are demand- 
ing government compensation, say 
that the company’s original owners 
had state backing, and that its deal- 
ings should have been monitored. 

The sight of angry “common 
people” protesting is now familiar in 
Beijing. In recent days, laid-off work- 
ers have marched, sacked staff of the 
Nationalities Hotel have staged a sit- 
down protest, and families evicted 
to make way for development lave 
shouted outside City Hall. 

Beijing citizens have a tradition of 
independence — most strikingly 
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of Ministers. Can a 

than 20 countries ب‎ 
with a system of national ¥ 
which Greece has 1ısed to slp 
policy lowards Turkey, or ls tfi: —artiings in Hong Kong 
time (lo move towards mje | John GIttings in Keng 
voting? This waa tlre issue tuts EARLY 200 victims of a 


nearly sank tlıe Aınsterdam 8 
negolialions tlıat they decided financiel swindle marched 


o through Beijing last week — 
decision could wait untll grassrool becorn- 
future (late, | aform of وت ن ا‎ 
That future 1s now upon us, hb increasingly who lost money in 
course of the next seven mont kf: Belingcbased Xinguo Da 
the end uf tie German preside’ پا‎ company, were outraged at 
these three big issues are suppost that appeared to exonerate 
fo be resolved. That is why Um ی‎ nent FOR responsibility. 
will be Jour EU summits of hesi | "Xinhua news agency 
gaverıment in (hal periad. blamed the fraud or three 
The prospects are grim. The | «gyindlers" led by a Taiwanese who 


reform is already faltering, Fru 
Fischler, the agriculture com 
sioner, has presented his rehm 
proposal, It is based on the prindf: 
that the EU will no longer subsidy 
food prices, but will allow thent: 
adjust to world levels. He propos: 
subsidising individual farmers # 
poor areas as a way of maintain; 
{he charms of the rural landscitr 
Britain would love this, even tho 
we ali know the devil is in the ded 
‘The farming lobby hates it, a4 
with all the couplries ald regi 
{hat currently du well front the ¥ 
— France, Denınark, Spain, Gre’ 
and Bavaria. 


bought a futures company in Janu 
ary and then set up a fake trading 
exchange in eastern China, offering 
high inlercst rates to gullible clients. 


Black power 
leader 
dies at 57 


Martin Kettle in Washington 
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‘The battle over tlhe budget will r ا‎ 
dreadful, since Spain, Grecct 4| Curmnlchacl sent a shiver through 
Portugal simply refuse to 2¢ yhile America and triggered an 
that they will no longer be “0 | histori pulse of pricle through û 
vouniries once enlargement De: i generation of black Americans, 
And tle Germans refuse lo awe | hus dlecl from prostate cancer at 
ihe historical lesson that the Ë ' hiç home in the west African 
functions only because they BF’! cruntry of Guinea. 
consistently, been prepared ure, ho wn 57, took his 
underwrile it. nime 

The rows over institutional EE EE 
form have already proved loo bal | .lhmed Sékou Touré of Guinen. 
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Thatcher is finally about to be f | he “lack power” cry of the 
ited on Europe. She always ho’ ا‎ black militant move- 


thal enlarging the EU would rt | ment, which he was widely seen 
clude its deepening Into a edet |85 personlfying but within which 
syslem, just as she knew (hat € was aflen f solitary voice, 

budget rebate was storing up t* 7 Jesse Jackson said he visited 


le for the future, and that CAPr* | Ture at his home in Guinea dur- 
torin would wreck the central foc 0 trip to Africa last week. 
of the EU as we have known il # | le wanted his last daya to be 
we embark on this grand histo | Guinea and in west Africa. He 
venture of enlargement, we sh 0 to be among the people 
hear her slırill tones cackiing n #* و‎ He was determined to 
months and years to come. is Hfe to transforming 
and Africa,” Mr 

` | Jaekson added. 

most algnificant thing about Ji | "Hewas committed to ending 


affair is that, ll | Cal apartheid in our country, 
handling of the He to bring those walls 


end, after all the em e 
ions it bı dom | Om. 

e rage the rit | dune 1966, three weeks 

thing. mig iS 25th birthday, Ture 
after lhe Novem ; cry of “black power" 

a reee afections, there wt? | 28e led a freedom march in 

furry of speculation that Caton by bij OPI. He later wrote that 
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the biggest and toughest of these 
poorer countries, says it will block 
reform rather than forgo Its income 
trom the EU, which is worth more 
than $10 billlon a year. Germany has 
said it is no longer willing to act as 
Europe's bankroller. And Britain 
has said il will not give up the an- 
nual $3 billion budget rebate Mrs 
Thatcher won 15 years ago. 

Third, the EU has to work out 
how to adapt an institutional system 
designed for six countries to a much 
bigger administrative operation 

mbracing more than 20 nations. 


دوعتو تو ووا 
missioners in Brussels, onê tot êûth‏ 
country and two for the bigger‏ 
ones, which nıost insiders reckon is‏ 
already too many.‏ 

If the current rules stand, the 
next wave of members will ıısher in 
seven more commissioners, be- 
cause Poland reckons it is big 
enough to warrant two represent- 
atives. Then there will lave to be 
new jobs found inside the Commis 
sion for Poles, Czechs ad Slovenes, 
aud a re-weighlinyg of the various 
nallonal votes inside the Council 


Jones that the resumption of the 
sexual harassment case would cre- 
ate an atmosphere of sympathy 
which would wash over into tlie imt- 
peachmenut debate. Believe it or not, 
Clinton even intended to give ev 
dence from the witness box in the 
Jones case, whenever it came to 
court. 

At some point this summer or 
autumn, however, Clinton clearly 
changed his mind. The wat 2rshed, 
one assumes, must have been some 
time after August 17, when Clinton 
gave evidence to Kenneth Starrs 
grand jury on the Lewinsky investi- 
gation and admitted, for the first 
time, to his celebrated “inapprop- 
riate" relationship. 

The talk of settlement began in 
earnest in September, and was 
finally agreed last weekend. In the 
event, Clinton has now agreed to 
pay out $150,000 more than he 
could have pald last year, a settle- 
ment of $850,000. It would have 
been cheaper in. every way 18 
months ago. But even so, the deal 
was wortlı every.cent. 

Clinton’s stubborn refusal to set 
tle the Jores case ‘was a colossal 
error that practically cost him his 
‘office, and it has massively :dam- 
aged his reputation in ways that will 
haunt him to the grave, And yet the 
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have as many farmers aa Britain, 
France aııcl Gerınany combined. 
Before enlargement becomes 
practicable, the EU has to do three 
things. First, it must reform its agri- 
cultural policy, whiclı still accounts 
for half of the EU's annual $90 bil- 
lion budget. The Poles, Czechs and 
Hungarians have all said that they 
assume fhe current level of farm 
subsidies will be available to them 
ance they join. Forget It. This would 
double the cost of the CAP 
overnight. And it would be incom- 


trade talks, where Eur 


Pp 

subsidies for food exports. 
Second, the EU has to sort out its 
own budget payment and transfer 
system. Currently, Germany con- 
tributes close to 3Û per cent of the 
EU budget, but gets back only 15 
per cent of the refunds that come 
through the CAP and structural 
funds, Net contributors to the bud- 
get, such as Gernıany, Austria, 
Sweden, the Netlıerlands and 
Britain, are in effect subsidising 
Spain, Greece and Portugal. Spain, 


character, making -EU-citizens on ا‎ 


commie IFT pi 


Thatcher’s vision 
becoming reality 


der security, from environmental 
and financial standards to budgets 
and the introduction of value-added 
tax, And those are merely the diffl- 
culties that face the applicant coutn- 
iriles,. The really insuperable 
problems of enlargement are those 
that now confront the current 15 
members of the EU as they address 
the costs and reforms required In 
admitting the CEECS, the fashion 
able acronym for the Ceniral and 
Easteın European Countries. 

Now that the single currency Is 
almost launched, the enlargement 
of the EU into central and eastern 
Europe 1s the grand challenge that 
will doıninate European affairs for 
the next 20 years, It will change 
botlı its security priorities and Its 


average considerably poorer. 

The average citizen of the EU 
today has a per capita share of gross 
domestic product of just over 
$20,000 a year. By contrast, the 
39 million Poles have a per capita 
GDP of barely a third of that 
amount, and the 18 million Czechs 
and Hungarians have less than half. 
And these are the advanced new 
candidates, far richer than the hap- 
less Romanians and Bulgarians In 
the second wave, who are less than 
half as well off again as the Czechs, 

The bottom line is that the first 
wave of enlargement will increase 
the population of the EU by 17 per 


the club's GDI LVEF PERL to, |_overnlght. A 
_maintain tlıe breakneck pace of eco- 


nomic growth TU ns’ fHianagearror 
the past three years, it will still take 
at least 15 years before its GDP js 
within striking distance of the EU 
average. 

The admission of the poor East- 
erners will have a dramatlc impact 
amu the way Europe finances its bud- 
get and on the way it pays out its 
structural funds, which are designed 
to even out regional inequalities, And 
It will force a fundamental overhaul 
ol the controvèrslal common agricul 
tural policy (CAP): the Poles alone 


Europe this week 
Martin Walker 


O WONDER they broke out 
the champagne. On the face 
of If, the (ormal negotiations 


for enlarging the European Union 
opened very smoothly last week. 
Six countries came in for the first 
accession talks at ministerial level 
on sererrchapters of the “acquis”, 
1he vast 80,000-page body of EU 
rules and regulations. 

All six countries were told that 
three of these chapters had been 
provisionally completed; research, 
cducation and rules for small and 
medius-sized business enterprises. 
Ministers theıı agreed that there did 
not seem to be serious difficulties 


munications, caltnt"2iielggonm.. 


visual policies, industrial policy, and 
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So far, so good. Poland, Hungary, 
the Czech Republic, Slovenia, 
Estonia and Cyprus {not forgetting 
that little local difficulty with the 
Turks} are all on thei way into the 
club, just as Margaret Thatcher 
foretold In her Bruges speech in the 
year before the Berlin Wall came 
crashing down. 

But do not be fooled. They have 
simply completed the easy purta of 
the process, The rea] lroubles lie Ir 
wait, from agricultural pollcy (o bore 


Paula Jones case finally consigned to history 


flurry of other sexual allegations 
about the president —~ ag Clinton, of 
course, knew rather better than 
most. 

But those considerations could 
have been weighed and rejected 
then as they have been now. While 
It is obviously easiest to be wise 
after the event, the risks, though 
real, still seemed less threatening 
thar the dangers — since con- 
firmed — of continued denial. 
Everything that has gone so badly 
for Clinton this year derives from 
the failure to settle the Jones case, 
as well as from the determination to 
deny not only Jones's allegatlons 
but also the allegations about other 
women, including Monica Lewin- 
sky, that were dredged up as the 
sexual harassment case proceeded. 

Clinton was so determined to 
fight the Jones case lo the bitter end 
that — even after it was dismissed 
by Judge Susan Webber Wright in 
April — he speculated that it might 
be helpful aud not harmful to his 
cause if the appeals court were to 
reinstate the suit some lime this 
winter. ۰ 

Clinton believed that public oplo- 
lonı was so much on his side against 


had always thought it would last for 
ever. How come he did something 
s0 obvious or so sensible after all 
this time? 

The fundamental point that needs 
to be made about the Jones case is 
that, at least from Cllntou's paint af 
view, it should have been settled 
long ago, and certainly last year. If 
Clinton's and Jones's lawyers could 
have agreed the deal that was on the 
table i8 nıonths ago, the history of 
the subsequent months would have 
been very different indeed. 

That they failed to do so was 
partly the (fault of the lawyers, but 
the prime responsibility must surely 
le with Clinton himself for refusing 
to agree somê fornı of apology as 
part of the cash settlement of 
$700,000 that the two sides had pro- 
visionally settled on. But then, as 
mow, Clinton continued to deny 

Jones's allegations, and an apology 
also seemed to be a political risk 
that Clinton felt he could not afford 
to take, 

‘The risk facior was real. To have 
struck a deal with an apology 
attached would certainly have been 
a personal and political humiliation, 
and it might easily have stirred up a 


WASHINGTON DIARY 
Martin Kettle 


PECULATION that Bill Clinton 
would settle the Paula Jones 
case had risen and fallen according 
to a very familiar cycle in recent 
ımmonths, Almost as familiar and pre- 
dictable a cycle, indeed, as the spec- 
ulation that the United States was 
about to boınb Satklam Hussein's 

Iraq. 

But in both cases Washington 

had grown used to the expectation 
being belied by the result. Troops 
movecl regularly to the Gulf in re- 
spouse to the latest round of cat- 
and-ınouse fron Baghclad, axl then 
a few weeks later returned just as 
regularly, without striking agalnst 
Iraq. In just the same way, ı1o matter 
how often the lawyers went into 
their huddles, {hte indestructible 
Jones case secmed doomed to sur- 
vive their efforts. 

So the news last week that Clin- 
ton had aciually settled with (he for- 
mer Arkansas state clerlc care as 
something of a ahock lo Washiug- 
ton's collective niental routine. The 
Jones case ore? Surely not. They 
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Lords reserve judgment on 
Pinochet as ‘too close to call’ 


Lords, the campaigning Soutlı 
African judges Lords Hloffman 
and Steyn, appeared to be com- 
ing down in favour of overturn- 
ing the High Court decision. The 
Lords can rule with u majorily 
decisivn, although irı A case this 
sensitive they are Hkely to try to 
rench a unaninıous decision. 

THartier' the Law nds heard 
that the general's immunity front 
urresl even coverecî his role in 
Operatiun Condor’, the uysltom- 
uli nltempt te suppres upposi- 
tion throughoul South Americir's 
soul hern cone using assnssina-= 
ton amd larture. 

Clive Nichulls QC, for Pinochet, 
seli(l the “co-ordlipalion al ır i= 
ternullunal level" required offic 
cial involvement and so ualifieel 
for stunte imımunily. 

However, Christopher Grecn= 
wood, for the CPS, saicl that 
some uf the iıcts alleged afai nt 
Pinochet could not he consicl- 
erecl legiimale funcltiuns of n 
herl of sune, “Torture, hoslaug{e- 
tıkingg nne crimta aguinst 
humanity are conduct wlıich in- 
ternational low his forbiddlurn 
unejuivocully htoughuult tlio 
period we ire bbokink at," hu xii. 

Pinochet is nny on bill at i 
privalu p trie hospital in 
lanclon, following bis arrunl ım 
October 10 nt the request of tht 
Spanish judge, BHallasur Gurzhn. 


Jamle Wilson 


HE House of Iords last week 

reserved judgme ut on 

whether General Augusto 
Pinochet is immunc from prose- 
cıuıtion on charges of genocicle, 
terrorism and tor ture. 

4A panel of five seniur Law 
1iords anid ey’ would deliver 
their opinion “in clue courmye™ in 
thé appeal by the Crown 
Prusccution Service, on belaf 
of Spanish authorities, against ù 
Iligh Court ruling on October 28 
tbat the former Chilean dictator's 
arrest al a London clinic tı 
OGrtober 16 wan unlawful. 

"The three Judges, led by the 
Lord Chicf Justice Ior'd Bingham, 
ruled that as u former hend of 
slate Ihe 82-year-olcl general en- 
joyecd sovereign ir nity anl 
was immune from arrest. 

Uwen Davia, nı burrister ape- 
ciulising in human rights cases, 
said he wus “confident” the I 4tw 
Lords would uphold lhe appeal. 

“The highly complicnlcd ar gu- 
ment enahlecl the tes l0 ry 
talixe andl thie ‘rveners 
have presented n compr 
ind cohesivv rationale for OVUOT* 
turning (he devision of the High 
Court," lhe sail, 

However, muny CxPerts SUR- 
gest the decision is tw close to 
cull, At least two of lhe Law 


aud beef farms in the hills could 
drop well below £4,000 before the 


effects of the new help are felt. 

Mr Brown hoped that EU minis- 
ters woukl next week pave the way 
for an end to the beef export ban inı- 
posecl when Ihe then Tory guvert- 
menl admitted a possible link 
between "macl cuw” «lisease anl 
new variiıl CJD in luumans. 

The afl demonstralerl lhe Gover 
ments cnmilnent tu rural commu 
nities, bul conditions woul remaiu 
tough axl the longer term future 
depended un refarıt for more vunt- 
petitive tnd sustainable agriculture. 

“U ust redure the burdel in 
poserl by ihe Common Agriculture 
Policy on consumers and Laxpnyers, 
Aud il must fre resources for better 


large measures Io support the 
rural economy aud einer the 
environment,” Mr Brown xaticl. 

He also made it clear thal minis. 
ters were keeping a close vye on the 
Ofer of air Trading's iuvostiyga- 
un inle allegations iU super mtir- 
kets have nit passe un big culs in 
farın gale prices la CPDSUMETS. 

The  Opposilion  agricullure 
spokesuniu, Tim Yeu, welcuınvd he 


announcement. Hult he tull Mir 
Brow in Ih Comms: "Tle 
Mowmuru in arn incnnes, like Ile 
dowmurn in he vvonuiny, Wils 


ule iu Dowuinyg Sra, The level 
f the und during the Ml IS 
mwoths his been it lr more iinpor- 
MÛ Cue ûf fullingg arin comes 
than the weather.” 


Gırts FOR FRIENDS IN BRriraın 
at Christmas and throughout the year 


Rely on our 40 years experience lo erısure the safe arrival of your gifts to your family and friends 
G14 French Gift Box 


Anjou Blanc, Henri Valion 1996 & 
£19.95 


400g Traditional Dundee Cake, 6 Hoppers Butter Mince 
Pies with Beamish Stout, 375g Old English Christmas 
Pudding, 198g Derwent Cooked Ham, 198g Derwent 
Turkey Roll, 425g Baxters Cream of Leek Soup, 411g 
John West Peach Slices, 340g Harleys Black Cherry 
Jam, 454g Roses Orange & Lemon Marmalade, 100g 
Dry Roasted Peanuts, 200g Sherrifts Chocolate Chip & 
Hazelnut Biscuits, 150g Patersons Shortbread Petticoat 
Tails,.130g Cadburys Roses Chocolates and 200g 
Piasten Exclusive Chocolates. 


G16 Yuletide Fare 

400g Beverley Manor Iced Greetings Cake, 375g 
Beaverlac Old English Christmas Pudding, 4544 
Derwent Cooked Ham, 198g Derwent Turkey Roll, 43g 


£29.80 


Cotes du Rhone, Louis Bonard 1995. 


Two French wines, 
£12.80 


G15 The Strand 


£20 


£35.30 


John West Dressed Crab, 185g Osprey Tuna in Oll, 


160g Caugent French Pork & Mushroom Pale, 425g 
Baxters Cream of Tomato Soup,397g Epicure Petits 
Pois, 540g John West New Potatoes, 411g John West 
Peach Slices, 185g Hartleys Cranberry Sauce, 340g 
Harleys Black Cherry Jan, 454g Roses Orange & 
Lemon Marmalade, 200g Double Gloucester Cheese, 
200g McVities Savoury Cheese Biscuits, 100g Dry 


100g Whittakers Chocolate Mint 


Chocalatas. £41.50 


G17 Christmas Gift Box و‎ 

A bottle Chateau Haut Pougnan Bordeaux Superieur 
1996, a bottle Muscadet de Sevre et Maine 1996, 140g 
Blue Stilton Cheese, a 200g Double Gloucester Cheese, 
125g Bizac Quall Pata with Juniper, 300g Walkers Fine 
Qaltcakes, 450g Fudges Christmas Pudding with 
Guinness, 100g Tracklements Brandy Butter, 340g 
Strawberry Praserve with Champagne, 1 25g HR Higgins 
Finest Coffee, 110g Dormens Mixed Nuts, 400g 


Fruit Cake, 12 Fudges Cocktall Mince 


Pies, 200g Luxury Truffle Chacolates and 200g . : 
Palersons Luxury Mik Chocalate Shortbread. £67.50 


Cremes, 150g Patersons Shortbread ard 200g 


£31.30 
Roasted Peanuts, 


Piastari Exclusive 


Visa, Mastercard, | Walkers Scottish 


ng bank or post office 


G10 Thirty Daffodils 


Thirty golden Daffodils with foliage in a gift box. 
Available from Christmas to Easter 


G11 Cake, Biscuits & Candy 


A 400g Beaverlac Dundee Cake, 150g Cadburys 
Assorted Chocolate Biscuits, 150g Patersons 
Shortbread Petticoat Tails, 200g Sherriffs Chocolate 
Chip & Hazelnut Biscuits, 180g Sherritfs Traditional 
Clotted Cream Toffees, 200g Whittakers Chocolate 
Mint Cremes, 130g Cadburys Roses Chocolates and a 


box of 5 After Elght Mints. 


G12 Luxury Pats, Chesse & Wine Basket 

A hattle of Cotes du Rhone Louis Bonard 1996, a 250g 
Mull of Kintyre Scottish Cheddar Cheese, a 200g 
Double Gloucester Cheese, 140g Fine Blue Stitton 
Cheese, 180g Epicure Provencal Pate, 125g Blzac 
Pate Maison with Cognac and 250g Walkers Cocktall 
Oatcakes. Packed in a palm leaf basket, 


G13 Highland Hamper 


100g Sliced Smoked Scottish Salmon, 250g Mull of 
Kintyre Mature Cheddar Cheese, 75g Walkers 
Qatcakes, 200g Patersons Luxury Milk Chocolate 
Shortbread, 227g Arran Strawberry & Rosehip 
Preserve, 227g Arran Mandarin Marmalade with 
Cointreau and ã 400g Walkers Scottish Fruit Cake. 


Packed in a palm leaf basket. 


TO ORDER State your name and address, gift number 
and price, recipient's nama and address, gift message 
(maximum 10 words} and the date by wiich delivery is 


reqlired. 


All orders will be acknowledged by Air Mall. 
DELIVERY Orders for Christmas delivery should reach 


us by 4th December 1998. 


PRICES are quoted n £ Sterling and include packing 


and delivery to UK addresses. 
PAYMENT must accompany your order. 


We accept ent by £ Steril 
money OF draft or cheque. 
CREDIT CARDS We acce 


American Express & Diners Club. Please pravide card 
daté and yolk signature. 


number, 2x! 


Send your order to : Egertons Ltd, P O Box 5, Pershore, Worcs, U K, WR1O 2LR 
: . . . fax +44 1386 462739 E-mall gifts@egertons.co.uk 


other aid, worth £150 million, pro- 
vided in recent months. 

Farmers get about £2,3 billion a 
year through EU Conımon Agricul 
ture Policy arrangements. Help witlı 
anli-BSE measures accüunted for 
anther £1.3 billion belp over the 
past lwo years. 

Governmeıd [igures reveal aver- 
age fain incomes dipped by nearly 
40 per cent Irom L24,000 in 1996/97 
tu £15,000 in 1997/98. This financial 
yes figures ure expectul lo be 
much wurse, 

A group represenling hill fitrmers 
across the norlh uf England xiiys 
lhe £8,4U0 average inconıe fr’ cattle 


Down but not out: a furmer at tt 
cattle sale near York 


wounded Kosovo Albanian 
children and relatives to the UK 
because slıe had not provided 
evidence there was enough 
money to finance the group or 
pay for their eventual return. 


WOMAN prisoner and her 

newborn baby who were 
refused entry to Holloway's 
mother and baby unit have been 
told that a new admiasion board 
would reconaider the case. lf 
aucceassful, the daughter would 
not need to be taken into care. 


OSMETIC testing on animals 
will no longer take place in 
Britain, the Government said. 


RITISH Steel warned of 

1,800 further redundancies 
and an extended break over the 
Christmas holiday inan effort to 
avoid financial losses. 


HE cost of crossing the 

Channel will soar by nearly a 
third when operators replace the 
income they will lose as duty- 
free ahopping ends in June. 


ERALD LONG; the former 
head of Reuters News 
Agency, has dled at the age of 75.: 


UMER Godden, the author 
Rof Black Narcissus and 
mıarıy other worka, has died at 
the age of 90. 


IALERIE Hobson, the actress 
who married John Profumo, - 
has died at the age of 81. 


James Meikle 


ل 
HE Government this week‏ 
T۲ threw hard lıit farmers a £120‏ 
million lifeline but warned‏ 

their uture coıılcl be secured only by 


ashakeup in European agriculture. 


The Agriculture Minister, Nick 


` Î Brown, unveiled an emergency aicl 


pavkage that will provide further 
subsidies for liveslock farmers, 
particularly in the bill, and the 
exlra use ul EU funds lo bukınce 
currency fluctuations, 

He made clear that ihe cash, half 
from the European Union, Was 
meant to help farmers “"tlirough ex- 
ceplionaly difficult times", which 
have see the industry sink lo its 
worst tlepressian since the 1930s, 

Farnıers’ leaclers welconel lhe 
«leal as a safely net (or some "leelet- 
ing on lhe brink of financial cullajıse” 
while conservationisls warned it 
wns "little more than a sticking 
plaster aver a long-term problem". 

Mr Brown accepted that farmcI's 
Ikul sufferecl from a marked deterio- 
ration in busineax as well as» poor 
weather, wliuiclı had delayed ihe sale 
uf lhıeir animals tu an alrealy over 
crowtled market, 

The export bem on beef inıpused 
by (he EU iı 1996 becuse ol the 
BSE erisis lad been followed by the 
vullapse of expurt markvls lur 

| sheep and pigs beme of the 
j srong pound anl finauciil crises in 
ı Russia and the Far Easl. 

Ihe package comes on lop of 


In Brief 


1 inquiry has ended. The chair- 
man, Sir Wililam Macpherson, is 
expected to produce a report 
calling for the most radical 
shake-up in the policing of racial 
crime since Lord Scarman's İn- 
quiry Into the race riots of 1981. 


ETER YOUNG, a former fund 
manager for Morgan Gren- 
fell, arrived at court dressed as a 

Woman to face seven fraud- 
related charges in connection 
With the unit-trust scandal that 
cost Deutsche Bank £400 mil 
ا‎ declared himself 

and legally incompetent 
to defend the ا‎ 


ل س 


HE Government announced 
xtra cash for teaching of 
ethnic minority pupils, with help 
liryeted at refugee and other 
hlldren for whom English is not 
thelr first language, 
ا‎ 


e were banned 
aunc! a campaign 
industrial action, in the firat 
“fthe courts by the present 
Hovernment a trade union. 
ج کت ی‎ 


TS oil akete ches by John 
been stolen 
Om the Victorla & Albert 
Useum in London, 


UHI FMSSHe'. 


FD 


1 0 RK 
th the Queen at one of his 5Otl birthday parties 


U 


a joke wi 


‘How ever did you put up with me, Mummy? 


wert “the best birthday presen 
Ican huve", 

He was followed by madesl 
crowds singing [lappy Birth 
and carned loud cheurs whens 
78-yenr-old widow, Elnine ilu 
gave him cufflinks and u carr 
tion and asked: "Cun | kiss 
you?" He replied: “Abselutely.” 

‘The prince's crnnpaniull, 
Camilla Parker Buwleu, was avi 
among the Qucen's guests, hul 
she hosted a more inlinute 
xnthering last Saturday at Hiyhr 
grave, his Gloucesteraltire Mon. 


ence: the atrains of rock music 
were heard alongside the classi- 
cal; jugglers mingled with char- 
ity workers; a military banc 
played alongside the Welsh 
National Opera; and a bevy of 
celebrities rubhed shoulders 
with royalty. 

The prince had enjoyed a clif- 
ferent style of birthday velcbra- 
tians earlier in the day. Touring 
Sheffield's Manor estate the 
prince said that seeing success- 
ful projects to employ young peo- 
ple and wean athers off drugs 


HE Prince of Wales aban- 

doned customary royal pro- 
tocol last week when he publicly 
addressed the Queen as 
“Mummy” and sald he did not 
know how either of his parents 
had managed to put up with him 
since 1948, writes Amelia 
Gentleman. 

Prince Clıarles was clcarly 
enjoying the party which the 
Qucen had organised for him at 
Buckingham Palace on tlhe eve 
of his 60th birthday. 

It was a party witlı a difer- 


: | 
Parents to sue council over ATi 


child sex abuse at nursery ? 


menls were slill needed so thal 
dren cuull give evidence ro 
an inlermediar'y if necessary: and: 
callecl for their inclusion in a WF 
coming Criminal Justice Bill. i 

Nurthumbria police said they 
ıo plins to launch another inquî 
“unless furlher evidence becan 
available". 

‘The assaults eg bare 
lakeıı place in toilets, iı 4 
and ima play house at the nuri} 
One boy said Lillie had 2 
penis and “rubbed it until urt. 
ather' child said O e 
water coming out ol I ا‎ 
her ‘jenny’, while a fourth said 
"Dawn did most of the sçar¥ toulrt 

According to the report, 0 
child sail: “They gave u 
strangers." a gee 
— unnamed and Pı اک‎ 
know — were referred o as 
mummies and daddies’, cud! 
dren described cameras, 
video equipment, being 


They added: “These people lave 
not been fuund." 

With 64 children affected by 
abuse at thc Shieldfielkl nursery, 
and 434 formal complaints male 
against the councils soclal services 
department, Clare Rowledge, a 
lawyer representing 27 fumiilies, 
sall her clienls intended lo pursue 
compensation claims for all the chil 
dren affected and were preparing 
legal action against the council. 

Mr lillie and Ms Reed, who are 
believed still to be living in tlie 
Northeast, and still registered as 
nursery nurses, walked free from 
Newcastle crown court in 1994 
when a judge ruled that vicleo evl- 
ج‎ from one child was inadmissi- 

e. 

The NSPCC said the law had 
since been tightened, and now 
clearly stated that evidence from a 
child should be heard, regardless of 
age, if an “intelligible tesllmony” 
could be made, But it said iınprove- 


Peter Hetherington 


ARENTS of young children 
wlıo suffered systematic sex- 

ual abuse at a nursery in 
Newcaslle upon Tyne were last 
week planning to sue tlie city coun- 
cil for substantial damages after an 
independent report outlined a string 
of failures by the authority. 

After a lengthy investigation, fol- 
lowing the collapse of a child abuse 
trial involving two nursery nurses, a 
fourslrong inquiry team sail tod- 
dlers had been taken away from the 
nursery for short periocls — and it 
hinted broadly that a paedophile 
ring was in operation, 

The team said tlıat as well as the 
lwo nurses at the centre of the 
affair, Christopher Lillie and Dawn 
Reed, it was clear that others oult- 
side the nursery were involved in 
abusing children “for their own grat- 
ification and probably also for pro- 
duction of pornographic ınaterials", 


Sioux battle in Glasgow for sacred shirt . 


2 2 

The sirt is believed to ا‎ 
taken from a 0 ١ 
hunter and found its 
on Buffalo Bil's Wild West Sh 
- Mark O'Neill, the hie اا‎ 
ial serviceş at GlasgOY, 4¢ 1 
‘gays if could ا‎ 
repatriation requfsi8 Pe“ ا‎ 
Museums all over. Britein. 2 
argument has hot swyayf : 


gow .publié: 95 per eek 


should return home. 4% 


Wounded Knee in-which the tribe 
was almost wiped out. 

On December 29, 1890 hundreds 
of Sioux camped at Wounded Knee 
creek in South Dakota. Starving and 
on tlıe point of defeat at the hands of 
the settlers who stole their lands and 


buffalo, they decided to ‘surrender. 


As they handed over’ théir weapons 
to the 7th Cavalry; a şhot rang out. 
‘No one knows qulte fromi whère, 
but the cavalry responded instantly, 


slain warrior at the Battle of | killing more than 300 people. council will make is ا سے‎ 


„| Gerard Seenan 


OME of the last survivors of the 
defeated aud dwindling Sioux 
people arrived in Glasgow last 
weekend to seek the return of a war- 
rlor’s "ghost" shirt. 
` ı For the Sioux of Lakota the shirt, 


'| which sits ii a glass cage in the 
| city's Kelvingrove museum, is'the 


symbol of a once proud nation — 
they believe it was taken from a 


models for teenage girls. It had 
becn reportecl that she and lhe for- 
mer Spice Girl Geri Halliwell, 
nigh sigıı up for the job, hough 
neither" hadl actnally been asked. 

Ms Thonıpson, who admitted 
that hêr role miarlels had been Mick 
Jagger andl Marlon Brando, saicl she 
was “ralher pissed off’ wilh tle 
nantuyist Minisler for Women, Her 
immeclinte response hal heen “an 
overwlıelming clesire tû go out and 
secure a lo:ul of cocitine in rebvllion”, 


T ‘FO one in five nxule Inagis« 

trales are frcemasons, accord- 
ing tu a survey of the judiciary 
carried out by the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Irvine of Lairg. 

However, it is nol going to be 
easy to secure the greater openness 
in the judiciary which the Con 
mons Home Affai's Conuniltee is 
pressing for. Out of 26,000 queslio- 
naires seut to magistrates, ouıly 
15,926 (61 per cenl) were returner. 
Of these, 5.4 per cent refused lo dis- 
close whether they were masons, 

Judges — full- and parldime — 
dicl ratlter better. Of the 5Z9U cireu- 
laled, 5.038 relurnecl (heir question- 
niirvs. Of Ulıit number’ 247 (4.9 per 
cent) said lhcy were masons dand 
ùnly 4 refused to answer. 

The United Grau Lodge had 
refused to supply names of judges 
who are freemasons and Lord Mil 
lett, a law lord wlıo is tlıe most 
senior (reemason in the judiciary, 
branded compulsory disclosure as 
an "invasion of privacy”. 

The survey, however’ incomplete, 
supports the lornıg-helcl belief that 
masonic membership is higher in 
the judiciary than among the public, 
where İt ırcpresents under 3 per cent 
ofthe aclult male populatlon. 


N AN attempt to make buclget sav- 

ings of £20 ınillion, Grealer Mare 
chester Police waııt to close all eighl 
police stalions in Manchester's twin 
city, Salforcl, and replace hem with 
“local interactiun points" that resem- 
ble lıole-irr-thc-wall bank cashpoints. 
Access to manned stations will be at 
the push of A button, and there 
might eventually be video links. 

A spokesnıan said most people 
who wanted to talk to the police al 
rearly «lid so by phone. The scheme 
could be part of a larger “rationalisa- 
tion" programme to keep more offi 
cers on “Iront-line service" instead 
of manning police stations. 


اد 


| MIGHT JOIN THE LIB DEMS 
TD GEFA BIT OF INFLUENCE. 


The Week In Britaîn James Lewis 


Blair and Ashdown alarm 
troops by linking forces 


8 UK NEWS 


HE PRIME Minister and the 

lender of Ihe Liberal Denıo- 
crals, Padely Ashdown, claimecl to 
be taking "a slep away from destruc 
live political ıribalisın" when (lıcy 
announcecl an ambiflious schenıc 10 
extend cross-party co-operation. But 
hey went oul of heir way lo deny 
inslt claims that their initialive — 
which caught all but a selecl hanel- 
ful of MPS and ministers by surprise 
— was a prelude to a merger, voali- 
fon, ar oven Ihe longrunourerl 
Cabinet seat fur Mr Ashdown. 

‘The two parties, which have been 
ceoperaling un constitutional rer 
fourm, will now cxtend thal lo 
inclucle lıeallh, vdıuıcation, the wel- 
fare state and Eııropean integratiulı, 

Tuny Blair, who is nol persuacled 
of the merits of proportional repre 
senlation, has agreed to holt a ref 
cremdum on lhe subjecl, but that is 
now likely 10 be delayecl until after 
the nexl general election. Lib-Deın 
toilers in the constituencies want no 
more cosying up to New Labour. 
Neither, for thal matter, clo many 
labour activists, particularly of the 
“oll Labour" tendlency. 

Some Labour MPs, resentful that 
Mr Ashlowı gvls belter access to 
Ihe Prime Miulster {han they «lo, 
coll not underslaul what Mr Blair 
was up 10, “Why slhoukl we want to 
be rive to He Liberal Denocrats?” 
asked Ilackney MP Brian Sedge- 
more. “*They'Te pretly bloody- 
minded arıcl prelty bloody useless," 

This coulcl well be Mr Ashclown's 
last year' as party leader, aııd some 
of his grassroots members suspecl 
lıe is thinking more of lis own 
future in politics than his party's 
dislinctive identity. He could face a 
divisive special conference in the 
new year İf he fails to persuade his 
party's executive that he has nol 
“sold out" to Mir Blair. 

Comment, page 12 


ARNSLEY, in South Yorkshire, 

berame the firsl Lown to lave 
National Lottery cash ceurmarkecl 
fiir it uncler a pilot scheme to lry to 
inıprove the generally poor take-up 
ûl lotery grants by the former 
coalfield communities, They have 
received an average of uncler £70 a 
heal in grants since the lottery 
starled, coınpared with a natlonal 
average of about £90, Barnsley has 
received only £39 a heal. 

There will now be an investiga- 
tiun into the poor perfornıance of 
the coalfield coınmunities. Janet 
Paraskeva, England director of the 


clıarities board, thought part of the 
problem was that "in areas llke 
these there is no history of success 
dnd no role nıodels to follow", 
Barnsley will be encouraged to 
draw up more plans thal could qual 
iy for loltery funding. 

Meanwhile Marjorie Longdlin, the 
73-year-old aunt of the Tory leader, 
Willian Hague, celebrated a lottery 
win of £856,648, She would not say 
wlıether her nephew or his party 
mighi share in her good fortune. 
Speaking as a member of a “good 
Yorkshire family", Mr Hague 
thought it unlikely. 2 


TE ACTRESS Erama Thomp- 
` son demolishetî te notion that 
she miglıt became onê of the feiiale 
high-flyers recruiféd by Baroness 
Jay'ş Women's Unil to serve as role 
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shadow executive. Ulster Unionists 
insist that there has to be at least a 
start to decommissioning, 

Martin McGuinness, Sinn Fein's 
nominee to the International Com- 
mission on Decommissioning, re- 
turned to the fray with the most 
hardline Sinn Fein statement so far. 
He said there wouıld be no IRA de- 
conımissioning, even as a geslure. 

Mr McGuinness, out of action 
since breaking his leg in a charily 
football ımatch last month, predicted 
growing unhappiness among nalion- 
alists and remıblicans if iIhere were 
no mauve soon. They would see the 
agrcemcut as nol being “worth the 
paper it's wrilten on", 


He said: “Unfortunalely, tlıis 


issue is being used by Unionists as û 
blocking mechanism principally be- 
cause lhey don't want Sinn Fein ol 
lhe executive," 


in the case of medical 


have an evacuation and 


repatriation service to ensure you aré treated 
at a sultable hospital even if its outslde your 
country of residence. 


about PPP healthcare’s 


Internatlonal Health Plan. 


treatment you need, no matter where you are 
in the world. And, 
we 


more 


Mowlam combats Ulster deadlock 


chargecl with the ınurder in Marclı 
ofa fellow LVF prisoner. 

The INLA will have to wait hefore 
its three-month ceasefire is recog- 
nised. Ms Mowlam is yet to be con- 
vinced it is genuiuıe. 

Almost half of paramilitary pris 
oners have now been [reed under 
the accelerated release programe. 
All jailed terrorists are expected to 
be out by July 2000 — at which 
point ie Maze will close, it was 
announced lasl week. 

Despite the releases, no terrorist 
group has yet handed over a xingle 
bullel. Sinn Fein says here is no re- 
quirement in {he agrcemem for the 
IRA lo bund iı any weapons before 
il lakes up its lwo places in lhe 


you know where to 
emergencles, 
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B8 RYLAND 


If you're ill or need treatment abroad it can 


go for the necessary treatment?...Whether it's 


The fact İs that the availabillty, the standard and 
the cost of medical care does vary tremendously 


The LVF, strongest In Portadown, 
Co Armagh, was formed under Billy 
Wright at the height of the Drum- 
cree crisis in 1996. [t broke away 
from the Ulster Volunteer Force 
because il was opposed to its cease- 
fire, called in 1994. 

The LVF was responsible for a 
spate of sectarian killings after 
Wright, aged 37, was murderecl by 
the Irish National Liberation Army 
two days after Christmas last year. Il 
was apposed to lhe agreement, but 
now says it is comnıitted to peaceful 
ıneans. 

Tiere are 22 LVF prismers. 
Nineteen, including cighl on re- 
mand, ire at lhe Maze, Three more 
are hell al Mashaberry Prisun, 


“ppp healthcare 


got me 


through the 
worst Moment 


be extra worrying. How do 


reliable?... And how much will lı 


from country to country. Thats why our 


members, like Mr. Ryland, 
PPP healfhcare so valuable. 


The International Health Plan gives you the 
reassurance that you'll recelve the hospital 
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permanent İn August An army 
council source said it would hand iı 
sone of its arms within weeks. 

Ms Mowlam hopes that LVF dis- 
armament, the first of any terrorist 
group, will put pressure on the IRA 
to begin clecommissioning. 

The arms impasse is jeopardising 
Sinn Fein's plate in the power- 
sharing executive, and the row 
could undo the agreement, but Sinn 
Fein iınmediately quashed hopes 
that LVT disarmament could kick- 
start IRA decomnmıissioning. Alex 
Maskey, the partys chief whip in 
the assembly, said that republicans 
were highly sceptical of lhe IVF, 
responslble for at leaşl LO murders 
in the past 12 mouths. 


Remembrance of world war 
that shaped the century 


day. Fred Bunday, aged +7, goes 
line-dancing iwice a week. 

More sunıbrely, 1O1-year-nld 
Kobert Gelineau : “TH wis il USt- 
less war,” as he walched soldiers 
wearing France's old bh uniferıns 
yaratle in frunt of the Arc de Trioın- 
plıe before the Qucen id wreaths 
with Presilenl Chirac in a rig 
around the Elernal Flame. 

An eslimaled 43 milliun Briluns 
observed ù lwomimule silence, De 
bate in the House if Conımons came 
tu a halt. Railtrack ancl Londun Un- 
(lerground staff observed the si- 
lence, wilh passengers inviledl lo 
join in. Lonclon buses pulled over 1o 
the side of the road if it was pravli- 
cal. No Britislı Airways planes took 
off between 10.55 and 11.02. 

But there were no meaninglıul 
remembrance services in Germany 
atall, in a country forever caught up 
in controversy and rows about its 
history, the first worlkl war has 
become a virtual blank spot. 

There were between 1.7 and 2 mil 
lion dead German soldiers (roughly 
double the British dead), and yet 
there is barely a flicker of remem- 
brance. 

Martin Vogt, Darmsladt univer- 
sity history professor, explains: “We 
still have a problem, it's very hard to 
admit or commemorate defeats. 
With 1945 its different because 
many people see that as a liberation 

lfrom the Nazis], nota defeat." 


اا ا فا و ر ا ا ا ف کے ی 


Downey’s parting shot 


lobbyists as a potentially corrupting 
influence. 

"Many of the troubles encoun- 
tered by Michael Gryils, Tim Smith, 
Nell Hamilton, Michael Brown and 
Andrew Bowden (all Tory MPa who 
lost their seats or retired at the last 
election] were largely attributable 
to their association with lan Greer 
Associates [the now defunct lobby- 
ing company] acting on behalf of 
Molıamed Al Fayed. It may be that 
there were similar .network8 ı. . . 
which never came to light 


“To the best of my knowledge, |. 


the financial links with lobbyists 
have now.-been broken. Şome non- 
financial links are proviıg embar- 
rassing but at. least the spectre. of 
. cash .for influence - through , this 
route has fallen away." n. 
.Sir Gordon will be replaced next 
February: hy Elizabeth Filkin, aged 


58, chlef adjudicator investigating |. |. 


complaints agalast . the Inland 
Revenue and Customs and Excişe. : 


“ NO Stave RON IIIB 
rê 


John Mullin 


O MOWLAM, Secretary of 

State for Northern Ireland, 

last week took a desperate 
ganıble to shore up the Good Friday 
agreement, announcing that she 
? #%' was recognising the hardline Loyiıl- 
ist Volunteer Force's six-nonth 
ceasefire. 

LYF prisoners will now qualify for 
ihe controversial early release pro- 
gramme, which has so far resultecl 
in the release of 201 terrorists. 

The LVF had indicated to Ms 
Mowlam that it would tlecommis- 
sion some of ils weapons if she 
accepied as genuine its ceasefire, 
annouuced in May and derlarecl 


CE‏ ج 
ت 


E : 5 8‏ 1 1 
ا س 

Michael White Tony Blair is already enıbroilecl 
vS anno. TT” | in (resh allegations thal staff al 
|e is preparing lo crack 


members 


John Ezard and 
lan Traynor in Bonn 


N A DAY showered with puppies 
Ihal turned ihe slones of Belgiu 
hluokred again, the Queen led the 


1 
۴ 


uther NEC members and Llu 
party members in general". In ır 


Downing Sireet are demonstrating | turn. Labenır's famuusly dirriplinel 


the disciplinary whip over | “control freak" instincts over candi j press ulfice will respond lo Ileir r cenlury's final major act ûf remem- 
potential rebels un the party's | dale selection in Wales, Scutlanrl qUeStS or alyvice within 3Û minule- brance for Lhe first wurld war wlıich 
new-look national executive commit | and the looming contest for Lon- Î offering il "Ireely anl willat [r shaped il. 


tee with a cetle of conducl designecl 
to stifle policy clashes in the nedin. 

In advance of this week's first 
session uf (he expanded NEC, the 
parly's incoıning general secrelary, 
Margaret McDonagh, soughi to 
bind comniittee members to 
unprececlented rules that would 


don's mayor. 

Ms MeDonagh's texl calls un 
NEC members 1o avoid (l 4 
staff issues, Finance, meınbership ur’ 
election planning outside the forum. 
They should also “agree to infurım 
tle parly press office, and 10o seek 
thelr advice, when appropriate, 


judic™" — while lakitig care ho pn- 
ure wlıiıt Mis MeDonagl calls 
vicws uf the? axa wlule”. 
That almosl certainly meats the 
lhe overwhelmingly Blairil vira 
prevails on {be NEC. But le 3 
sirung cummittee contains tral 
urion officials and other member 


She went to Flinders fiekl lor it 
cunmeınoration uf {he BOL annivı'r- 
sary of lhe armistice on November 
11 thal endecl the slaughter. Sle 
slond beneath the Menin Gale, tlie 
memorial to 55,000 missing Britisl1 
dead al leper, the Belgian iown better 

as Ypres, in the zone where 


require them to inform the parly's | before discussing NEC business | — including at least 10 new one 30,000 of the war's victims fell. 
press office “before discussing NEC | with the media". this year — wilh independent opi Tle petals that fell from the 
business with the media", The document also calls on col- | ions, which may nake up lur tht gate's high arch took more than five 


Thouglı her draft corde of conduct 
explicitly states it “will not be used 
to suppress or silence debate on the 
NEC”, it is hound to be seen as a 
warning to the four new leftwing 
constituency mermbers. 


leagues not only to respect confi- 
dential discussions but also to “Jo 
nothing which will aid our political 
oppouents and to avoid under- 


disappearance of Old Labour sla minules to fall, as one descended 
warls such as Dennis Skinner, K0 „ | for each of the 10 million soldiers 
Livingstone and Diane Abbot. The! ¥ | who died on all sides, Then a British 
were victims of new rules W veteran, Arthur Halestrap, aged 100, 
mining public confidence in the | broaden the NEC to include cour ruse to read falteringly the armistice 
integrity and lıonesty of parly staff, | cillors and other non-MPs. Puem: “They shall grow not oll as 


we that are left grow old . . . we will 
ص ر ا‎ rementber 2 


Livingstone suffers mayoral setback 


Michael White 


tekane lela E 
ABOURS candidate to be 
elected Mayor of London may 

not be picked until the party confer 

ence next October — just six months 
ahead of polling day — it emerged 
last week, as Ken Livingstone's 
campaign suffered a serious set 
back aver the rules of the contest. 
The leflwing MP and former 
leader of the abolished Greater 

London Council is ranged against a 

host of party rivals, most of whom 

are nıore acceptable to the Labour 
leadershipin London. 


This was the last big commemo- 
ration expected to be held in the 
Company of first world war veterans, 
Tû in their late 90s or turned 100. 
Given pride of piace in both Paris 
and Belgium, they showed astonish- 
ng sprightliness. 

Mir Halestrap, who lost his son 
John in the second world war, walks 
between five and seven miles every 


will make his task harder. Mr 
Livingstone claimed: “They: have 
ignored the mandate of their own 
membership. 1 hope no one's going 
to need hospitallsation. One was 
aware at the weekend of bone- 
crunching pressures being applied 
to people," he said. 

As the 28-sirong Greater London 
Labour Party board meeting at the 
Commons endorsed the plan, Mir 
Livingstone's supporters appealed 
to theın to “stop damaging demo- 
pa by ng the man who 
ups most popularity polls amo; 
London's Labour voters. 


The former GLC leader made il. 
clear that he will not enter the man 
contest as an İndependent 
date. That move would ا‎ 
Labour's vote and lead to the او‎ 
sion of the Brent East MP — 
his supporters — from the اا‎ ۳ 

But he marshalled a clutch ¢. 
new opinion polls showing his dok : ' 
nant Bosilon among would |; 
Labour hopefuls, HE 
Loyalists are furious at Mr دج‎ | : 

wilh i David Hencke 


stone using his genius for pu 
to eınbarrass Mr Blalr. ا‎ : - 
1 TE media campaign to expose 
the cash-for-questions scandal 


trouble brewing over central 
ference in the Welsh and 


London Labour loyalists insist the Mr Livingstone later warned | devolution elections, some MPs“ has braken the corrupting inluence 
Brent East MP is not the victim ofa | Tony Blair tat he will organise 3 ا‎ jittery that tough lar “f lobbyisis in Parliament, Sir Gor- 
personal vendetta. But, by a hefty American-style “write-in” campaign | panels may also be used lo weed 1 a , the retiring Parliamen- 
24 voles to 4 last week, they en- | if the party hierarchy in the capital | the awkward squad among IY Commissloner for Standards, 
dorsedl "modern procedures” wlıich | keeps his name off the shortlist, before the next election. rehuded in his farewell report 

: bublished last week, 

cl he warııs. the Commons‏ ا د ی 
Lords favour cannabi ie ein relieving oP air. 1| | keso ey derda and Prlvk‏ 
aQ!Ss use cannabis. But, said the chair lo guard against imposing soft‏ 
e man, Lord Perry of Wallon ® ; | | Pals on erring ministers and‏ 

Sarah Boselay findings were backed by phar- proposal was made “prim ا‎ şi, i break parliamentary rules, 
TT Gerane a | mnclsts but rejected by the for compassionate reasons". : down Gordon, who is 70-and steps 
D OCTORS should be legally British Medical Association, Aas a Schedule 1 drug ' 5 aPnpol at the end of the month, was 
allowed to prescribe which represents doctors, The | cannabia is deemed to have | wake û BY Parliament in the 
cannabis for multiple sclerosis Government promptly let it be therapeutic value. The Lords ة‎ | : ofthe cashrforquestions scan- 
sufferers and other padlents who | known that it would not lifithe | wuni it moved to Schedule Hao OE the Tory ministers 

find it hepa relleve pain, says a | ban ona drug that has not which would mean pharma". | jı aımilton and Tim Smith. 

report from a scientiflc commit- undergone clinical trialg, could supply it and doctors u lF jt i his final report "There 
tee of the House of Lords, The House of Lords select could preseribeit, although lt  . doubt that Nolan (the peer 
The report was halled as committee on Science and would not be licered, elr dures] Teport set un the new proce- 
courageous by patients who Technology accepted the lack of | would have to do s0 on طا‎ 2 relations E to regard financial 
smoke it in fear of the law, Its “rigorous scientific evidence".for | responsibility. :' ' between members and 


Peers defied as Euro vote bill 
returns for the fourth time 


But Downing Street remains 
adamant that it will not let the 
hereditary peers — whose votes 
clinched laat week's 237 to 194 
majority — dictate to them on a 
manifesto issue, 

They would prefer to risk try- 
ing to push the bil! through in the 
new session, using guillotine pro- 
cedures. If the Tories filllbuater, 
ft will not work. 

Failing that tactic, they will let 
the European elections take 
place under the nortnal first- 
past-the-post voting system. 

Privately, Liberal Democrats, 
who are backing Labour to show 
solidarity over constitutional re- 
form, agree that the cross-bench 
majority has a good case against 
“closed lists", which give party 
bosses too much power. 


peers’ third successive refusal to 


10 UK NEWS 


HE Government refused to 
bliuk in its showdown with 
thie House of Lords over the 


baw to the will of the Commons 
over voting methods for the 
European parliament elections, 
twerites Michael White. 

The bill is to be amended 
again — for the fourth time — 
and sent back to tıe Lords, It 
may include a further concession 
on the terms of the promised re- 
view into the “closed party liat" 
which will require voters to back 
a party rather tlıan a candidate. 

William Hague, leader of the 
Conservative party, and his 
Lords lender, Lord Cranborne, 

argue that they represent public 
vpinion against Labour's “eon- 
trol freak" teııdency. 


Rumble of revolt 
from Death Row 


favourite party. The actual candi- 
dates, however, will be selected — 
and ranked in urtler — by party 
apparatchiks, who will, the Lords 
aSslnte, go for cowed, safe folk wlio 
will do as they're tokl by pariy HQ. 

A few peers «aid that, however 
much they might (lislike the closed 
list and ils connotations, the Con 
mens had voted for it three times, 
and by large majorities. In theory at 
least, it represented the will of the 
people. 

In practice, it represents the will 
of the control freaks who run the 
modern Labour party. No wonder it 
had a majority of 182 when it last 
came to tlie Commons: zombies will 
always vote for more zonıbies. 

In the Lords, almost nobody 
could be found to support the 
closed list. The Tory spokesman, 
Lord Mackay, gave a dry, witty 
speech in which he sarcastically 
welcomed the Governments one 
concession: a review of the system. 

“Mr Dale Campbell-Savours said 
that this will be welcomed by. people 
across the country. Your lordships 
may have noticed the bonfires lit 
across the country last week." 

He quoted the Mirror, which had 
described supporters of the closed 
list as “craven Blairite numpties”, 
technical language rarely heard in 
the Lords. 

Lord Shore, a former Labour 
cabinet minister, made a ringing 
denunciatlon of tle closed list. “This 

is not a matter of Lords versus 
Commons. Itis accountability to the 
volers againsl accountability 10 a 
party coımniiltee. It is the electorate 
against lhc selectoratel!" 

A falul gurgling rumble, a mur- 
ınur like the start of a distant 
avalanche, could just be discerned. 
It was the sound of their lordships 
cheering. 

The Earl of Onslow was mortified 
al being told he must be wrong 
because he was a hereditary pecr. 
“Tm not a halfwi because Fm a 
hereditary peer, I may be a half-wil, 
burt it's not because I'm a heredilary 
peer." 

Two hours later they slung the 
closed list out for tbe third tive, 


They're barricaded in the old shack 
now, shouting: “If you want to see 
yaur bill again, yoır'l lıave to come 
ancl get me, Blair" 


ا ج جا > ج 
PARLIAMENTARY SKETCH‏ 


Simon Hoggart 

[ aceusion. For a century now, the 
powers ûf the House of lords 

have bren steadily dribbling away. 

Last week, on the eve of the 
greatest reform since 1911, they 
slarted a process that could desiroy 
a Commons bill. Like lransportation 
for stealing a sheep, this is not saup- 
posed to lıappen now. 

Opponents of the denth penalty 
argue that someone who already 
faces hanging will be more willing 
to kill again before he ls caught. The 
Lords seem determined to prove 
them right. 

The place was packed. Frail, 
white-haired peers rubbed shoul- 
ders with television presentera, 
advertising men and all the other 
rilffrall who have arrived in recent 
years. They crammed thenıselves 
against the benches, sat round the 
steps af the throne, ‘and perched on 
the giant red pouffes in the middle. 


T WAS, I suppose, a historic 


One of these days, the hereditary. 


peerage will be told to choose its last 
meal (mulligatawny, steak and kid- 
ney pud, scotch woodcock). Then it 
will be taken briskly to the scaffold 
where the silken rope awaits. In the 
meantime it lives on in the world's 
most luxurlous Death Row. 

Their lordships have started get- 
ting frisky. In the past, if two peers 
stood up at lhe same time, they 
would go into an elaborate “afler 
you, Claude” act which often led 
bath of them to sit down again. Now 
both remain standing, and the ns- 
sembled ranks nutrmuır, increus- 
ingly oud, the name uf the one they 
want to hear. This is (he ejuivalent 
of MCC members al Lord's thruw- 
ing beer cans on {he pitch. 

‘There was even some booing 
when the Leader of the House, 
, Margaret Jay, triçd i» insist on one 
Labour peer speaking instend of 
another. ‘This is the equivalent of 
the members sutting fire lo the 
Long Roum. 

Their topi was the Eurapean 
Electiuns Bill, and in particular tlhe 
Governments insisleice un a 
. “closed list” system of pruportional 
Iepreseniation. Under this method, 
VOlers are entitled to choose their 


GUARDIAN: 


Quiet elegy for the 
last of a dying breed 


TFET EEE Woolly, 
Peter Preston for the 0 mlllenriur E. 


passion went nd 

EARLY beloved: we are gath- | needed, Piacoa وای‎ 
ered here today to celebrate | ately too. He would give dossni |] 
the life and death of one our | the Strand a 50-pence plete 

nation's most enduring characters. | would try to Save the Children 

He was a man of compassion and | course, that wasn't enough, hedt 

selfdoubt. He took no decision | himself: but it was something - 


U.S. to Allow Visitors from 
Central America to Stay 


William Branigin lion and Naturalization Service. 
and Roberto Suro Questions such as how loug the 
— ا‎ temporary refuge would last ancl 

ITH four Central American j whether ii would apply differently lu 

countries reeling from Ihe | citizens uf the various countries are 
(levastatlon of Hıtrricane Mitch, lhe | stil! being resulved. Tlie nmst Iikely 
Clinlon administration is working chile is a provision of law kncnyn 


lightly, He knew the world was a dif- something which tied his belek 1 out lhe firtl details of a plin ta offer | as "lemporary protected salu" eli- 
ficult place and he sought to make it | any, to his personal deeds, f x S temyorary refuge t6 Mumlreds of | acted in 1990, (hal allows (he itur- 
better. But his day is done and his | But that wasn't the New lake: د‎ e 0 . ٤ thousands vf their cilizens living in | ey general 10 clotcrmine thal 
race is run, Brothers, we say good- | he'd hoped for so fondly. 1 کر‎ hik / the United Stiles, couple will a re | orvign nalionals cin renuiu in Ile 
bye to Mr Woolly Liberal. New Labour would taik tend ) j A : Û mekige designed u pre j Lruiteel Stiles hecmise of dimggurs in 


The end, to be sure, has been a | about a better world, and hakt 


un orisls. their bome centres cle la 


long time coming, the sickness a | slats out of anyone who got in ‘fhe Clinton Administ! cont ur environinetHal disaslet'. 

creeping sclerosis. Mr Woolly took | way. New Labour would hymu k lu grat Jinuiled iuigrutiun stalls Central Aun alway 
to his bed in the early eightles as | virtues of participation and op: tı cilizens of fhe affeeled nations iu | greps say Le nore extensive Olt 
Nurse Thatcher battered the Wets | ness, then slam the door on li: دن ا‎ : F1 order to voll Curlher lisrupling Û perry proleter sttlus could caver 
with her bedpan. He got out of it to | fingers. New Labour wouldnt wr; ا ت 0 أ‎ Ihe Central American ecenonties by Û round ANAM peuple, inclucliuyy 
attend the launch party of “Faith in | its hands: it would clench them : 4)) ° ت‎ sending people birk tu places with Î more n 20,000 iMleggal imuuigrals 


the City" but retired hurt almost | bop the awkward squad on exlensiwe damage, uo jobs and a Û Iran Houduris. These grenps hoje 
immediately. He lit a candle for John | snout. New Labour was a dille ۱ ر‎ - muunting Lhrval of disviase, acur Û Wu: protectin will cxlund Jor iu 
Major, then blew it out. kind of liberalism. 5 0 ۱ aff in le senior idm nis! least 18 mentlıs, giving im tine lv 

Good old Woolly was never a These chaps (Woolly thou 8 ك‎ : The refuge pulicy will alluw | lobby Congress Tor 4 pururitetut 
political hack. He belonged to all | from his sickbed as the nineki aitizens uf Honduras, Nivaragua, y. They say il is also in he 
parties, and to none. He was Jim | wound on) say the things i bele: Guetta n TEL Savacloar sro are Us lo lel hese peuple siy 
Prior and Robert Runcie rolled into | in, but tlıey don't do them. Freed" alrenly in the Unites Slates, buh wurk, since they vullecrivvly 


one. He believed İn doing hie best | of Information? The greater cols e ٠ legally and legally, 1o remain and | send huae millers uf ullar's in pi 
i eee a e e a mme «a Mourning Begins for UNSCOM 


work without Tear of leporialiun. ners vital their couniries' 
İiew: reall ing. aptaln In lhe pasi, siuilar prolection las oi rut 1 . 
ا وو ی ا‎ a a to talk been ufferetl lu people from strife Meanwhile, U.S. offickils have 


rn countries in Eastern Europe ÎÛ begun watching for signs uf any 


or, more often, shift fro: 1 : id lıim court, to ANA Seven years on, officials are be- | America's role ns regional peace 1 
point to no ai dpa al Bie ا ا‎ flowers to k* LYSIS ginning to speak of UNSCOM in the |j broker has been diminished, andl Africa, usually for a year al 4 Û largescale movements ofl pvople 
voice lives on when today’s Arch- | ward and spoke about the wont Barton Gellman pasi tense. The Clinton aclministrar Even su, the U.S. position is ior | time and subject tu renewal. But as { across Central Anericu burders. 


officials finalize details of the plan, | The scope of lhe clevaslalion — an 
they want to avoid creating a "nag | many as 3 million people homeless 
net” for illegal imnigration by giv- j and more Ihan $4 billion worth uf 
ing the impression thal the United | damage from flooding and ımud- 
States is tacitly welcoming all hurri. | slides — has raised concerns that 
cane vitin1s. unless aid to the region is massive, 
“It would have to be done in a | immediate and sustained, hundrecdls 
way that it would not be seen as an | of thousands of Central Amerlcans 
open invitation,” said Russ Berg- | could eventually head north in an 
eron, a spokesman for the Immigra- Î effort to reach the United States. 


IMF Bailout for Brazil 


fled the country amid jitters aboul 
the governmıent's ability to pay its 
debts and nıaintain the value of its 
currency, the real. 

U.S. and IMF officials noted the 
Brazil package differecl lı some key 
respects from earlier rescues. It 
enables Brazil to borrow vasl suris 
upfront — provided reforms are 
moving quickly — if it needs to halt 
a panic, instead of waiting for the 
money to be parceled out according 
to a fixed sclıedule. 

And in an effort to convince in- 


bishop of Canterbury talks women | of conınunity, But then they ¢ tlon may not be so blunt as Senator | proved for the momenl in compari 
priest — or indeed ا‎ re- | away and i something entire RAQ'S ostensible surrender last | Richard G. Lugar (R-Indiana), who | son to last winter's similar crisis 
quiring a decision — but only as a | different. weekend, the fifth in a recur- | described the special commission | with Iraq. “We've given the dliplo- 
mocking echo. The buzz words were deci ring drama during the Clinton | as "toast," but one official spoke of | matic approach 1 great deal of time 
RIP, Woally, The culture shock of | hard choices, tough measus | Presidency, disgulses an outcome | "a post-UNSCOM world"; another | to play out,” muting French and 
the Blair revolution was too much | They privatised the control of lk | Substantially unlike the earlier ones, | said the arms panel “may have out- Û Russian criticism, said one White 
for you, and your feeble little heart | skies and the Queen's planes wl This one marked the death throes | Jived its effectiveness." House official. Expansion of the oil 
stopped beating, flew in them. And their most ard | an experiment in compulsory dis- “Had the coalition . . . replaced | forfood program to $10.5 billion a 
Consider, with sorrow and pity, | supporters, the businessmen ¥ | TMantent without conquest. the [Iraqi] government, we could | year, with U.N. control over Iraqi 
the torture of his last few days. He | loved them, had a litany to go «| , The cease-fire that ended the | have concluded UNSCOM's miş. | expenditures, “takes away the hur 
believed, all his life, in a “fairer” | that, "In a year theyil thank me’ P| ul War in 1991 left economic and | slon in a matter of months,” sald a | manitarian card he was trying to 
electoral system. Something more | making them, the unwanted mu | Military strangleholds on Iraq: an | European diplomat whose diagnosis | play last year. 
balanced, more caring, more inclu- | ers, redundant. They were high ¢ | oil embargo and a United Nations matches that of his counterparts in And with the Wye River accord. 
sive, And, at the close, it turned out necessary pain aııd effectiveness. charged with expunging | Washington. “Because we are not | “no one can criticize us for not hav- 
to be the European Parliamentary shole classes of weapons from | occupying the country, and because | ing made an extraordinary effort to 
Elections Bill. Fairness was getting OOLLY heard thet | Faqsarsenal, the resolutions of the U.N. all merr | bring about resumption of the peace 


[ 1 j, but he could nei tion the sovereignty and territorial | process.” 
iat td a a e TES a pattern Û integrity of Iraq, we have been of All these factors have made this a 
ness was excluding anybocly who | them in his addled head. Could yi the view all along tliat 0 cn e e time, r the iain! : 
i إ‎ tting jobs? Could je mantle those weapons only if there | reckoning, to reconcile U.S. en 
ee e ا‎ sltch- aie Oy E happier Hf is a degree of Iraqi cooperatlon. and means in the reglon without 


A second decline, which began to | damaging tlıe credibility of the U.S. 


Paul Blustein 


HE International Monetary 

Fund and the Clinton adrminis- 
tration last week unveiled a $41.5 
billion loan package for Brazil, set- 
ting up a crucial test of their ability 
to halt the spread of global financial 
turmoil after slnilar rescues failed 
in Russia and Indonesia. 

The effort to stabilize Brazil's 
economy, the largest in Latin Amer- 
ica, represents a nıajor initiative to 
keep the region from succumbing 


NE 0 e erî inority on the : : 
0 alle? E 0 Ce U ler bee 9 influence U.S. policy in the Middle Î or the Security Council. 
the axing of Dennis Canavan or tle | by telling the gang at the bak East more than a year ago, is Amer- America's primary strategic inter- 
nobbling of Rhodri Morgan or the | shut up (and clear 1 [mal cimbdown last Saturday, | ica's reduced influence in the re- İ est, officials sald, is still to prevent 
fixing of Red Ken? The final convut | Alastair Campbell first)? "hat 1 and foreign officials said | gion. While still “an unrivaled | the Baghdad regime om posing 1 
sions of doubt. He was not a ruthless nan HF 1 ort ls succeeding. threat — as jt did when it inva 


1 fel one beli Kuwait in Aııgust 1990 — to the Ara- 
Fift fore, , often timorous no believes UN- | « e laced the ا‎ 1 
cen years before, when the e ة‎ Shih sides of any ques | son has the means to finish its Had we rep bian peninsula, the worlds major 


Benn tide had threatened to engulf ٤ ¦ «ork against troleum resource. to the financial panic that has siruck Î vestors there was no further need to 
i a ebe 1 voled 2t ie heng and , he Us. priorily e e i Iraqi government we Peasured by conventional forces, | Asia and other emerging Î worry about Brazil's ability to pay 


economies. Global financial officials 
fear that a Brazilian collapse would 
swiftly undermine investor confl- 
dence worldwide and send markets, 
which have recently stabilized, into 
anather tailspin. 

The IMF's credibility, and that of 
its powerful backers at the U.S. 
Treasury, 1s on the Hine with this 
package as never before. Earlier 
„rescue packages have drawn ' fire 


its obligations, IMF officials said 
the. package was niore than ade- 
quately funded. 

“This amount jis significantly 
above the amouıts that we could en- 
visagc being needed to deal with 
events that might occur," sald Stan- 
ley Fischer, the IMF's deputy man- 
aging irector, adding that the IMF 
wanted “to provide reassurance tO 
the markets that you're not sort of . 


County Hall inviting Mrs T to close | agonised about that He'd minn, which restricts Iraq to a could have concluded the milan e a 
n done Mr Libel Had Briel. || EPI oa ll E : ا‎ OM need ا‎ E ٠ well in hand. The destruction of the 
and privately wished that somebody | best. peke | ruhiuly O O certify —~ quite | UNSCOM's misslon In | 0 
would give the left a bloody nose. Was this, then, 1f? The be 1 | cou ب‎ that Iraq has not ac- ٠ Gulf War and the 1 on 1 los! 
But his liberaliam, his essential | of Catholicism rather than the Ci 1 anl ed fully tor its ballistic missiles a matter of months’ a ا‎ 1 1 e 2 
lberallsm, wouldn't let him go that | E? The region Do iyar iie nuclear, biological and chem! ا‎ e E Te ye ا‎ 
eT TE ا و‎ govern loath though it is to frame it this | power,” as one senlor policymaker | ministration declared it — as the 
n e a ا مه ا ا‎ e comin: 0 the Clinton administration's i il the United States no longer j fourth-largest in the world. 

in 0 a lh e 1 can count on "the Pax Americana Anthony H. Cordeaman, a senlor 
e ab E that prevailed since the Gull War.” fellow at the Center for Strategic 


modern manner. that began | and International Studies, estimates | from critics for either being too pro- | slicing it very, very thin," 
The final convulsion, though, iahts) belng ;: | | One is the decline of UNSCOM's a E د‎ it that Iraq would have had to.inıport | tective of blg-money investors or But the move nevertheless repre- 
same early on Monday morning, as | long sleepless و‎ had diplomatic backing and its dally | Iraq arose from a unique confluence $12. billion in arms since 181 { ineffective İn halting panics. sents a major gamble, Brazil has 


.„ ` This time offlcials have been at 
pains to distinguish Brazil fronı Rus- 
sla, where the MFS $22 billion res- 
cue effort last summer ended 


disastrously after Moscow defaulted 


‘Tony Blair swept Saddam Hussein's Î For wiiat, ااا‎ 1 gotl struggle on | 


re than $250 billion in debt: 
last scrap of paper from the table | achieved? Wa more than $ SR E COE 


ing due in the next several months ). 
and the IMF is cssentially betting 
investors, wlll be satisfied enough 
with the terms of the package to 


he ground in Iraq. The | of favorable events. Tie aura öf in- | merely to sustain the diminished 
roved on admin shares erican cultivated | armed forces Saddam Hussein had 
: of, a 1 istration now vincible Am might, cultivate : : 
a SO a AT CTL) POCA Secuitty Counc | by ne vidgorminded riciere of lhe | afer he ronl #oflered la Kowal, TO 
واھ‎ 1 : : 1 , us Î, Sustain ira ar 0 
E a E al ld Dê enemlee, who were i r ogg UNSCONM's ا ا‎ E lesser skirmishes gince, | man estimates, it would have had to 


Ê 


diplomatiç force — revived the cora | declined, the U.S. has built up a, 
0 for Influence that had e e mlltary ا‎ i 

iadom: û | peared witli. the ` collapse of the |; gion —~ even apar! e bulldu 
e ا‎ On a e stopped beating. iraq oı 10del’'of |. Soviet Unjon. And dekpite fhe Octo- | underway اا‎ j that 1s far more 
Security Council TE :. -Farewell, Wao! . “" ‘ber 28 Iaraell-Palestinlan ‘accord, | powerfutthan before, '' '. 
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with thé suffering masses of Iraq. 


threaten Brazil in September and 
He didn't believe in smart. missiles 2 


‘early Ocléber when about.$30 bil 
‘Bon — more ' than onethird of , 
' Brazil's hard-cuUrrency feservês  — 


lars — Hearly twice aš much as In 
Russia's casê, though not as much | . 
as the $57 billion international )'. 
` bailout for South Korea. 


`golng too far, but a believer in jaw- | Who cared abo’ rasp. The ۴ lori — as | import nearly $48 billion in arms. on a pùrtlion of its debts and deval- | keep thelr money in the country. 
jaw and all that stuff, He gave copi- | the little list ~~ oF j| ect, lo exe gmalelon وا ا‎ E ar ‘and |' A Iraq's i and alr force haye Î ‘ued the ruble. „` | The loan package also represents a 
ously to Oxfam and empathised | the shanties of Conquering 2 5 The debacle iri Ruasla started to 'Î .ıuge commitment of taxpayer dol- 


campaign against the “New Slavery” and joined 
forces with the coalition Jubilee 2000 in calling on 
creditor natlons to write off the debts of the poor- 
eat nations by the start of the next millenniaom. 
Honduras and Nicaragua, the two countries hard- 
eat hit by Hurricane Mitch, were on the list. 
Indeed, Nicaragua was something of a negative 
star. At $1,300 per person lt has the world’s 
highest level of debt per head of population. 
Thanks largely to the UK Chancellor Gordon 
Brown, Britain's record on softening the debt 
burden has been better than most of the Group of 
Severn. He has argued that countries recovering 
from civil war, the “poat-conflict nadona”, should 
get special terms. Nevertheless the Birmingham 
G7 summit thia year produced leas than we and 
the Jubilee 2000 coalitton had hoped for, In 
August, with 500 days before the millennium, only 
glx countries have started to receive the limited 
relief available under the World Bank's heavily- 
indebted poor countries initiative, known as HIPC. 
So it la welcome that Mr Brown is now auggest- 
ing that the creditors recognise a category of “post- 
catastrophe countries” which would get fast-track 
relief, But in spite of its new announcements, the 
Government has a long way to go. Unlike France, 
which bas written off the debt owed to it by 
Honduras and Nicaragua, and Cuba, which has 
written off Nicaragua's debt, Britain’a proposed 
moratorium for Honduras and Nicaragua is only 
debt postponement, not debt reduction. The 
Government's talk of a trust fund into which Britain 
and other governments can pay money to help the 
Central Americans meet their obligations is only 
an accounting device to avoid writing the debts off. 
What is needed now is a creditors’ conference 
on Honduras and Nicaragua that can take up the 
idea for a “human development window” to be 
incorporated within HIPC. Initially proposed by 
Tanzania and Oxfam International for all high-debt 
countries, it would call for debt cancellation with 
the requirement that every dollar forgiven should 
be matched by at least 85 cents spent by the 
debtor government on poverty reduction, whether 
that means extra schools, housing, or hospitals, It 
would create a kind of benign structural adjuat- 
ment to replace the International Monetary Fund's 
earlier programmes which rtequited draconlan 
cuts in government spending and have thrown mil- 
lions of people in the poorest countries into even 
greater poverty. If such a special conference for 
Central America could later be matched by others 
for the reat of the HIPC countries, Hurricane 
Mitch might be seen as a turning point for good. 


Radical pact 


Aێ‎ A PIECE of writing the joint statement by 
Tony Blair and Paddy Ashdown is a slightly 
bland read —~ but two sentences leap otıt. The firat 
brings the news that the Labour-Lib Dem commit- 
tee which had previously confined itself to conati- 
tutional matters will now discuss much more: 
perhaps Europe, penslons, education, health and 
welfare. The second ia a declaration that: “Our two 
parties will continue to offer differeut choicea ta 
the British people in the ballot box whenever the 
appropriate opportunity arises.” This phrase ia 
either the result of some aloppy drafting or a highly 
significant hint, It could mean cross-party coali- 
tons in referendum campaigns or even electoral 
Pacts — an epochal development in British poli- 
tics. Or it might mean nothing at all: the document 
goes onı to insist that there ahould be no nartowing 
of the choices available to British voters. 

On any reading, the document marks a break- 
through. Thanks to its constitutional reform, the 
Government is already reshaping political life, 
Now Labour and the Liberal Democrats are look- 
ing forward to the world after the Jenkins report, a 
world of proportional representatlon in which 
parties have to work with, not againat, each other. 

‘Tribalists on both sides will object, Lib Dems 

want more than “conaultatlon”" in return for the 
inevitable biurring of identity that comes with co- 
operation, But Mr Ashdown ls right: Lib Dems now 
have a chance to influence questions they have 
merely banged on about for a half century, 
Labouriteas need have no fear elther, The move 
requirea no great sacrifice by the Government, but 
it does enable Mr Blair to cast himself as an inelu- 
sive figure, able to transcend the old party Hines, 
And, as the two men promise, co-operation be- 
tween them ntakes the Conservatives ever more 
marginal, with “the ascendancy of progressive pol- 
itics" ever more a reality, The 21st may be thê 
“century of the radicals” after all, : 
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Bill and Tony 
versus the world 


F BILL CLINTON is the Harry Houdini of world 

politics, then surely Saddam Hugsein Js the 
Pauline — the young damsel, repeatedly tied to the 
rallway tracks in the face of anı oncoming loco- 
motive, somehow sprung to aafety seconds before 
her death, Last weekend's events played out ke a 
particularly nail-biting episode of the Perils Of 
Pauline, with Saddam once again cheating mortal- 
ity — and thwarting the will of the international 
community. The B-52 bombers carrying multiple 
cruise misalles were in mid-air when the order to 
abort came through -— a U-turn in the air. 

The pattern la becoming repetitive. Baghdad 
blocks weapons inspectors. World leaders huff 
and puff in anger. Waslıington and London gear up 
to blow Saddam's houae down. Saddam offers total 
cllmbdown. UN accepts it, then reads small print 
to discover climbdown ls not total at all, but partial 
and conditional. Still, Saddam avoida carpet- 
bombing because moment has passed, Of courage, 
the immediate reaction to that outcome is relief, 
Just one week after we remembered the dead of 
this bloody century, few were eager to add to the 
total. But the latest round of the Saddam saga has 
expased some important weaknesses in the world 
community that extend far beyond Iraq. 

At firat, Iraq's deflance brought a reluctant zınlty 
to the five permanent members of the Security 
Council, Saddam Hussein was an offender with a 
long fap sheet, a proven record not only as a killer 
of his owrı people but as a reglonal bully prepared 
to invade Kuwait to the south and gas the Kurds to 
the north. Hla renewed blocking of the Unscom 
inspectors last month was a strike against the 
Permanent Five of the Security Council but also 
against Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary General who 

personally agreed a compromise with him on thia 
matter in February, Baghdad was giving the finger 
to them all. That ls why China, Russia and France 
— who usually lend a more receptive ear to Iraq — 
were prepared, however reluctantly, to go along 
with the US and Britain to pound Baghdad Into 
nace, The ا 8 ا‎ e BOT 

was e gave just enough to ge the 
French-Russlan-Chinese axia, while making Buff 
cient demands to leave the British and the 
Americans dissatisfled. The effect waa to split a coall- 
tion that had begun to glue itself together agalnst 
him, and to expose the fault-line that now separates 
London and Wasbington from the rest of the world. 

This is the problem which now confronts Tony 
Blair and Bill Clinton: how to bridge the gap 
between the English-apeaking powers and the rest 
of the Security Council, Surely what 1s needed now 
is, first, an Iraqi implementation of its commit- 
ments — so that a world-ihreatening programme of 
chemical and biological weapon production can be 
seen and ellminated — fallowed by an effort by 
Britain and the US to listen to the concerns raiaed 
by Paris, Maacow and Beijing, 

Thelr desire to see some end to the sanctions 
imposed on Baghdad since 1991, whose victim 
has been the Iraqi people themselves, cannot be 
waved aside. These two sides need to draw up a 
common position in tine for the next showdown. 
While they are at it, our leadera need ta work out a 
shared view of what should happen next, after pos- 
sible bombing and after Saddam. And they need to 
rench such an understanding soon — before we 
have to witness another episode of a serial which is 
becoming painfully familiar. 


Putting debt relief 
on a fast track 


TTAKES one catastrophe to remind the world of 
another. The devastating impact of Hurricane 
Mitch on the already poverty-stricken people of 
Central Anterica has had one potential benefit. Its 
onslaught on the houses, the flelds, the roads, the 
bridges, and the economic Hvellhood of the famd- 
ties of those who survived it has alerted donors in 
the richeat countries to the alaw-mation disaster 
that was already eroding the chancea of a life of 
«cignity in Honduras and Nicaragua. Debt burden 
condemns the poorest countries to 4 future with 
insufficient schools, hospitals, and other basie 
welfare provision as government budgets become 
skewed towards satisfying creditors first. 
Six months ago the Guardian launched its 


Today, the District's treatment 
system is a shambles, Residentlal 
facilities are so overwhelmed that 
many drug offenders —- mandated 
to trealment by judges — languish 
in prison for months for lack of a 
bed. The cruslı is due in part to 
hureaucralic Inefficiency, but even 
more lo inadequate (funding. 
Belween 1943 aud 1998, the Dis- 
trict's Addiction Prevention ancl Re- 
cnvery Actministration's budget cll 
fram $31.3 million to $19.7 million. 

The crisis is harclly limited to the 
Districl. ‘Tarlay, lhe U.S. has an 
elimaled 4 million hard-cure uscrs 
uf heroin, crack, cocaine ancl 
melhiunphelamine. While making 
up unly 40 percent of all Ihe dry 
users İn {he country (the resl bei 
ly rerrcalional user), tlene 
alc uses account fur nn 
wllmatlel 75 percemM af all the 
rlrugs consutndaıl, as well ù4 most of 
he crime anl other issociatecl 
nobles. 

Al {he momeut, the tion's 
treatment prugrams can HCCOINNIND- 
لlate‎ only about 5O percent uf these 
users, In other wortls, nearly 3 mil. 
liun people whe miglvt bunefil fron 
hulp are unable to gel it. Acvortling 
to lhe Office nf Nalimal Piru 
Cuntrel Pulicy, makin up illis 
difference woul cost an ditional 


$3.4 billion a year — more than 10 
lines he amount ipprupmiilvel by 
UongIuss. 


Told a ruurn ta Ihe iufiproacl 
and funding palerns uf Ihe Nixun 
writ work tûclay? Much has changurdl. 
There are many more adelivts Lhe 
iı the early 1970s. Ancl those il- 
dlicls have many more prubleris, 
from bumelessness and mental 
iness tû AJDS and Luberculosis. 
Whals more, ıniny of loclay's users 
are hooked an erick :iul Cucaine, 
lor which uealuents like methnr 
done ié uscless. Nonetheless, 
study after study has confi'merl the 
cost-effectiveness of treatuent in 
dealing with addiction. 

In 1996, (or instance, the U.S. 
government, in a slucly of hard-core 
users entering treatment, found tliat 
the number who used cocaine fell 
from 39.5 percent befare (reatment 
to 17.8 percent a year later; for 
lıeroln, the rate went Irom 23.6 per- 
cent to 12.6 percent. 

A 1994 Rand Corp. study found 
drug treatment was seven limes 
more costeffective tlıan domestic 
law enforcement, 10 times more 
effective than interdiction, and 
23 times more effective than drug- 
suppression efforts in countries that 
supply drugs. 


‘After two weeks, breech fetuses 
had turned over in 75 percent of 
the 130 women who received moxi- 
bustion daily or twice a day .but in 
only 48 percent of 130 women who 
didn't get the treatment, he said. 

“This treatment is quite strange 
for u8, but it is easy, cheap, safe 
and can be done at lıome,” said 
Cardinl. “If tt fails to altain the 
result, another therapy can be ‘| 
done Inter." 0 

In another study; a stretching 
regimen’ based on yoga was found 
to help relieve hand palo and weak- 
„ness produced by carpal tunnel . 
. syndrome, which: is caused by 
compression of a nerve at thé wrist. 

But.'. spinal nıanlipulation by 
‘chiropractors. was not ‘shown to + 
:relleve tension headaches. The 


. herb, ' Garcinia ' ‘cambogia, come--' |: 


, monly found in supplernents . 
marketed to ‘dieters was no more 


effective than a placebo for promot: ' 1 


: ing weight loss. And acupuncture 
turned. out to bel no better than a 
placebo for-paln caused‘by nerve < 


patlents' are trying, Î also tried alternative therapies. : 'Î and also increasing its annual bud- Î the study in China. ıi ' ` damage in people with AIDS, ' ‘‏ ر 
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singlv heroin (leath,. The cily's 
erime rale, meanwhile, declined A 
remarkable 369 percem nr thc 
year. (Nalionally, crime fell by 3 per- 
vent in 1972 — fhe firat suelı evline 
in 17 years.) By 1973, the heroin 
vpidemic İn the District — asin tlie 
nation as a wlholc — was ebbing. 

That, however, was the syslenm's 
high point. In 1973, when Jalfe lefl 
the government, ht NTA quickly 
lost its focus. It was further hurt by 
cuts in federal treatment. Under the 
Reagan alministralion in the 1980#, 
lhe system completely collapsed, 
and enforcenıent absorbed 80 per- 
cent ofits budget. 

Just as (ceatment was lagging, 
crack hit Washington and other 
cities. By 1989, the crack scourge 
was causing suclı alarm that Presi- 
dent George Bush vowed to stop it. 
Willam Bennett, his drug czar, 
decided to make the District of 
Columbia a “test case" for’ his policy. 
Tothat end, he proposed a $100-mil- 
lion plan for the city, wilh some of 
the money going to nıore treatment. 
Unlike Krogh, however, Bennett 
failed to involve lucal officials, and 
the D.C. government — led by a 
mayor convicted of crack posses- 
sion in 1990 — was rudderless. 


get from $20 millon to $50 million. 
Only about 40 percent of people 
who use alternative theraples tell 
their doctors, the survey found. And 
as many as 15 million people:who 
lake prescriptlon drugs also are 
using herbs or high-dose vitamina, 
raising concerns about possible side 
effects from combining treatments, 
The six studies tested various 
alternative theraples using a classic 


resèearch design, the randomized 


clinical trial in which one group of 
patients receives 4 treatment and 
another group receives a placebo. 
Some of the results were surprising. 

Far instance, ' one ‘study found 
‘that moxibustion, : a ' traditional 


Chinese therapy'in which an' herb; 


` Artemisia vulgaris, was burned next 
to ‘an “acupunclure’ point" on the 
toe, proved safe and «effective ‘for 


stimulating fetuses in the woınbs bf 
pregnant Women to turn over froma ` 


breech (feetfirsD): ' position’ to a 
headfirst position; which İs safer for 
delivery, said Francesco Cardinî, an 
Italian gynecologist who conducted 


Methadone programs help addicts got off hernin 


3 2 1 


Armed wilh these resulls, Ile 
Nixon alle who hacl set up the NTA, 
Egil “Bud” Krogh Jlr., began lobbhy- 
ing far a nalional treatmvnt offen 
sive. The White House was at firsl 
reluctant, but, shaken by reporls 
that as many as IO to 1% percent of 
the Gls then relurning from 
Vietnam were addicted 1o heroin, 
Nixon announced on June 17, 1971, 
that he was selling up a special 
action office under the clirection uf 
Jaffe to expancl services for acldivts. 
Over the nexL year, Jaffe spent 
hundreds of millions of government 
dollars to open methadone clinics 
and residential programs around 
the country. By lhe (all of 1972, 
treatment was available nationwide 
to all addicls who wanted it. 

in addition, the Nixon aclıninis- 
tration successfully attacked the 
suppliers of heroin, including the 
infamous French Connection. But 
fully two-thirls of the governmenl's 
resources went on stopping the 
demand [or drugs. 

The impact was İinımediate. 
Throughout 1972, the number of 
District residents dying from 
heroin-related overdoses declined 
month by month; in September of 
that year, the city recorded not a 


America Opts for Alternative Medicine 


“f think we're all of the age, and 
:we know enough about medicine, 
‘that we're willing to consider that 
perhaps Western medicine docan't 
haye the only answer,” he sald, 

The' researchers estimated that 
Anıericans spênt'$37 billion, most of 
it not relmbursed by Insurance 
companies, or alternative treatments 


last year. Among the’ fastest-grow- 


ing theraples were herbal remedlee, 
massage, megavitamins, relaxation 
. techniques and “spiritual healing”. 


“Consumers need and deserve'|. 


better information on what ‘works 


-and wlıat doesn't,” said Senator Tim 


Harkin, Denıocrat of lowa, who 
spongored the legislation that 
created tiıe Oifice ‘of Alternative 
` Medicine at the National Institutes 
af Health in 1991. ' I E 

Last ‘month, President Clinton 
signed a law upgrading the office to 
the National Center for’ Comple- 
. mentary! and Altérnative 'Medicine 


The U.S. came close to defeating its drug problem 
when it tried treating addicts, writes Michael Massing 


Washington’s More 
„Enlightened Days 


enforcement and interdiction, and’ | ; 


jııst onethirl for treatment and 
prevention. Next year’s budget will 
be even more lopsicled; Congress 
voted $942 million in enıergency 
appropriations for (irug enforce- 
ınenl. Treatment will receive im 
increase of a mere $275 nıiillion. 

Lost in this game of numbers ix 
any recognition of the real benefils 
a fullservlce irealment systeın 
could have for Washington and 
ulher cilies. But (hey are clear 
enoııgh from the one Lime suclı an 
approach was tried. 

In the late 1950s, Washinglolı, 
like many other cities, was gripped 
by a heroin èpidemlc. At the time, 
treatment was all but unavaiable. lı 
Chicago, however, a pioneerink 
psyeho-pharmacologist uameel 
Jeroıne Jaffe hal sel Up û network 
of clinics offering the synthetic 


narculic methadone andl other 
ıreatmenls lo help iddicls ul uff 
heroin. [mpressed, Washinglon 


decided to sel up a small-scale 
version in the Distrlet, acl in Ihe fal! 
uf 1969, methadone became ivail- 
able in {he nation's capital for the 
first time, 

The program soon expancled. 
thanks to the support of tlle Nixon 
While House. It's not thal Richard 
Nixon had any special compassion 
for drug addicts. But during ihe 
1968 campaign, he had pronıised to 
reverse the steep rise in the nation's 
crime rate and had singled out {he 
District {for special attention, Once 
iıı office, his top aides advised him 
that drug prevention was a sure way 
of cutting crime. 

On February 19, 1970, lhe Nar- 
cotics Treatment Aclministration 
{NTA) opened ifs coors, offering 
nıainly methaclone but also residen- 
tial treatment aud drug-free out- 
patient care. The system was 
immediately swamped. 

That same year crime in the Dis- 
trict fell by 5.3 percent — the first 
such decrease in years. D.C. police 
officials credited the expansion of 
the police force, the use of more 
aggressive tactics and the availabil- 
ily of drug treatment, 


said the editor, George Lundberg, 
An estimated 83 million American 
adlults—ن‎ more than four out of 10 — 
used some form of alternative 
medical treatment last year, accord- 
ing to the new survey by a Harvard 
research team. They reported that 
visits to practitioners of alternative 
therapies, from herbal medicines to 
“energy healing," ‘have increased 
47 percent since 1990, propelled 
chiefly ‘by middleaged,  healtlr’ 
. conscious baby boomers. Half of the 
people between age 35 and 49 re-. 
ported 'of using at least one of ihe 
surveyed treatnients last year, The’ 
majority of: users sald ‘they werê’ 
turning tothe therapies to prevent’ 
futute illnègsef rather than to treat 
‘current ones, م‎ 
Jeff Sherman, 46, a real estate 
` developer from McLean, said he has 
used acupunctürê anid' homeopathy 
to relieve headaches ahd dizziness: 
He said many’ of: hiş friends have 


EW AMERICAN cities have 

been more devastalecl by ille- 

gal drug use than Washing- 
ton. Abusers of heroin, crack ancl 
cocaine have fed robbery aııd bur- 
xglary rates, sent child welfare case- 
loals soaring ancl cloggecl courts 
and jails. They also have over- 
whelıned the city's ireatment cen- 
wrs; of the Distrkct's estimatecl 
#5000 substance abusers, barely 
10 percent can be accommodalterl hy 
lucal treatment programs toclay. 

lt wası't always like this, Hard as 
it may be to believe, a liltle more 
than 25 years ago the District 
fight the drug war successfully 
wilh a comprehensive treatment 
syslem that was cousilered a model 
for lhe nalion. The syslem's brief 
lul remarkable history provicles 
cunpelling evidence of just how 
tffeiive treatment can be in redue- 
ing rng abuse aul crinte. 

Tuday, of course, (ruy treatment 
is uwol held in high regard. Frum 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani's bilter 
allacks on nıethadone programs in 
New York City to President Clin- 
lon's ulter indifference in lhe White 
House, treatment seenıs the least 
favoreıl weapon in the war on drugs. 
Of the $16 billion the federal 
Bovernment is spending this year to 

; ight drugs, fully two-thirds goes for 


Nixon: ordered treatment 
addicted GIs from Vietnam 


Susan Okla 


SE OF "alternalive” treatments 

Such as herbal supplements, 
ja Ssnge therapy and ınegavitamins 
1o casing dramatically and visits 
i lermative practitioners have be- 
het Imore common than visits to 
oy ily doctor, according to a 

survey. ٣ 


n same time; scientific at- 

8 E the effectiveness 

pies are starting to 

ili ale \hose that work from those 
iat do not, 


The studies were amo; a half- 
dozen publislied last weck ia the 
of the American: Medical 
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States Close 
to Tobacco 
Settlement 


Saundra Torry and 
John Schwartz 


HE nation's leading tobacco |, 

companies and eight attor. f 
neys general reached agreement 
last week on the major provl- 
sions of a $206 billion deal 
deaigned to end a massive legal ` 
assault on the industry by more 
than three dozen states, 

The deal — which would be- 
come the largest legal settlement 
in U.S. history — will only go 
ahead with the approval of those 
states with lawsuits pending ' 
against the industry, But many : 
observers believe a majority of Î 
state attorneya general will 
decide to settle rather than 
continue to fight the powerful 
industry in court. 

The proposed settlement is far 


narrower than either (he unsuc- ; % 


cesaful denl proposed last year j 
or the failed Senate legislation. ! 
Those ımeasures would have | 
forced huge increases in the | 
price of ciuareltes, greatly | 
restricted tobacco advertising | 
und marketing, and imposed ! 
financial penalties if youth 
smoking rates did not fall. 

The new proposal would, 
however, solve the tobacco 1 
industry's most threulening legal 
prublem, pour billions of dollars 
into state treasuries, and impose 
Hl least some restrictions on 
tobacco advertising and markel- 
ing. Ht would ban tobacco bill ; 
buirds, transit advertisements 
and cartaan figures, such as Jot j 
Camel. 


general Christine Gregoire . 
{Demucrat), one of the chlef 
negotiators, sald the deal, if 
approvecl, would achieve “his- 
toric public health gains” and 
offer “the single largest e0” 
nomıic recovery in history. 
Critics say the marketing con” 
censions are mild compared to 
wlınt the Industry offered to 
up lwo years ago in a 
that collapsed in Congress. 
Smokers may 0 e r 
they are being a8 
the settlement, The deal doesn’! 
require a price hike as the 
1997 tobacco settlement wO’ 
have. But analysts expect one 
or a series of small r atl 
way, The experts are 1 
that a 35 cent-per-pack Incre*# 
would be required. 
Pennsylvania anti-smoking 
activist BII Godahall pronounce 
the deal “terrible for tapa î, 
and not good for public healt 
He and 0 n 
officials to reject 
states would do better ly tak 
their cases to trial, or even . 
settling thenı individually . ‘ 
. Others cautioned against u 
reacting n ay to a dgel 
feel helpless to stOP» Former 


Waslıinıgton atate attorney 7 


ı Mary Aronson, alll 


How many tates agree, J 0l: 


. Food and Drug Adminls! 

' commissioner Dovid e : 
"who was at the forefront 97 | 
; efforts to r 0 

, setilemıent, sald OB 2. 
feelings thi e, n alj about 

, money,” he şaid, . af thir 
‘Very Hile in It for publlç healt: 


alyst, sald the orlfical issuê “1 


:e do or key onê dof’, „ : lel 
liber hé whole thing HEVE, 
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Bones discovered in Niger's Tencre Desert revealed a dinosaur as large as a city bus, with a snout Tike a mutant crocodile 


Huge New Species of Dinosaur Found 


familiar theropod group ol bipedal 
carnivores that includes Tyran- 
nosaurııs and Velociraptor, and 
wlıich is thouglıt to comprise the 
ancestors of molern birds, But il is 
also pat of lhe puzzling spinosaur 
sub-group. These Lwo- lo six-ton ani- 
mals were distinguished by shallow 
skulls, long, narrow snouts with 
conical teeth, and a hard palate or 
plate of bone on the rool of he 
mouth. 

The classic lheropods, by cun- 
trasl, had blude-shnped, serrated 
teellh ant high skulls, both nicely 
adapled to shrcdding tlie (esh uf 
their prey. 

It is likely that Suchomimus ancl 
the three uther known spinusau's 
evolved long, thin mouths and cuni- 
cal teeth to snatch and holcl fish (or 
possibly small terrestrial dinosaurs). 
The narrow snoul seents designed 
to move easily througlı waler in 
search of prey. Ancl teeth of thal 
shape “function belter as piercers 
and graspers (han as slicers awuıd 
slashers — thal is, as meal huuks 
rather than steak knives,” paleo 
logist Thomas R. Holtz Jr. of the 
Universily ùf Maryland wriles in a 
conmmentar'y in Science. 


partment of vertebrate paleontology 
at the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York. “It shows that 
the spinosaurs were much more 
(liverse than we'd thought.” 

Several lantallzing spinosaur fos- 
sils had been found in central Niger 
since the 1950s. Large expeditions, 
however, lıave been few. The 
Tenere Deserl is one of {he more 
forbidding landscapes on Earth, a 
bleak expanse uf sun-parclied, 
migratory dunes aııd exposed rock. 

But during the midl-Cretaceuur, 
when Suchoniimus was flourishing, 
it was pusitively lush. “Tlıcre were 
stancls of lrces, and plains thal wert 
probably [ern-covered," Sereno saidl. 

There were broad rivers that ac- 
coınmodated several types of plant- 
eating dinosaurs, n flying reptile 
called a pterosaur with a 12-foot 
wing span, and numerous marine 
crealures including a six-fool-long 
freshwater shark and an enormous 
prinitive fish callecl a coelacanth. lı 
addition, Suchomimus “shared tlie 
environment with huge crococliles, 
50 feet long," Sereno sald. "Their 
skulls alone are six feet long." 

Suchominus (from the Greek for 
“crocodllle-mimic”) belongs to the 


menıber David Varricchio came 
across what looked llke n spinosaur 
thuınb claw. 

It was just sifting there, “exposed 
over the course of centuries by wincl 
arl sand, waiting for anybody to 
discover it,” Sereno said. If Ihe rest 
was nearby, the world would “lıave a 
chance to see finally what one of 
these strange, fish-ealing predators 
looked like.” 

His group began digging. Dozens 
of lous of rock and (lirt later, they 
had amassel 400 pieces of bone, 
yielding a 70 percenl complele 
skeleton, ircluding (he hugely 
powerful fourfool-long forelegs 
wilh bones several inches thick and 
ilıree claws on each limb, “That's 
the strongest forelinıb of any preda- 
tory dinosaur,” Sereno sail. 

The results, including a fulkscale 
skeletal model, were displayed last 
week at a news conference at the 
National Geographic Society, whicl 
partially funded the research, and 
the findl is reporleel in the latest 
issue of the journal Science. 

“Any new spinasaur material is 
particularly welcome, because they 
are such slrange animals," sald 
Mark Norell, chairman of the de- 


Gurt Suplee 


ROM bencall the wind- 

whipped ctınes of western 

Africa, fossihunters have uıı- 
earlhel a previously unknown 
species of dinosaur: a 100-million- 
year-old predalor' lhe size of a cily 
bus with 16iııcl, hook-shapecl 
thumb claws and a snout like a 
mutad crocodile, 

Aft 3û feet long and 13 feet lıigh, 
aul weighing an eslimated five 
long, Sttchamiytts teuerensis WAS al 
lel as big as the average Tyran 
nosaurus. But its lifeslylt was 
conusiclerably (tifferent; scicnlisls 
believe it preferred a dict of fish. 

“It's a dinosaur trying bard tu be 
a crocodile,” sald Paul C. Sereno of 
lhe Universily of Chicago, who led 
the international 18-strong expcdi- 


lion that discovered the crealure's 
remaiııs in remote central Niger late 
last year. 

The fiud adds a stıiking new 
specimen to a vêry rare and myste- 
rious splinter xroup of dinosaurs — 
the long-snouted, narrow-mouthecl 
spinosaurs. Only tlırec fragmentary 
exanıplês were known before De- 
cenıber 4, 1997, when expeditlon 


No. 1 Republican campaigner in le 
congressional elevlions of 1966. 
Thirly-six year's luler, Gingrich ınay 
be able to (lo ihe same. 

Fourth, Gingriclı, lke Nixon, cim 
count oıı the enmily of Democranls 
to sustain his popularity in his own 
party. Just as Nixon proudly wore 
the bull's eye the Democrats had 
pinned on his chesl, Gingrich will 
be helped among Republicaıs by 
being the continuing target of 
Democratic barbs, 

Fifth — and lere's a surprise — 
Gingrich, like Nixon, will be kept 
alive by the same press he claims 
has been out to get lim. A genera- 
tion ago, a platoon of reporters had 
made a living for years covering 
Nixon — and the habit was impossi- 
ble to break. They went to him, as a 
private citizen, knowing they'd get 
usable quotes and interesting ideas 
from a mar who waş more intrigu- 
ing to the public than any Republi 
can then in office. . 1 

When the cliches of the pust- 
Gingrich Republican officeholders 
begin to pall, which may be soon, 
this generation of reporters will 
beat a path to Gingrich’s door and, 
over time, help cement his reputa. 


„on as Mr. Republican, 


! A good friend at The Wall Street 
Journal, Alan Otten, said the biggeşt 
mistake he ever made was throwing 


out his Nİxon files after the, Califor. 
‘nia gubernatorial election in '1962,. 


Dumping, the Gingrich, files would 


|, be Justas dumb today, , 


Pundits Write Off Newt at Their Peril 


ing the country arl the world, while 
most of the others are struggling 
with the minutiae of congressional 
legislation anl state governınenL 
Second, he has the financial and 
organizatlonal base to remain an im- 
portant player. Nixon survived his 
twin defeats because of the network 
of political friends on Roseınary 
Woods’ Rolodex, But he had only a 
few financial patrons in the early 
1960s and a staff of one, Johıı Sears. 


Gingrich will be kept 
alive by the same 
press he.claims has 


: been out to get him 


Gingrich lıas the best fund-raising 
list İn the Republican Party and a 
ready-made vehicle in GOPAC, the. 


machine he used to creaté a, GOP | 


House majority. . 8 
Third, Gingrich is, as Nixon was, 
the best traveling campaigner in hjs 


party. He draws crowds and faiges 


money for GOP’ candidates as no 
one else can. If thé Democrats keep 
the White House in 2000, you can 


„bet that Gingrich vill be much in dê 


mand.in the elections.of 2002. Nixon 
established his pre-emptive claim on 
the 1968 nomination by being the 


dlency, Gingtich lıas been the same. 
‘The taclics arıd rhetorle of both Gin- 
grich and Nixon (Irew strong criti- 
cisn wilhîn Republican ranks; they 
were (listrusted by both the pro- 
gressive and conservative wings of 
thelr parly; and bath were thor- 
oughly reviled by the Democrats. 

The defeats Nixon suffered in 
1960 and 1962 were far nıore dan 
aging than Gingrich'’s abandoning 
the speaker's chair to atone for 
Republican nıidter'm election losses. 
And yet Nixon came back to win the 
presidency in 1968. 

If Glngrich ls to return in a sini 
lar manner, there is but one neces- 
sary precondition —- and this is 
biggest uncontrolled variable in 
Gingrich's future: the next presiden- 
tial election, Gingrich cannot be a 
plausible presidential candidate in 
#2000 any nore than Nixon could 
have been in, 1964, Nixon could 
emerge only from the wreckage of 
Barry Goldwater's defeat. If the 
GOP elects a president (wo years 
from nçw,’ the parade will have 


passed Gingrich, by. But if the ' 


Demçgcrats keép the White House, 


'Î the way back for Gingrich) ls clea: 


First, he has the capacity to retain 


Î and embellish his Nixoniaiî ,reputar 
.tlon as the “big Ideûs, big ‘issues’. 


man In .the Republicari Party, He 


Î does this’ by thinking, wriiing and 
„|, speaking oni ihe large challehges fac 


OPINION 
David S. Broder 


VER the years, the personal 

shortcomings and the political 
miscalculatlons that forced Newt 
Gingrich 4o bail out aş speaker of 
the House have been discussed and 
documented so often they barely 
need repeating. From the hubris 
that led him into the fatal shutdown 
of (he government in 1995 to the 
folly of his leading the Republican 
drive (or impeachment, it is a well 
kııown tale. 

But Gingrich is far from finished, 
and now seenıs the ideal time to ex- 
plain why. | can sum it up in two 
wards: Richard Nixon. 

The parallels between the two 
men are striking and — if one cir- 
cumstance beyond Gingrich’s con 
trol turns out right for hin — tlhe 
story line could be the same. 

Nixon was 47 when he lost the 
presldential election to John F. 


Amierlean’ politician 
odds, the met con: 1. 
the six yeûrê OF BI Clinton’ presk 


SLAVIA CONDEMNED TO A LINGERING DEATH -- Page 4 
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[beGuardian 


Weekly 


become a political weapon. In 


& YUG 
Pacific Rim 

tariff talks | 
break down | 


unable to resolve Japanese ob : 


period. Despite a series of loans 
from the World Bank and the Inter- 
national Monclary Fund, there was 
no real improvenıeıt In policy urlil 
a new governıuent cate to power in 
the early 19908, 

In these difficult environments, 
effective assistance must eııcom- 


16 FINANCE 


Target aid where it will do good 


countries such as Ethiopia or 
Uganda received less ald per capita 
than poor countries wlth weak pall 
cles. Rather than rushing in along- 


still live in extreme poverty — on 
less than $1 a day, Even more lack 
basic services such as clean water, 
sanitation, electricity and schooling. 


Donors are giving up on 
ald, but Joseph Stiglitz 
argues that it can benefit 


Tis new focus on the circum- | side policy reforms, aid seems to | pass nore than just money or Ppro- | anariate Bano 1 
countries that are well-run stances under which ald works | taper out as reforms are adopted. jects, It must also focus on ideas or Sharlotte Danny and agenoles | 
changes the nature of the debate. Opponents of foreign ald may | knowledge creation. The icleas side P4ciric Rim countries failed | , 
OREIGN aid is at an alltime | Rather than arguing far more ald ar | argue that Assessing Aid, by explor- | of aid is critical for helping voun- to clinch a trade deal seen gs 
۳ low. More than 50 years afler | less assistance, Assessing Ald sug- | ing how to use ald more effectively, | tries reform and helping comınuni- | eruclal in convincing world mar- 1 November 1998 
the “ald era" began with the | gests that donors should concentrate | gives licence to donors to decrease | ties provide effective public | kets that the reglon is atill com. 
Marshall Plan iı 1947, development | on providing more effective aid. their aid budgets. In fact, the report | services suclı as education, health, | ınitted to opening its borders to 
assislance has tumbled to lesa than Assessing Ald finds foreign aid | encourages donors to contribute | and water. foreign goods, despite experi- 
a quarter of 1 per cent of major | lıas the strongest impact on growth | more aid where it will have the most Vietnam is one success story. I | encing the worat financial crisis 
donors’ gross national product, the | in developing countries with sound | impacl. Increasing aid 1o countries | inillaled a homegrown reform pro- | for 50 years. : : i 
smallest share ever. policies and instilutlons — for | which can use it effectively has very | gramme in lhe 19808. Sweden and After four days of talks İn the 105 colo! e hey can e pS ie 1 
Among Lhe reasons for this drop, example, macroeconomic stability, | real consequences for the poor. For | the Unitecl Nations Development | Malaysian capital, Kuala 0 a SCE 0 € Nıge ا ا‎ f e hl 
one stantls oul: {he assumption that | openness to trade, secure property | example, allocating $10 billion in aid | Programıne provided policy aclvice Lumpur, officials froın 16 mem- E YO OR r CONE RECS 
ald dues nat work very well. rights, absence of corrupllon, to | under the current system would lift | and by 1998 the poverty rate had | bers of the Asian-Pacific Econonle e E Cpu E 
I is true tliat aid has been an | name a few Important ones. In coun- | about 7 million people per year out | fallen to 30 per cent of houselıolds | Co-operation organisation were ' hy BEES DUBE Jiu 
unmiligalerl fallure under' some con- | trles with poor policies — that is, | of poverty. But if the sane anount | from 55 per cent in 1992. The coun usslan $ a e 


tulay's workd, nu famine is 
il Hunger is ù stralegy pursue! 
with unhclicvuble cynicism by suv 
crumenuls and mililary regimes 


BY MOSHE LEWIN 


jections to a deal which would ' 

have reduced lariffs covering |: 

$1,500 billion of global (rade. 
‘The Japanese government, 


try's experience is part of a world- 
wide trend in the 1990s towarcl 
economic reform thal las enabled a 
large number’ of countries to use [i- 


of money were targeted at poor 
countries witlı sound economic poli- 
cies, the number of people to leave 
the ranks of the poor would be 
about 25 million. 


wilh poor incentives for production 
— financial aid has a nuch weaker 
impact, To ıııaximise poverty reduc- 
tlon, financial ald should favour 
counlrles such as India, Ethiopia 


dlittons, but it has been a spectacular 
success in ullters. 

A new Worlkl Bank report, As- 
sessiny Aid, aims lo show Iıow de- 
velopment assistance can be used 


1 1 hom the cod ut the coll war has 
nancial assislance lo reduce poverty, | which unveiled a $197 billion ا‎ "u a seuly inevme. Rullıe 

more effectively, by understaıkling | and Uganda, which are poor and So why don't countries end for- When aicl is used to aij 0 stimulus 1 Monday lo ۹ erly ud ofa ly emt: N 
why aid works well in Bolivia or | have sound #economle policles, | eign aid to poor countries with bad | form al the local and national level, | tr y to get its recession-bound ؛‎ ESPREDEL: that's how country hul upset an already shitky ا‎ a ing the E a Sylvi 
Uganda, lor examıple, but has little | Because nearly 7 per cent of the | policies? One reason is that donors | to creale Lhe knowledge necessary | economy hack an track, objected : Russian intellectuals intemul equilibrium. Rapid economic Ihe e e 
or no impact in Nigeria or Zambia. | world's poor live in countries with | lope that ail will induce policy | for effective development and 1o | lo cutting tariffs on wnod and describe the siluation in development, galloping industriali- ا‎ ron a SE 
Rather’ than startling with the | sound policy environments, 1arget- | reform. Unfortunately, money has | engage civil society in the refurm | fish products. In n face-saving Iheir country. The word aulion. war und the inevilable arms cash in on media FU a 


iermaliual conıpassion, un Ilesn- 
hnutihle source of money, foul dnl 
pulitcil plalfrins. 
In Sonulia, Sudan. Liheriit, Noth 

u und Alghûantlan. 
guvernmenls und military leileis 
are holding innocent penple histipu 
and arving Ihvint for puliticul cnuls, 


tex hln ult 
il Fd زاھ‎ 


Jupun. f : curd 9 anu mutimes with uppulhng uiuvlly. 
LL The constant use uf the word coumlry uccording 10 circumstances, sometimes wih upping uiuutiy 
1 ish would require pulitleall wins 10 1 5 1903-07 crisis in Russia Wils In Sierra Leone, the men ul vy- 
E CO n 0 nm 1 CS 9 the Crime and deprivation sensitive refurnns Al a 0 1 a Rui E n ak by long period uf decline Corporal Foday Sankuh's Runo- 
High at: eonomy a Rr: ¦ eltorl —~ and suffering — needed to similar to lhe 1970s. As inibalances lulionary United Front RUF, bave 
1 Gime ا‎ 1 ckayfe, the 1 wurmount il. The word's numerous and tensions mounted, they were heeu systematically chuppıng uf! 
1M Pp rec Se Sclence e stimu f lu ` vummotations also remind us that aggravated by a determined on- و ید‎ penants’ hands with machetes lo 
wcond n six months, and corpo. _ , T™™WSMave multiple causes and that, slaught on earlier reforms. Tsar prevent them cultivuing the land inn 
$50 billion in income e illo ا‎ ¦ for the historian, their theoretical Alexander III had disapproved of A horrific year-long cumpign of ler- 
lo accepl ils limitations aul use ey a SR ee | analysis is far nore difficult than his father’s private behaviour and 0 1 ics 0 hun er lur. Climate lias me û marginal 
Lar ry Elliott E N a in local anı understanding and describing periods liberal inclinations, He reacted to factor in major famines, It is man 
olher branches of the social sci- و‎ measures, nnd $ 165 spendin ‘ ' | O progress. Yet it is clear that the his "frivolous" conduct of affuirs by who is starving man. 1 
T IS 70 years since Alexander N Lee e understanding H ج‎ Spans r eels Teen situation needs to be seen in imposing a heavy-handed authori- ET 0 ا‎ e e 3 i 
1 أ‎ Fleming revolutionised medicine In his lates! book, Paul Ormerod - | Service, the credit rating agen: . ی ا‎ Analysing it nian just when ihe opposite BY IGNACIO RAMON year ob Pz e 
! through {he discovery of pent | tries to dio just that, Butterfly Eco- ' Crime 8 on Tuesclay downgraded Japan's 5 the situation a e e diffi i 3 Of a re E SAL governmenl policies can cause 
uillin. Toclay the use ef aıılibtotics is | nomics* is sublitlcl A New General falls 8ã triple A debt ratings to As1, اا‎ | |e esperile e particularly during the 1890s, with OW here's a statistic you To satisfy all the world’s sanita- famine even when food is abundant. 
e ا‎ of e 0 E Be» 3 jg | ingits eterlornting Nl ol . | 1 IS an Apparent paradox, though the brutal incursions of capitalisın. might have missed. The tion and food requirements woull On ا‎ e و‎ 0 0 
ES et E a ا دا‎ ıe ine E چ 8 فا‎ 1 inab 1 O Coole quite logical, that the preponderant Its dynamism put severe strain on joint wealth of the cost only $13 e تل ا‎ 0 0 e 2 0 
1 a Les E. era CY. OF KEYNES: a 0 1i crim ___ mengene L rom anı cight-y role of lhe state las made Russia rural society and the autocratic stale § world's three richest indi- much as the people of the E 1 e e : y of mie hE 
1 2 cot dT aries wus i up the ground belween formalism Bw ^ High downturn. credit أ‎ Particularly vulnerable. This has — the two virtually immobile pil- viduals is greater than the combined States and the European Union world, no 0 stantial e as 
ar a a 0 A and enpir a E he bel deprivatlon < „ deprlvalon The 1 in pn the alarıa the case \hroughaut its history, lars of Tsarist Russia. gross domestic product (1) of the spend eaclı year i per ime َ e 0 in ا‎ 0 
Kuynesianisn could da for the co r ole ol ilê ive Ihe ا‎ over ment may be dig yp aieularly i in the 20th century The rural OPE had e 1 ol —— a quarter of 0 roth 0 ا‎ EN fee bka 3 wil 
namy wlıat penicillin did fur public | choice of (wo equally sized piles of | ship between crime and deprivation. Ormerod says he same dunlily | ging itself in too deep as lt tries and the 1990 0 e 0 he landed nobility a Everybody knows that inequalily Declaration on Human Rights, Rejecting the arguments of the 
e. 1 foul, placecl At precisely the sane ن‎ believes a more contplicated re- | can apply to the OY “The | to prop up its waning economy’ minalion of a long period of less chy (which owned an enormous has increased over the past 20 years which states thal ا‎ 8 the e lber Professor 0 EE 
E i E e 0 «lislance from the nest. The ants are | lationship is at work, as shown hy | same. values for variables wlılch | Some analysts Spectacular but fatal decline — has amount of land), This lime-hon- of unfettered ultra-liberalism, But right to a standard of living that greater responsibility 


adequate for lhe health and well- well-being of society must be given, 


who could have imagined the gap 


ruwe, a technological revululian thiul 
puts severe strain on arcliaic or ige- 
ing social and polilicul structures 
resistant te change, dre nol wiiqlle 
1w Russia. They are the universal 
ingredients of ie history af the 20h 
century, Bul the course Ihey hive 
taken has differed from country lu 


slefîes precise trumslution. It denotes 
lopelessness, runıpant cynicism and 
anlisocial behaviour ul all levels, i 
al he same ime. J also implies 
ahsence of lintilts, tû siluitian in 
which anything goes. At bollom, 
mıne Russian wriler suggests, it's i 
wise ol “Tm alt right, Jick". 


cuınpromise, lhe Apec minisle 
agreed to send (heir propasils t0 
the Geneva-based World Trude 
Orgenisation for consiclerulioll. 
The disagreement has put lie 
Unitecl States, the dleul's biuesl 
SUDPOTECT, U loggerhvads witlı 
riff cults in wuud and 


Moody's action, Japas may De Parallels with the two earlier crises, 


process, il can (lrnmalically impruve 
the lives of lhe pour’. 


Joseph StıgliLz ıs senior vira- 
presidenl and chiel ecOnoOnsl ul tlie 
World Bank ln Washington De’ 


provedl to bê ineffective in general- 
ing reform. Zanıbia is a typical 
example, Forcign aid increased 
steadily — reaching 11 per cent of 
real GPP in the early 1990s. Policy, 
however’, gol worse throughout this 


iug assislance lo {hese countries 
would have a tremendous impact on 
global poverly. 

Yet in 14%6 tlonors gave only 
small anıuınls of assislance lo couln- 
trices wilh goid policies, Reformisl 


queslion “does aid work?", Assess- 
ing All begins with “when does aicl 
work best?" The anawer is needed 
urgenlly, Despile great strides in 
paverly reduction in the pasl 50 
years, ore than A billion people 


might be thought to cause inflation 


the graph. 


free to choose between the two 


crinle., 


1 1 Hec ig r : d power structure was now ٤ ] : 
wrong. The big problems of growth | piles, which are replenished to their | Start al the top righi-haıd corner, | can be associaled in different hislori- | the world’s largest creditor in a different form, obsolete and areaponsive to the had widened so far? In 1960 the being of himself and of his family, not to lhe market, but to the state, A 
and ıınemployment renıain lm Î original size alter every visit. where levels of deprivation and | cal contexts will quite different | natlorı with no external debt, ا‎ The key 1o understanding these needs of the njainly urban strata of income of the 20% of the world's including food, clothing, housing stale (hal must be sensitive to the 
solved, and the complexily of mod- Whal is likely to happen? Tlie | criminally are both igh. As we | values for the rate of inflation — in | but they sald the Japanese ¥ ¦ | esis the intemction of historically entrepreneurs, Hiberal professions population living in the richest and medical care and necessary needs of its citizens and, at the same 
ern economics seems to be in | ants might divide 50-50 between the | move to the left on the horizontal exactly lhe same way that different | facing a kr ا‎ conflicing social and political strata and industrial workers which, if not countries was 30 times greater than social service. BUC for most of time, ا‎ i mn devel- 
Dh E on E ee E | e o mh U | a bt E E oe | e O | rone peau aS 1O arte large in numbers, Were grow. Tal of be te ON OST gly egeetslble O TO PT prandlaled By Barry Serin 
economist ol . and so, ually, ٤ 8 ımuc! . pressure fı dyna ing rapidl' : tries. Now we learn 8 . 
from Alfred Marshall onwards — | main fîxecl because the ants knew Î tion of the population who are crimi- | and economic conditions and the ص ا‎ | | developments i E iil the components of this rural . was 82 times greater (2). In more Consider, for example, (he right 
the appropriately titled Charlatans Î the food stock would be repleı- | nals. Suddenly, at point H, a j ture ofthe criminal justice system. FOREIGN EXCHANGES | | "trio" were, to' differing degrees; in than 70 countries, per capita income to food. Food is not in short sSUPPÎY. (1 GDP mensures ihe overall national produc- 
Or Saviours?” — Roger Middleton | ishecl. What actually happened was | marginal decrease in the extent of The buok concludes that govern- ga rae eng le, Moshe Lewin i is the author of “The the throes of change that was break- is lower today than it was 20 years In fact, food products have never  tiou of goods and services. 
notes that when the Economic Jaur Î that the prapartien visiling onc site | deprivation leads to a sharp fall in | ments should stop.trying to Mo: __________ Movember __ Noe n $ 2f the Soviet system: essays ing up the old order. Some were in ago. Almost 3 people half e 0 a ete ola e ne Repori 1998. United 
1 i i 1y Î fluctuate : ..| eri ity. : . h ld" tion — live on available to provide each of the 1 ork, 
perce ofthe epertreqoveO | OPO ede cah ot Fed te ° Heer Cue tert ton he bet | Cette ued Sû gelhe he | nee once | MLS coutume vous e Bs ola wS a lenet. SE A Da E 
knowledge of algebra but by the | cholces — to visit tlıe food pile It |, tom left-hand corner ofthe chart— | big picture right, The Marshall |. Ausits ees e 1 ontinied on page Wile goods are monk abundant 20 calories a day. But duel ans 3 Sud. irzloppenent 0 rigressionT 
: 1 2 3 . 2 3 - The pe rı 
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There is . nothing inherently Î the other pile, or to try the other | creases in deprivation have only a |; foundations for European recovery. |. Pk 0 938439 H 1 ESEF 1o eat is constantly growing, Of te buy it and consume it. And that Is. e 3 BE New 
wrong with this. But as Keynes n pile ofits own.volition. limited impact onı the propensity to ceng . and a eco- r . | 27e a20 hls ocaust still divides Mexico guerrillas vow 4.5 billion people lia in elon ely 1 e a O a ‘(4) See Sylvle Brunel and Joon-Luc Badin, 
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The disaster scenario of “systemic risk” — 


shatter confidence in the entire banking 


real economy through a credit crunch that 
would stifle businesses and householders 


As John Maynard Keynes said long ago, 
“Speculators may do no harm as bubbles on a 
steady stream of enterprise. But the position is 


serious when enterprise becgmes the hhhle 
nn a wduirtpvut ur ap¢CUlaAtion" (|2), 


So one can understand the Federal 
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CRONY CAPITALISM IN THE WEST 
The banking system in turmoil 


The Japanese government's October announcement that it intended to € 1 
ا‎ 8500 Dillion on bank nationalisation was enough to send the 3 chain-reaction of linked failures thal would 
Nikkei index soaring to one of its highest levels this year. This is a system — canı no longer be ruled out. And the 
genuine emergency. Serious reverses suffered by some hedge funds financial crisis is threatening lo spread to the 
are threatening the banks that rashly lent them the wherewithal to try 
their luck in the great money-go-round. And the taxpayer, who had no alike. 
part in the winnings, is now welcome to help bail out the losers. 


BY IBRAHIM WARDE 


SUMMER of 1998 {looked like 


being a happy time for most of the 


international financial institu- 


tions. For months their profits had 
been increasing, despite some losses on the 
Asian markels, and their stock nae 

1 t rising. Nothing, it seemed, coul 
ا ر ا‎ which they attributed 
to judicious sirategies. 

The main French banks, for example, were 
congratulating themselves on a thoroughly 
successful turnaround. After a long, slow 

from the slump in the properly mar- 
ket, they seemed to be well placed İn the race 


HE 
big 


meaning of the word { 13). An Oytstandnpl ag" 
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HOLOCAUST BOOK SPARKS CONTROVERSY IN FRANCE 
ae BR IEARRD LUN TRUY ERS Y IN FRANCE 


From Mein Kampf to Auschwitz 


most historians, led to genocide in her; 
torical issue is the actual date of the dei, 
and whether it was ù writlen order a] 
Christopher Browning argues, simply "ır 
of the hend" from the Flihrer, : 

Miùyer argues that the era of old4ı 
Pogroms had passed and Nazi German 
ehasen to take Ihe Jews is hostages in ik 
perte struggle 1o make them the “praik; 
mzriyrs" of ils ferocious crusade a. 
Bolshevism, adding that ihe choice Bat: 
irrevocable. In mid-March 1942, 7540s 
of the victims of the Shoah were still due 


HE pressure brought ta bear on Ruth 
Bettina Birn and Norman Finkelstein 
throughout this year has been 
deseribed by Israelî journalist Tom 
Segev as “bordering on cultural terrorism” { 1 J 
Their crime? A book entitled A Nation On 
Trial (2). While highly recommended by such 
authoritative historians of Nazism as Raul 
Hilberg, lan Kershaw, Arno Mayer and 
Christopher Browning (3), it contains strong 
criricisın of Daniel Jonah Goldhagen’s book 
Hitler s Willing Executioners (4). 
Helped by heavy media promotion, Hiler's 
Wiltiıg Executioners has sold more than half a 
million copies in over a dozen countries since 


1 i ion i re In -uali UI DUSt bubbles in its wake. First Russia, Reserve's eagemess l0 refloat the hedge fund 
for profils E e po i a lali sa ii he me aueflces of the now Brazil is on the edge of Ihe financial LTCM and its willingness E e 
pte arg a i Trade Organisation (WTO), 102 coun- abyss and may well drag Argentina, Chile and twice, on 29 September and 15 October, (o 
ا ا ب‎ to be made from the time- tries signed the Protocol on Trade in Financial Mexico down with it (0). boast the markets 2 iS BS HE 
honoured practice of channelling public sav- Services, which is due to enter inlo force in The rescue of the hedge fund, Long Term Translated by Barbara Wils 
ings into loans to business undertakings and March 1999. Also in 1997, the Basle Capital Management (LTCM), points up jus! E REE e FAS kr 
private individuals (1), they turned 1o new and Committee on Banking Supervision (repre- one more ilem in a catalogue of disasters. The E و ا‎ 
far more lucrative activities. The watchwords senting the central hanks of the leading indus- high-risk bonds that investors had bcen so 10 shoulder ils resparslbıliiien to the Dusisess suinmunily 
of the new stralegy were globalisation (with trial countries under the chairmanship of desperately kecen to buy a few weeks before 1" Express, 3 July 19%6 
special attention to the “emerging markets"), William J. McDonough, president of the suddenly found no takers, Many institutions (2) Martin Mayer, The اا‎ The Nett Gencraiinn, 
trading (on their own account or for clients), Federal Reserve Bank of New York, and act- that hud pul money into them now lackecl the ا‎ e a es RE dik 
and innovation {creating new prûducts by a ing in co-ordination with the BIS) issued necessary funds to stay afloat. The turınil financiers Le Af nale dips May 1904 
process of “financial engineering"), 25 Core Principles uf Banking Supervision. In was general. Except for Africa, which had Hh) 

The model for this new strategy comes theory, they were to apply throughout the never found favour with investors, no purl of (5, “These solvency ratins require merama bıki, fer 
from the United States. Tlie Bankers Trusl led world from October 1998. Ihe world was spared, and only the most con- example, to hae cupital equivalent lo ut least Bh ol their 
the way, closiı down most of its nelwork, This commillee, which produced lhe Cooke servative financial institutions escaped, thase i SEG EGR SRE e 
deserting its old clients and abandoning con- ratios (5), had qow reviewed — and relaxed thal were inclined by nature — or in rure the Unitel Suites, THBP, Saa Fd elke, 1E 1 
ventional credit for a new life as a “risk man- — its criteria. The great finuncial institutions cases clkıse — to distrust globul nance (10). 3 
ager" (2), It now specialised in derivutives — would be subject to less regulation and would Etirope's largest bank, the Union Ban (hep, 0an 
financial instruments such as futures, options have a greater measure of flexibilily in man- Switzerland (UBS), has reported e 9 E ا‎ E O 
or Swaps, whose value is “derived” from the aging their risks, provided that they had million Swiss francs ($680 million) fol owing 


: 3 Perseus Bouks, Rending (Massachusetts 1, 14298 
assets (real or financial) underpinning them. "appropriate models” (6). the troubles at LTCM. The chairman of its 19) See François Chesnals, "Will ihe warll cuteh Aan 


Year later, tle proportions were reversed 
The destruction of European Jews; 
unique in human history. "Its Unique, 
wriles Eberhird Jackel, “lies in ihe fut 
never before had a slate proclaimed, umki: 
authority of its highest leader, that ap 
gmup uf human beings wis to be exter 
ed ... a decision which the state it quer: 
carried out with all means at ils disposal il 
While u paradigm for genûvide, il is nevet 
less a link in a long chain of savage 
includes the massacre of Indians in Amen 
Armenians in Turkey aud, nore rece 
Tutsis in Rwanda. Kershaw was righl lo su 
that if we are lu learn iı lesson from the f? 
cide uf the Jews, it is vital lo accept —a 
ickucwledging the uniqueness of the b' 
CAUSL as un event without precedent —E 
our wurld hits nut reached the slage whet 
inımune from similar atrocilıes involving 
ples other than the Germans and tlie Jev. 
wis, lie wrole, nû lurtger ia miller of "erf: 


it was published two years Ago. Hs explana- 
tion of genocide is that the Nazi regime gave 
free rein to the “eliminationist anti-Semitism" 
of "ordinary Germans". This simplistic thesis 
hs proved highly popular with the public but 
has hardly convinced the specialists. The fore 
most israeli expert, Yehuda Bauer, who is 
director of Yad Vashem's research institute in 
Jenısalem, is quite categorical: "Goldhagen's 
beok has been praised by journalists and pub- 
lic figures, but I have yet to read of a single 
historian who has publicly expressed agree- 
meıut. Not one, and that is very rare wıanimity. 


The debate among historians of the Holocaust has become increasingly 
In my university, this book would never hav 2€@€d, following Daniel Jonah Goldhagen’s attempts to silence critics 


passed as a PhD dissertation." (5) of his best-seller, Hitler's Willing Executioners. Ultimately at stake is 
For the young Harvard academic, the straw 


that broke the wameke DAC og ey the interpretation of the Jewish genocide, with all its implications. 
the March 1997 issue of the Historical 
Journal published by Cambridge University 
Press. Its author, Ruth Bettina Bir, is chief 
historian of the war crimes division of 


BY DOMINIQUE VIDAL 


Tlu'”", and Serge Halimi, “Lıberal Dig shıpwrechel". Lr 


(13) The officlal pretexl for the cut in Interes1 rates on 
15 October was that inflation was now under coniral. But 


est rise of the year in the monthiy inflation rate. 


Special Subscription Offer 


uf AHd writing from be Cutardian, Le Moktle and lie 


board of directors, Martin Cabiallavetta, 
announced that he is resigning “to help restore  Afande diplomutipte in The Gurrridlan Weekly, Sepieuiber 
1 1 E iL Lynch and October 1498 rerpechvely. ] 

e اا‎ E E t10» Thus, iı Frnnce, oly Ihe rnutunl Insurance cumıpanies 

FEPONS ELIE 2 4 h ıı emerged unscalhed fsce Le Nure Eomomiste, = Cloher 

including $1.4 billion in LTCM, and that i DOR, 

plans to cut 3.400 johs, ie, 5% of its staff. TH? Transtuns mı derivatives ın Lonioe had iad 
itigroup and Bank of America profits have the bank $450 million 425 billion French Irancs) ın 1997. 

e slaihed by half. The Erp Bank for (12) Quoted by John Kenneth ا‎ 0 Iisturv of 

Reconstruction and Developınent (EBRD, Fancial Enphorta, Penguin, New York, 

established in 1991 to help the countries of 

Eastern Europe in their transition to a market figures published on the very sanıe Jay recorded the high- 
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economy, has announced its first tosses. 
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Banking principles 


UT IT was those very risk management 
models thal were to prove disastrously 
inappropriate, to the point of calling into 
question ideas that had enjoyed almost univer- 
sal support. Economist Henry Kaufman, once 
an influential voice on Wall Street but now 
considered rather vieux jeu, lists four princi- 
ples that bankers have trouble understanding: 
first, heightened coımpetilion leads to rash 
decisions because competitive pressures are 
so inlense that banks do not insist on due dili- 
gence; second, the real world is too complex 
to be reduced to a few economic variables; 
third, the infatuation with mathematics and 
quantification is dangerous because Inodels 
based on those criteria assume that the past is 
bound to repeat itself; and, last, euphoria cre- 
ates the illusion of boundless liquidity (7). 
These errors probably account for the huge 
lasses banks and brokers have suffered on 
stock exchanges round the world. Many 
young traders started up afler the 1987 crash 
and have only operated in bull markets. They 
are devoted adherents of “leverage”: the big- 
ger the debt, the more chance of making a 
killing. Thus, if you put in 10 and borrow 90, 
a 10% profit will double your stake. The 


equations, the models and the sales patter of 


the “experts” also create the illusion, indeed 
the assurance, of risk-free speculation. 
Following a series of wamings and falling 
rates, the risk assessment agency Moody's İs 
now pointing out that the new market rlsk 
management models have fostered a false 
sense of security in some banks, leading them 
to invest heavily 1n high-risk markets. The 


The great attraction of this new direction 
lay in the boundless potential for creating new 
products and, above all, in the profit margins 
generaled by those producis (3), Derivatives 
can be simple, “hybrid” (combining different 
financial operations and different levels of 
risk in a single product), or frankly "exotic" 


to the point of being inconıpre- 


hensible). The newer and more complex the 
Product, the higher the returns. 


pitch for these products goes: 


"Fund managers eliminate risk, investors 
increase their returns, and borrowers reduce 
Ihe cost of taking out a loan." The risks 
volved barely rate a mention. 
The most ardent and influential exponent of 
Rew ideas is undoubtedly the Group of 
30, otherwise known as lhe Consultative 
Toup on International Economic and 
Affairs, a kind of private think-tank 
in New York and funded by the major 
Players in international finance, The names of 
the 30 hand-picked members read like a 
ho's Who in public and private finance. 
by the Paul A Volcker, former head of 
the US Federal Reserve, they consist of cen- 
ral bank governors, including Jean-Claude 
Trichet, governor of the Banque de France, 
Jatob A Frenkel, governor of the Bak of 
Israel, and Andrew D Crockett, general man- 
Er of the Bank for International Settlements 
BIS), the “central banks’ central bank”; 
of financial institutions such as Morgan 
Stanley, Merrill Lynch and the Dresdner 
nk: and well-known economists such as 
alessor Peter B Kenen of Princeton 
versity and Professor Paul Krugman of the 
husetts Institute of Technology (MIT). 
. The publicatiois and symposiums organ- 


‘complicated 


The sales 


ing" the holucaust by reference to Jewish. 
tory ur to relations between Jews 
Gerımils, but of endeavouring to under 
the pathology uf ınodern states and the Dl 
of “civilisation” itself. 

The powerful formulation of the Fit 
philusupher Paul Ricoeur gets righl bf 


heart uf the ınaiter: the victims of | 
were, par exrellence, “delegates to our me F 


ry of all the victims of history” (151. 
Translated by Barry Smt 


{1) fftretz, Tel Aviv, 15 May 1998. ر‎ 
(2ı Nurıuan Finkelstein anl Rurh Bettina Bim. A 
Trial: the Guldhagen Thesis aut Historical Tru 
Hall & Üu.. New York, 1998. 

13) Unless alherwise indicated, Ihe quotations اا‎ 
aıılhurs are taken from lhe following hooks: E: 
Destrurtlnn af the European Jews اج‎ 
Chicagu, I961); Kershaw, The Nazi dicaatorehir: Ps 
and perspettivex of inirrprciatlon (E. Amold, 1 
New Yark, IBY}; Mayer, Why did the aia] 0 
enî: ihe "final solution in history" (Pauheon 3 
York, 1988); Browning, Ordinary Men: e 
Battulion 10} and the me soluilor in FP‘ 

Aaher Books, New York, 1992). i 
(!) Danie! Jonah Goldhagen, Hitler's Wiig a N: 
Ordinary Germans andl ihe Holocaust, a en 
1996. In generat, the term "genoclde” is ta be PT 
“holocausi", whlch denoles a sacrificial rr 1 
(5) Quoted in Ourleok, Santa Monica, Vol. | 
April 1998, 2 
6 He is ihe author ofimage and e 2 تا‎ | 
Palestine Conflict, Verso, London and New 1098 
(7) Quûted in The New’ Fork Times, 10 JY ay: 
(8) Haaren, 5 December 1997, Friedlander 0 کا‎ 
Nazi Germany and the Jews, Vol. 1 8 
Persecution e e Collins, New 

Vol. 2 has just been published. an 
(9) See Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jénsalet 

on the banality of evil, Faber & Faber. eb 
(I0) See Jean-Michel Chaumont, Lê iji Deol 
times : génocide, identlé, reconnaissance. 


— have been struck by the fact that hatred of 
Jews is almost always coupled with hatred of 
communism, 

Finally, to isolate German anti-Semitism is 
to disregard the combination of other factors 
that largely explains the success of the Nazi 
enterprise. As he subsequently admitted, 
Goldhagen deals only Fleetingly with the 
slaughter of 1914-18, the national humiliation 
at Versailles, the effects of the economic 
crisis, the fragility of the young Weimar 
Republic, the lack of an alternative due to sui- 
cidal divisions among the parties of the left, 
and so on. Nor does he find any significance 
in the class alliance, headed by the employers, 
that was built up around Hitler because he 
was seen as the only bulwark agains 
Bolshevism. Kershaw, by contrast, argues that 
the huge profits made by big business were 
certainly no accidental side-effect of Nazisın. 

Again, how can we ignore the effects of the 
extraordinary totalitarian bureaucratic 
machine which Hitler's henchmen installed as 
soon as he became chancellor? The combina- 
tion of all-pervasive propaganda and ruthless 
repression led to the detention of 150,000 
communists and social democrats in concen- 
tration camps from 1933 to 1939 (11), And 
how can we underestimate the effects of the 
war itself, from the nationalistic exultation of 
the initial victories to the humiliation of the 
subsequent defeats and Allied bombing? 

„ Few historians still see a straight line lead- 
ing from Mein Kampf to Auschwitz. True, 
once in power the Nazis lost no time in attack- 
ing the Jews. But until the outbreak of War, 
the stated objective was the expulsion of Jews 
to any countries that would have them, This 
included emigration to Palestine, which was 


Goldhaugen also overestimates the anti- 
Semitic signiftcance of the Nazi vote, Most 
historians have noted tha 
soft-pedalled his hatred for 
considered less appealing to voters than anti- 
In short, to quote Saul 
gh traditional religious 
-Semitism was widespread in 
in my opinion, hatred of Jews did 
primary factor capable of 
power or the par- 
mans in the mass 
murders of the Final Solution" (8). Moreover, 
if he whole counlry was so eager to extermi- 
why was the genocide perpe- 
Germany and in the greatest 
what miracle did this age-old 


t Hitler gradually 
the Jews, which he 


not constitute a 
explaining the Nı 
ticipation of ordinary Gerı 


secrecy? And by 
anti-Jewish cul 
post-war Germany, 

Concentrating 
involves a second 
Adolf Eichmann 
Jerusalem in 1962 
Jewish people", rather t 
humanity" (9). Neverthel 
(out of 700,000) died in a 
same type. More than 3 million Soviet prison- 
erS ûf war were shot, starved to death or, in 
gassed. Poland lost hundreds of 


and intellectuals. And 
what of the mentally ill? 


By the time it was 
1941, following protesı 


as Goldhagen claims? 

solely on anti-Semitism 
major error, It is true that 
ls condemned to death in 
‘crimes against the 
han “crimes against 
250,000 Gypsies 
genocide of the 


halted on 24 August, 
ts from Church leaders, . 


Canada's Department of Justice. She is Ihus do so. Nor does he mention that as late as 
5 March 1933, in the midst of reprisals for the 
burning of the Reichstag, tlie communist and 
social democratic left, which was of course 
Opposed to anti-Semitism, won almost a third 


very familiar with the archives kept at 
Ludwigsburg by the agency which the last 
West derman government Set up to investi- 
gate Nazi crimes. It was she who drew 
Goldhagen’s attention to three files that pro- 
vided the material for his thesis. They concern 
the behaviour of certoin Police battalions dur- 
ing the rıassacres in the East, of labour camp 
guards, and of those who guarded the “death 
marches". In all three cases, Birn accuses 
Goldhagen of extrapolating from a small 
number of testimonies and of manipulating, 
descriptions of atrocities lo Portray the agents 
of genocide as representative of the vast 
majority of Germans. 
„ Goldhagen's response was to threalen his 
impertinent critic with a libel action. Bim Was 
outraged. She immediately announced the 
publication of a revised article along with a 
solidly argued piece by Finkelstein, a profes- 
sor of political science and the son of concen- 
tration camp survivors, who is a longstanding 
supparter of the Palestinian cause (6). Faced 
with what Coldhagen described as an “anti- 
Zionist crusade”, the pro-Israel lobby went on 
the offensive. Abraham Foxman, national 
director of the Anti-Defamation League, 
asserted that "the issue is not whether 
Goldhagen's thesis is right or wrong, but what 
is legitimate criticism and what goes beyond 
the pale" {7). The Canadian Jewish Congress 
even complained to the ministry of justice in 
thc ultimately vain hope of getting İt to lake 
action against Birn. 

While Goldhagen is clearly right to stress the 
role played in the lead-up to genocide by wide- 
spread German anti-Seınitism, he is just as 
clearly wrong to equate the one with the other, 
Especially as his analysis of anti-Semitism in 
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` dent judgment on the part of bankers. 
erd huy the mood of the markets 


has changed. What at first looked like o slight 


correction has turned out to be a real crash, 
‘Investors were pattiçular shocked by develop- 


or less unchallênged, is that we 
Inise” finance, encouragé innova- 
Tmonise"'internaonal regulation, 
„movement of capital and open 
and, above all; trust, İn the markets" 


age. more 
Must 


tion. "har 


ensure’ free 
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Press, New York, Oxford University Press. 

(12) See Yehuda Baver, Jews, for Sale? Natl 
atiohs, 1933.1945, Yale Universily Pre' م‎ e 
1994. From 1933 lo 1939, 52,000 German a FE 


enabled to emigrate to Palestlis With اا ا‎ 


The total amount of 140 millon reich 


June 1941, was the great turning point. The - 
“Rules of Conduct for Soldiers in Russia”, 
quoted by Mayer, required German troops to 
attack Bolshevik agitators, snipers, saboteurs 
and Jews “energetically and mercilessly” and 


whom were killed in gassing vans, Those who 
had devised the killing machines went on to 
develop the gas chambers used in the extermi- 


anti-Jewish nationalists were not particularly 
successful at the polls, unlike the labour move- 
ment, which supported Jewish assimilation. 

As Hilberg points out, the German intellec- 
tual élite had always shown little taste for 
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tion at certain times for that very reason, colonisation and aryanisation of the Lebens=- ° 3,000 killers of the Rinsatzgrüppen, assisted ` des julfs en débats", alsp avelable În SS iy pif portant developments i Intemational finan- the 1997 world champion among ‘emerging lek box If you are 5 current eubšcrjber, O 
Coldhagen shows similar lack of perspec- raum which the Reich was seeking in the 1 Holocaust", fold, Juns 1997. ا ت‎ 5 


û Tiok thiş box If you do hot wlah to receive offars from carefuily selacted companies. sc. 


Knows z70 boundaries 


1/ hıGuardian 
Weekly 


markets? The very .tiarkèts that should have 
been the firt to bénefît from globalisation 
‘suddenly went. Gowri like 4 row of dûhirioes 
(8j; Ii Diy countriés, the flontliig capital 


'yanishét aš quickly as it had come, leaving a 


û lectilter dı hê Uiiverilty’ 


Warde ts 
$ Cahfornia, Beikeley andl co-author of 
rodêle anglo-saxon en uestion, Paris, 
Economica, 1997 .* 2 0 


the Jews: the genesis of the Holocaysh 2... 


(15) Paul Ricoeur, Tire and narrative, Yek e 


` of Chicago Prens, 1988. 


° London, New Ydrk, 1994: ر‎ 
: £14) Die Zeit, Hamburg, 3 Ootober J986. * 


` by their’ local accomplices, committed , 


increasingly horrifio mass ‘miurdérsof civil 
ians. Jt was the radicalisatlon of those. mas-. 
sacres, and. their extension to the wholë of 
Buropean Jewry, which, in the opinion’ of 


East. Hence the inevitable confrontation with 
the “Judaeo-Bolsheviks” in‘power in Russia, 
On studying Hitler's anti-Semitic diatribes, 
numerous historians —- apart from Coldhagen 


tive in relation to the 1930s. He stresses that 
in [932 more than 37% of the German elec- 
torate voted for the Nazis, but finds nothing 
significant in the fact that nearly 63% failed to 
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Integration 
to rebellion 


Û1 1913: Kosovo is integrated Into 
Serbia following the Balkan wars. 
In 1918 It bacame part of tha new 
Yugoslav state. 


CG 1941: Dismemberment of the first 
Yugoslavia; Albania is enlargad by the 
inclusion of Kosovo and part of 
Macedonla, and falls under Italian 
fascist influence. 


Û 1946: Kosovo becomes an 
autonomous province as part of Tito’s 
project for Yugoslav federation. 


Û 1948: With the split betwean Tito 
and Stalin, the plan for a Balkan 
confederation including Albanla is 
shelved, Kosovo becomes a province 
of Serbia, with increasing autonomy 
from 1965. 


Û 1968: Demonstrations by ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo demanding 
republican status within the Yugoslav 
faderation. 


O 1974: Under the new Yugoslav 
constitution Kosovo becomes an 
autonomous province of Sarbie; it has 
semi-republîcan status with its own 
reprasentation and power of veto 
within the Yugoslav federation. 


dJ 1980: Death of Tito. 


J Spring 1981: Tens of thousands of 
Kosovo Albanians demand full 
republican status. The protests are 
violently put dawn. 


O Summer 1988: Demonstration in 
Serbia under the slogan “Kosovo 
belongs to us”. 


A February 1988: General strike, On 
23 February Belgrade declarés a state 
of emergency in the region, 


O March 1988: The Kosovo Proviricial 
Assembly approves thg new . 
constitutional arrangements of 1974 
adopted in Belgrade and tha ramovat İl: 
of the region's prerogatives. Further 
riotihg In late March. 


O July 1980: Sérbia dissolves - 
Albanian political Institutions. 


- September 19891: Following a sacret 
referendum, a “republic” of Kosovo is 
declared, which is recognised by 

کر و ا :Albania.‏ | 


O.24 May 1892: Ibrahim Rugova 
: {Damoacratic.Allîante of Kosovo) 
.elacted president in elaatiöns. ي‎ 
déqlared Illègal'by Belgrade... . ا‎ 


O 14 Decéَmbêr 1995: Dayton peace 
accords on Bosnla. 


O February 1896: The Kosovo Liberation 
Army amerges, claiming responsibllity 
for a serles of bomb attacks . 


Û1 February 1998: Offensive by the 
Serbian forces. Violent repression. 
New crisis. 


O March 1998: “Parallel” elections In 
Kosovo in the Kosovo “rapubtic”, with 
a masalve turn-out despite a boycott 
by the Kosovo Liberation Amy (KLA) 
and tha opposition to lbrahim 1 
Rugove’s Democratic Alliance of 
Kosovo. Mr Rugova is ra-alected presi- 
dent of the “Kosovo republic”. 


I Marèh-Obtobèr 1998: KLA offenslves 
met by Serbian countei-offenslves : 
.which gain control of the strategic axes. 


‘O October 1998: Richard Holbrooke‘s. 
mission.to Slobodan Milosavic to gat . ‘. 
UN Resolution 1199 Implemented. .. - 
Threats of Nato Interventiqn...: 

Agreement of. 13 October, Nato 

threats lifted on 27 October. 


aged the rich republics to opt for liberal eco- 
noınics, even if that meant going it alone. The 
prospect of joining the European Union also 
worked towards the disintegration of the sys- 
ten. The free-for-all of market competition 
encouraged the refusal to pay for others, espe- 
cially in the framework of a redistributive 
budget. At the same time, econornic crisis and 
unemployment fostered hostility to the market 
and, above all, lo “foreigners”, 

Those are the underlying causes of the fail- 
ure of Mr Markovic's government in the face 
of the nationalist parlies. They were com- 
pounded by the Westen governments’ unwill- 
ingness to provide financial support. The 
United Stites wrote off most of Poland’s debt, 
and Germany pail DM!50 billion a year for 
unification from 1989 onwards. But 
Yugaslavia, in their vicw, had no sirategie 
importance, I wus worth nuither u Marshill 
plan ner û war. Previously ihe issuc uf sell 
determination had been posed in the context 
of colonialism. Now i had arisen in a territory 
uverlail with successive conflicting patterns 
of earlier domination. Should precedence be 
given to the rights of peoples (in the ethnic or 
national sense) or to thuse uf slales? Shoulkl 
self-delerminatiun be equitled with the estab- 
lishment of a separate stute? What rights 
should be grunled tu minorities, bearing in 
mired thit ıhoset they had acquired under Tiiu 
wene far in excess of he internationul norms 
laid down, for exuımple, by ihe OSCE? 

The Serbian leaders defended the right uf 
Serbs lu live together in ù stale uf their own 
but refused that right to Albanians. The 
Croan leaders rejected the claims of the 
Serbs in Croalin lv the very »anie arringe- 
ments they were Ihemveilves lryinğ LO secure 
Jur lhe Croats in Basnia-Herztguvina. 
Belgrade freely invoked ihe French centralist 
model lo justify the abolition of uutonomy in 
Kosovo, while Zagreb was widely applying 
the Germıan principle of Bferrecht inutionality 
by ethnic origint. 

The Western Eurupean powers are puyıng 
the price of their pulitical cynicisın. They 
sought lo contuin Serbian nationalism by 
strengthening the Cruutian nationalists, who 
were given a Iree rein lu "cleanse" Croatia of 
its Serbs. Mr Milosevic took advantage of this 
to lurn Kosovo into an “internal affair", while 
proceeding to carve up Bosnia-Herzegovina 
will his Croatian opposite number. The harsh 
realities make a mockery of the Westerri gov- 
ernmêılls' declared aiın of a peaceful, slable 
community of states in Ihe Balkans. The fail- 
ure to punish war criminals, thè ünjust treat- 
ment of national issues and the growing 
develppmenl gaps wil genétate lasting con- 


,flicts. The Europena Unibn tiself has proved 


incapable of answeririg the’ two basic ques- 
tions raised by the Yugoslav crisis ahd each 
successive conflict arising from the break-up 
of the Yugoslav federation: How can compa- 
rable standards of living be achieved in all the 
different countries, and by what system of 


, democracy should a multinational territory be _ 


administered? : 


Translated by Bariy Smerin 


` (1 There have been three enlitieš called'"YugoalaviA"". The 


inter-war version, which adopted the nanıe "Yugoslavia" in’ 


` 1929, was donuinated by the Serbian monarchy,‘The sec- 


ond, the Soclatist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia over 
which Tito presided until his death in 1980, ended in 1991 

with the secesslon of Slovenia and Croaia, followed hy 

declaraliohs of independence by Macedonia and Bosnla- 
Herzegovina. Serbia and Montenegro then proclainacd the 
third version, called the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

(2) In Tito's Yugoslavia a disllnction was made between 
“cilizenship", automatically conferred on citizens of ihe 
federal state or one of the republics, and “nmlonallly", ie, 
membership of a nation (narod) or people in the ethnic/cul- 
tural sense, which wns freely chosen by the individual from 
the list of constituent nations having the righl of self-deter- 
minalion. An individunl was hus both a Yugoslay and s 
Serb, a Yugoslav and 1 Croal, ete. In 1981, however, more 
than a million people declared themselves {0 be of 
"Yugoslav" nationality, 1 

(3) This applies particularly to ihe Macedonlan nation (and 
language), which is denied recognition by Serbian, 
Biülgarlan and Greck natlonalists, and also to tha Bosnian 
"Muslim" nation (Ialamlsed Slavs}. Today, to avoid confu- 
sion between Muslims a a nallon and Muslinis as ıı redl- 
glon, ıhe cpnslitutton of Bosnia-Herzegovina (BIH) distin- 
gulshas between “Bosniaks" (Muslims by nation) and 
"Bosnlans? (cilizens of BiH, including Bosniaks, Serbs and 


_ .Qhants a5 the maln peoples), ,. . 


(4) The ıerm “nptipnal] miiority", perceled as degrading, 
waş roplaced by narodnpşt, which îs ofieni lratislatçd as 
"nitionplity“. “Nation: *brmiaunity”" wöuid. ba a mort 
océurale rtndering. i wh i o u. 
'(S) Now called ‘FYROM (Former .Yugcslat Republic of 
Macedonia .. ii... ci o 


granted the province of Kosovo (and 
Vojvodina) far-reaching autonomy thal virtu- 
ally gave it the status of a republic. It was 
granted a right of veto in federal bodies and 
its own political and cultural institutions, 
ineluding a university in the Albanian lan- 
guage. This was the arrangement which Mr 
Milosevic overturned in 1989, on the grounds 
that the special status of Kosovo and 
Vojvodina was “anti-Serbian". In so doing, he 
ignored a historic opportunity to recognise the 
Kosovars as one of the constituent peoples of 
Yugoslavia at a lime when their slandard of 
living and the rights they enjoyed were superi- 
or to those in neighbouring Albania. Against 
this background, it is not surprising thal 
Kosovars demoııstrating against the Serbian 
authorities in 1990 carriecl portraits of Tito. 

Tito's consolidation of the republics of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (with its three con- 
stituent peoples: Serbs, Croats and ethnic 
Muslims) and Macedonia (5), with iis uwn 
officinl language, wus nol artificial either, as 
is sometimes alleged. But it was iı Irigile 
arrangement thal depended on the stability of 
the Yugoslav feleral framework. That is why 
lhe leaders of Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Macedonia fought despertely to naintain that 
framework. The unilateral devrlarations of 
independence by Slovenia and Croaliı pre- 
sented lhem with a iragic dilemma: tv renıuin 
within a Yugoslavia dominated by Serbiun 
nationalistn or {¢ declare independence and 
run the risk of interveıtinn by Serbia ind 
Croalia. (The realily of this threat was amply 
demonsiraled by Mr Milosevic and Prunju 
Tudjman's jointly negutialel plan lo curve up 
Bosnia-Herzeguvina between them.) 

Contriry tn the claim thit the resurgence ol 
nationalism was exclusively neu-communisl, 
several] types of nationalism emerged. In 
Serbia Mr Milosevic expluited the progranıme 
and slogans of Serb nalionialisnı lo bolster his 
leaderstip ot the former communist party, 
which was renaıned “socialist” at the begin- 
ning of the 1990s. But in Crwatia nalionalisnı 
was fostered mainly by anti-communist move- 


. war criminals, the unjust 
` ‘treatment.of national 
issues.and the growing 
. development gaps will 
generate.lasting conflicts 


` menis that öfteri enjûyed supporl from abroad 


itles and were 


strength’ of Iheir rêspectably ‘anti-tdmimunist 


‘credentials. In the early 1990s Mr Tudjman's 
` main enemy wašë not Mr'Milosevic. Bèhintl 


the scefiës, the two leaders connived to furthér 


claimed — Mr Milosevic, whio sent the atmy 
ito Slovêhilû after the uillatêral declaration 
of independence iri June I991. The upsurge of 
Serb nationalism had a knock-on effect in 
Slovenia and Croatia. But the nationalist lead- 
erş in these-two republics were mainly con- 
cerned to strengthen theit hold on power and 
conirol the strategy for privatisation and the 
transition to capitalism. While the Slovenian 
leadership had sided with the Albanians in 
Kosovo, they. were no longer prepared to pour 
money into the region. 

Mr Markovic's party, and the liberals in 
general, failed to provide a viable alternative 
to backward-looking nationalism because the 
logic of the market which they championed 
was widening the gap belween the regions and 
destroying the existing safeguards and bur- 
den-sharlng arrangements. All the less devel- 
oped republics were in favour. of a. Yugoslav 
system providing for the redistribution of 
wealth, whereas hte rich republics of Slovenin 
and. Croatia were .against it, This. conflict 


„already. existed, under the.communist self— 


management.systém, büt It was accentuated 
by privatisation. Who was to benefit from the 
windfall — the federal authorities or the 
Tepublics? The :differences in- thie: degree. of 
development.of the various regions encourr 


` r froin’ Croat émigré commun: 
,„ readily described as “democratic” on the 


Continued from page 4 


bers before the war. Neither the CPY's sum- 
mary executions of real or alleged collabora- 
tors immediately after the war, nor the rapid 
imposition of single-party rule, alter the fact 
of ihe regime's initial and lasting popularity. 

In practice, the joint multinational strıggle 
aginst fascism was organised with a view to 
ıhe creation of a Balkan federation that would, 
as Tito had promised, include Albania. The 
establishment of the republics and the distrib- 
ution of land to the peasants in the liberated 
areas laid the basis for a — by no nıeans arti- 
ficial — rapprochement between the peoples 
of lhe region. The introduction of workers" 
self-management afler the break with Stalin in 
1948 sırengthened support for the regime in 
the factories and among the intelligentsia. The 
decollectivisation of agriculture in 1953, after 
a period of forced collectivisation under 
Stalinist pressure, helped to win over the 
peamanlry. 

Without un awareness of the progress 
achitved, both in the social and economic 
domain and in terms of the recognition of 
multiple national identities, it is inıpossible to 
uıdrstand several decades of history that 
made many people proud to be “Yugoslav” 
citizens, while retaining their national identity 
{2). The economy grew rapidly up to the end 
of the 1970s, enabling a country on the fringe 
af the capitalist world, and still 8% agricul- 
tral on the eve of the second world war, lo 
esvape from underdevelopment. 

True, the whale edifice was both recent and 
fragile. In the absence of denıacracy, “official 
truth" stifled discussion of the darker episodes 
of recent hislory. The one-parly system, and 
the lack of transparency and uf consistency in 
econumic decision-making, encvuraged the 
growth of a decentralised bureaucracy that 


aflen diverted investment finds for ils own - 


purposes. (This was certainly the case in 
Kosovo.) The repression of social and nation- 
ûl tensions led to an economic free-for-all. 
The increasing decentralisation of the econo- 
my. without democratic checks and balances, 
and ils opening up lo the world market, cost 
the country dear ir the 1980s. While all 
Teglons underwent development. wide gaps inı 
Per capita income opened up between the dif- 
ferent republics, whose Population ‘patterns 


ûnd production structures varied considerably, 


This was the regime's mûst important failure. 
In this situation, thê sudden increase in for- 
eign debt brought about by the jump in oil 


Prices and the subsequent rise in interest rates ` 


in the early 1980s spelt the death of the sys- 
lem. In 1980 foreign debt reached $20 billion, 
marking the beginining'of a decade of crisis 
and conflict during which thousands of strikes 
broke oul. The federal authorities were unable 
to forte the repüblics, or ‘the provindes of 

and Vojvodina, tö shoulder their fair 
share of ihe debt. The richer regions consid- 


ered lhemselves penalised by inefflcient . 
uIeaUCratic maiagemient designed to redis- 0 
tribule resources to less developed areas, The - 


Poorer regions complained that the rich 


Teglons were able to export large quaniities ùf 


£00ds — and hence earn latğé ariouhts of for- 


ian eurrenéy — because they, ‘the poorer 
Tegions, were supplying them with theap raw’ 


NMraterials, 
lı short, although the causes of the crisis 
ا‎ little to do wilh inter-ethnic hatred, the 
a itself encouraged the rise of nationalist 
iE, But Titoism had been more than an 
1 "lele, lt had consolidated certain national- 
ee Protected them against the historieal- 
‘Mnant nations that had been the only 
Thi Tecoğnised in the inter-war period (3). 
Albay icin was extended lo the Kosovo 
ınians from the 1960s onwards, although 
a hal Previously suffered a major blow 
Bal Belgrade had dropped the idea of a 
1 confedoration after the break with 
Ri The ıent.of that project lad 
wilh We vos links with Albania, 
uccung; 1 ê Mad been united under Italian 


Following the decentralisation of the mid- 
1960s, the Kosoyo. Albanians demanded 
3 a nation (rather than a national 


pinority) (4); Th 
).. They callgd for. Kosoyq.to.. 


a 
Constitgiag 2 SAY republic, arguing that they 
Onstituted a larger,and more clearly defined 
ا‎ Community. than the Montenegrins, 
their ready had lhe status of a nation and 

Own Tepublic,..The 1974 constitution 
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NO SOLUTION IN SIGHT FOR BALKANS CRISIS 
x i  ONIE FUR BALKANS CRISIS 


The dismantling of Yugoslavia 


(not to say simplistic) views of the past shed i 1 


8 


little Hight on present difficulties. , 

Both during the second world war and in 
the presenl period, inter-ethnic violence wS 
rooted in policies ainıed at building ethnically 


exclusive nation stales on the ruins of the first | 


and second Yugoslavia, How are we 0 
expluin the failure of hese policies in the firt 
instance and their resurgence and victory il 
the second? 


A first obvious difference is that of conlexl Û 


r 
1 
٤ 


The fascist or collaborationist regimes il 
power in the states that resulted from the 
break-up of the first Yugoslavia underwent 
occupation by the Axis powers — Nazi 
Germany and Benito Mussolini's Italy. The 
Communist Party of Yugoslavia (CPY) seize 
on this unifying factor by organising 4 
national liberation struggle throughout 
Yugoslavia. In the 1990s there was n0 COM 
mon external enemy. Germany was aliractivê 
in Slovenia and Croatia but seen as û e 
tary enemy in Serbia. Nor, with the advent : 
Mikhail Gorbachev, was there any longer 
risk of Soviet intervention. he 
But the cohesion brought about by 
struggle against an extemal enemy is nol 1i 
ficient to explain why, in 1945, national 
policies were defeated and f secon 
Yugoslavia was established, whereas in 7 1 
91. the Yugoslav project backed bY f 
Markovic, a Croatian liberal and head o hı 
last federal government, ای‎ rejected al 
polls in the constituent republics. e 
Clearly, the elections that brought the CP’ 
to power after the şecond world e 
genuinely pluralistic. They were 
Opposition candidates who feared hey i, 
rigged. But it is hard to imagine low, ale, 
terrible fraıricidal clashes of thie wan € 
could have imposed the establishment e 
second Yügoslavia againşt the ا‎ 
the peoples concerned, given the coy 3 
the first Yugoslavia, which had been dU 1 the 
“prison of the peoples", The ides İs ie 
mote absurd as the Communist i sincê 
torn by factional struggles and bane hen 
the early 1920s, had fewer ıhan „10,000 8 


` Continued on pagê 3 د‎ : 


Belgrade’s takeover of Kosovo nine years ago was the first blow to the 


system of constitutional balances inherited from the Tito era and 
marked the rise to power of Slobodan Milosevic. It preceded the con- 
Sfitutional change to the status of Serbs in the Croatian Republic after 
the election of Franjo Tudjman in 1990 and the secession of Slovenia 
and Croatia, which was followed by the wars of ethnic cleansing 


BY CATHERINE SAMARY 


explain why people voted for independence in 
the referendums held in both republics. The 
conspiracy theory explains nothing — neither 
the gronomic, moral and political crisis of the 
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, 
which was patently obvious throughout the 
1980s and paralysed the federal institutions, 
nor the specific conflict in Kosovo, which 
runs through the whole of Yugoslav history, 
The opposite approach recognises only 
causes witlıin the former system. On this view 
the “international community” can be criti 
cised only for intervening too little and too 
late, and the Yugoslav crisis is explained by 
faclors foreign to “civilised” Europe, The 
theory of inter-ethnic hatred — of tribes tear- 
ing euch other apart for centuries — is one 
Variant of this approach, in which all the pro- 
tAgonisis dre equally to blame. The other vari- 
ant puts the whole blame for the crisis and the 
war on the “Serbo-comnunist aggressor”. 
In both cûses, Ihe compuunisl reginie is seen 
a having, at best, kept the lid on nationalist 
Aspiralioits; al worst, as having fostered 
nationalism amd ended up feeding off it. The 
Tilo regime is supposed ta have “forced” the 
peoples of Yugoslavia to live together, 
According to this line of thinking, the crisis oF 
the socialist system and the achievement of 
political pluralism simply indırced the bureau- 
crats of the former single party (now split up 
among the various republics) to exchange 
their “conımunist self-management” clothing 
for nationalist attirè, When the supprèsséd 
hatreds rose to the surface, the whole system 
fell to pieces, This interpretation appears to 
have the merit of consistency. But simplified 


lic of Macedonia (where the Albanians, who 
make up 25% to 40% of the population, are 
demanding recognition as a national commu- 
nity). It could also upset the precarious bal- 
ance in Bosnia-Herzegovina and accelerate 
the disintegration of the present Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia, from which 
Montenegro is increasingly seeking to detach 
itself. 

The Yugoslav jigsnw puzzle is coming 
apart piece by piece, and there is no end jin 
sight. ln this protracted process of decompaşi- 
tion, the “international community", insted 
of Putting the fire out, has actually been fan- 
ning the flames. New states that declared théir 
indepeıdence were recognised, under pressure 
Irom Germany, without sufficient uegolinliûn 
and, above all, without any nttemıpt [o deal 
systematically with the national issues 
involved. This failed to prevent the outbreak 
and spread of war in the region. While Nath 
intervention and ihe 1995 Dayton accords led 
to a ceasefire in Bosnia-Herzegovina, they 
also set the senl on Ihe ethnic cleansing thal 
hac! already taken place. And the governments 
now in power have every reason (o prevent 
the hundreds ot refugees from returning to 
their homes. 

Former Yugoslavin has disappeared, leav- 
ing in its plince u patchwork of fragments. The 
spiralling Jisintegralion can be viewed in two 
ways. In the carly stages of the crisis, in 1990- 
93, the favourite theory in Belgrade was that, 
of a conspiracy belween Germany and the. 
Vatican. It is public knowledge that the seces- 
sion of Slovenia and Croatia was strongly’ 
encouraged in those quarters, bul this does not 


ration Army 
as the UCK) 
İN nol give up 
— which could 


Province are given 
jeatre of war in the 
aguin, which would 
on the fragile repub- 


HE MURDEROUS onslaught of the 
Serbian militia in Kosovo, which 
was intended to "eradicate" the 
drive towards independence in the 
opened a new chapter in 
f Yugoslavia. The threats 
of Nato intervention and the agreements 
reached with Slobodan Milosevic — which 
TUn counter to the Kosovo Albanians’ 
demands for self-determination — have by no 
means closed this chapter aud stabilised the 
area. The president of Yugoslavin in the 
nation’s third incarnation (1) tas a federation 
of Serbia and Montenegro) has committed 
himself to de-cscalation under the supervision 
of observers from the Organisation for 
Security and Co-Operation in Europe, against 
a background of considerable political uncer- 
tainty. His opponents have won power in 
Montenegro, and he is forced to contend with 
Ihe presence in the enlarged Serbian govenı- 
ment of the proto-fascist Serbian Radical 
Party of Vojislav Seselj. 

The Serbs have begun to withdraw their 
paramilitary forces. And, with winter fast 
approaching, the Albanian people seem to 
have returned to their villages en nuısse. Bul 
their security is no1 guaranlced, nor is it cer- 
tain that their homes will be rebuilt in the near 
future. Most important of all, there is no Buar- 
antee thal negotiutions on the stalirs of 
Kosovo will be held and brought to a suıeccess- 
ful conclusion. The promised autonomy 
{within Serbia) is precisely wlıat the Kousuvo 
Albanians huve been boycotting for almost 
10Û years by means of peaceful hut determined 
resistance, The Kosovo Libe 
{known by its Albaniun initials 
has alrendy announced that it wi 
the fight For independence 
meun protriclecl guerrilla wurfare. Unless alf 
the communities iı the 
equal rights, this new ih 
Balkans could flare up 
have an explosive effect 


Fy is a lecturer at Paris- 


ougoslave. Questions pour 


Europe", L'Harmatlain, Paris, [994 


province, may have 
the disintegration o 
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ersity, author 
“La Dëchirure ¥ 1 


and led Quebec out of the dark days of cleri- 
calism mixed with economic backwardness in 
the 1960s. For many PQ activists, lhe idea of 
the slate as a vehicle for both economic devel- 
opınent and social solidarily is the foundation 
of sovereignist aspirations; hence the growing 
rift wilh the PQ leadership. 

The objective seems to be to win the 
provincial election, and then hold a refercn- 
dum ul the riglu moment. What the PQ lias in 
ınind is sovereignty-association, which Mr 
Landry defines as freely chosen cilizenship, 
Quebec collecting all taxes andl using them in 
accurdance with its own priorities, nutanumy 
in internitionil relations, a monetary union 
with lhe rest of Canada, division of the natiun- 
ul debt, and increused cconoımivr integration 
under NAFTA (ur un expanded version of it. 

lı order for Chrétien. who rejected any kind 
ol “distinct” Qucbee, to block Mr Bouchard 
and his parly, he necded to find an adversary 
to ihe PQ who cuuld attract both die-hard fed- 
erAlinls and severeignists dlisappvinted by the 
PE’ luk uf radicalisın. The Quebec Liberal 
Parly +PLQ), spurred by Ottawa. thinks that 
Jean Charest may fîl Ihe hill. He is the forme 
leader of Ihe Progressive Conservative Party 
who reigned as ù federal member ol puarlia- 
ment in ureler 16 wage bale in Qurhec, Fle is 
young t aed 40), culuvales a reetmhlance lı 
Bill Clinton, speaks — or rulher Grmmutni- 
Gilles — well. and seems te stuy clear uf left- 
right divisiuns, which ure nm always entirely 
understogl in Nurth Americu. 

New ıdeas are springing up outskle Ihe PQ 
us well as from its grnssrools. They receive 
scant ilteuion in the media, which tends to be 
conformist amd federalist. In one poll. half ul 
young respondents expressed mistnıst or hus- 
tility toward the PQ-PLQ monopoly on puliti- 
cal life. Seventy-hree per cent of Quebecenr, 
und an even higher percentage of young 
Quebccers, felt that there slıould be “a left- 
wing political parly dedicated to the needs of 
workers and the underprivileged" (5). This 
does not necessarily mean they would, or even 
could, vote for such a party in a first-past-the- 
post fone round) electoral system, in which it 
is so important not ta “waste" your vate. 

The RAP (Rassembleınent pour une alter- 
native politique), a pro-sovereignty socialist 
group which is fiercely hostile to the powers 
that be, is providing a forum for hundreds of 
old and new political aclivists across Quebec, 
but it is only a parly in embryonic Fornı. The 
fact that it has been launched al all in these 
gloomy 1990s may be considered an achieve- 
ment in itself. But even confronting a worn- 
out PQ, a leftwing alternative would not be 
credible unless it was able to tap into social 
and cultural struggles, and avoid being totally 
ignored by the media. 

Meanwhile the PQ is nat inclined to share 
its monopoly: on the iden of sovereignty. 
Election fever tends to Favour the established 
political blocs, but with the PÛ staking its 
fulure on the American model, it no longer 
inspires enthusiasm. For most of ils members, 
becoming more liberal means having less of a 

` sacial conscience: Many think the party needs 
a good kitk in the pants. This can only come 
from within Quebec, But which Quebec? 
` Translated by Stuart Anthony Stilitz 


{1) Soe Bernard Caseen, "Pour les Qudbécois, un pays û, 
portéc de. la maln", Le Monde diplomatique, January 1997. 
See also tha book by Claude Baritegu, Quiber, 18 septem- 
hre 2001, (Ëditlons Québec Amérlque, Mûntreal, 1998, 38 
pages, Can26.95) In whit the nuthor, a Laval University 
professor, argues that Briiish methods of Indirect rule 
explain le emergence of ıe Quabee.sqverelgmy. move- 
ımuent. Perfected İn the, Crown colonles, indi 

to the aubordinatlon and in „he cı 

conquered peoplês, és local 

case Quebie! federalists — tu coitrol’lhs ton: 
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SOVEREIGNISTS IN LOVE WITH THE AMERICAN MODEL 


Quebec’s PQ worn out by power 


The debate in Quebec over sovereignty is never-ending. As long as the 
issue remains unresolved, it will eclipse all others, both in Ottawa and 
in the province of Quebec. Its prine minister, Lucien Bouchard, has 


just announced early provincial elections, and if the ruling Parti 


québécois wins, it could lead to a new referendum on self-determina- 
tion; the last one was narrowly defeated in 1995. But if Mr Bouchard 
carries on with economic policies as conventional as those of the 
federal government, he will have a hard time con rincing the 
electorate of the virtues of a sovereign Quebec. 


CHRISTOPHE WARGNY 


{people whose nıother tongue is neither 
English nor French, Anglophoues, the upper 
middle class and execulives af multinalional 
[irıns — all of whonı tend lo be hostile to sep- 
aration. The city accounts For 45i uf the pop- 
ulation uf Quebec ind thercfore plays ù key 
rule in decıling viclury in the ntianal debut. 

Bul the ruling PQ tPiurti quchécois? is 
cuunling on uld-stock Fraucoplhones t5 win 4 
new referendun, which cull be called il ihe 
PQ wins the upcuıning pravinciiıl pai den- 
lary elections; le accomplish this it wuuld 
netd to garner Lhe support of Lwo-thirds ul 
this group — somelhing that has never yet 
happened. “We must explain the meuning of 
puliticul independence in terms everyone ciin 
understand and place it in its contemporary 
conlext — thal of a culurully diverse Quebec," 
says Michel Sarra-Bournet, historian and for- 
mer adviser to Premier Lucien Bouchard. “We 
must mıke it everyone's business” (3). 

Alain-G Gagnon, director of the Quebec 
Studies Program al Montreal's McGill 
University, a bastion of federalism and sym- 
bol of the Anglophone presence {Anglo- 
phones account for 55% of its sludents), sees 
a logjam in Canada's institutions (4). In his 
view, there has been a total breakdown in 
mutual understanding. Anglophones reject 
Quebec particularism and any recognition of 
Quebec as a “distinct society", even within 
Canada; they view individual rights as para- 
ınount and adequalely protected. 


Land of immigrants 


HILE Quebecers see themselves as a 
nation, others see them as French 
speakers. Outside Quebec, Canada is viewed 
a§ a land of immigrants, a land where geogra- 
phy counts for more than history. And the fact 
ıhat Quebecers — of lhe anli-sovereignist per- 
suasion, to be sure — are overrepresented in 
the federal government further confuses the 
picture. From the PQ perspective, an 
Anglophone prime minister in Oltawa — the 
current premier, Jean Chrétien, is a 
Francophone ——~ would make the battle easier. 
PQ policies are unpopular: congested hos- 
pital emergency departments, waiting lists for 
operatlons, reductions in support for the 
unemployed, staff cuts in education, reduced 
support for students who repeat courses, a ris- 
‘ing dropout rate which sees more and more 
sludents completing their complisory school- 
ing without obtalning a diploma; a growth'in 
private schools and pressure on educational 
establishments to borrow or find sponsors: 
“We didn't elect the PQ lo weaken the 
social safety net or‘heighten inequalities" is 
the message being sent by the union rank-and- 
file to their leaders, who have made deals’ with 
the ‘provincial govemment, The PQ rahk-and- 
file too is grumbling, évên tough Mr 
Bouchard Is exploiting his charisma and 
Ottawa's grudge against him to the hilt ‘(he 
hid faithfully served lhe fedêral government 


before beoomihg ihe man’ Ottawa lovds fo. 


‘YLB €dittur, Monireal, 1998. 
; "Le Cpnada, Inb 


nbormojee inistlsigne 


1 


` Hate); Many are dumbfounded by’ his mixture 
of’ ‘Anglophobia (anti-fedoraliam) ' and 
‘"Amerlcariophilia" (economic beralisim’ 


` "They, remind him that it was thê:proviniolal 


Bovérnifent : he lan 
lh, rain 1 
," spurred tho'risê ûf ã powerful middie class 


ARIS - MONTREAL: Air Canada 
flies between the largest two French- 
speaking cities in the developed 
world. On both the outbound and 
relurn flights, lhe flight attendant ollers pas- 
sengers a choice between two Englisl- 
language Canadian dailies, the Globe & Mail 
of Toronto and The Gazette of Montreul. Their 
French-language conıpelitors (Le Devoir, Lut 
Presse and Le Journal de Montréal) are con- 
spicuous by their absence. Innocent aver- 
sight? Or perhaps pussengers arc gelling un 
introduction to Quebec's languiige Gebule und 
national question. Since 1he October 1%45 ref- 
erendum on sovereigmly, which fell xurt hy 
40,000 voices, {he relationship hetweet 
Quebec and the rest of Canada has bern iı per- 
manent fixture on the political agen (1 1. 

The political bosses in Oltawa anl Qucbec 
City share the same political ideology of "less 
govemment intervention” and “the economy 
comes first". Bernard Landry. Quebec's 
deputy premier and a zealous promoter of a 
zero public deficil, is convinced thal, when 
the time comes, Oltawa, Washington and Paris 
will give hint his due as a staunch supporter of 
the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) in particular and globalisation in 
general (2): “One should not throw stones at 
the crocodiles before crossing the river," he 
reminds people, quoting a Hailian proverb. 

The gulf thai separates English and French 
Canada is getting wider, not in constitutional 
texts but in the way people live their lives, 
The bilingual Canada envisioned by Pierre- 
Elliott Trudeau exists only within the shadow 
of government buildings in Ottawa, and per- 
haps not even there, Take, for example, the 
appointment last june of David Levine, an 
avowed “sovereignist”, as director of one of 
the city's leading hospitals. Though the hospi- 
tal's board of directors based its decision on 
competence, the appointment was widely 
denounced in English Canada. It will not be 
long before bilingualism survives only on 
paper, in unenforced laws — except among 
Ontarians who live on the south shore of the 
Ottawa River, closer to Montreal, and among 
the Acadians of New Brunswick who are 
proud of their unique culture: و‎ 

1s it possible to achleve independence with- 
out progressive policies? In Quebec, lhe dif- 
ferent currents in the pro-sovereignty move- 
° ment agrée on at least one point: Trudeau's 
effort to “build a single nation” was in fact a 
declaration of wat on any recognition of 
Quebec as a “distinct society", and the ulti 
mate'resült can only be that French will 
' become the second language in all paris of the 
country. This is the scenario thal ‘Yves 
‘Michaud, named patriot of the year n 1997, 
'cills “Louisianisation" — or the transition 

from humiliation to ašsimilatlon: : 
'' ` The trend i seer by many as inevitable'(the 
'torm most commonly used) -— for some, 43 
inevitable as the sovereignty of Québec. The 
` possible sticking point is Montreal, the hub of 


..| the piovince: thoughithe industrlalisatlon and 
ura exddus of the. 19th a prevented 


Montreal from’ becoming English, today the 
ity fiag a high ‘concéiî ratlo-of “ellophones” 


1. ..| +ChHsiophe.Wargny'isa lectiteF ai the . ° 


»Consetvaloire national des aris e1 deş mttiers 
ENAM), Pris i A ss 


Continued from page 6 


Washington advising that the US refrain from 
further efforts to constrain settlement expan- 
sion. 
The Palestinian leadership has distin- 
guished itself by its almost total lack of inter- 
est in or familiarity with settlements. They 
have not been able to avoid seeing the grow- 
ing suburbs of Jerusalem; but mention places 
such as Dolev or Talmon — the Ma'’ale 
Adumims and Givat Ze'evs of tomorrow — 
and their faces go blank, The diplomatic path 
that ihe Palestinians have joined, and the con- 
ditions il imposes, leave them few options 
materially to change either the pace or the 
implications of Israel's settlement policies. 

Those who oversaw the creation of Oslo 
either wilfully ignored the centrality of settle- 
menls or, more likely, inexplicably failed to 
understand their importance as the prime indi- 
cater of Israeli intentions. There is a widely 
held belief among diaspora Palestinians 
involved in talks with Israel that Lhe physical 
transfurmation of the land bruugh1i about by 
selllemıent expansion can (and will) be undone 
by a political decision. They cite the prece- 
dent of Yamit and other Sinai settlements, 
which were dismantled in 1982 after the peace 
deal with Egypt. This is to forget that Israel 
ceded the Sinai precisely in order lo safeguard 
ils control of lhe West Bank. Aııd that û peace 
agrcement belween (wo strong stales sıich as 
Egypl and Israel is qualitatively different from 
ann [sraeli-Palestinian rapprochement. 

There is today no powerful, articulute voice 
among Ihe Palestiniu leadership iirguing that 
a halt to settlemenl expansion is iı basic 
requirement of any negntialing framework. 
Yasser Arafut is briefed infrequenıly on 
Israel's settlement policy inl his response is 
generally stunned silence as be louks il the 
map. Malımud Abbas t Abu Mazen: and 
Ahnıadl Qurai (Abu Aln) have never been on û 
“setllement tour", Seltlements can, they 
believe, be made to disappear or to dry up 
witlı the stroke of an Israeli diplomat’s pen. 
For them, the most important objective is to 
establish the foundations for Palestinian sov- 
freignly on whatever territories Israel can be 
convinced to surrender. 

The "American initiative”, which they 
Approved in London in early June, simply 
fequired Israel not to construct new settle- 
ments or to engage in the “substantial expan- 
Sion" of settlements outside contiguous areas. 
These are the exact formulations that 
Netanyahu has himself used for more than a 
Year. And during this period almost 20 new 
Seltlement areas have been established and the 
§round has been broken for thousands of new 
Settlement dwelling units. 

Al this testifies to the fnilure not only of 
he Palestinians to contain Israel's setilement 
drive, but also of the US to impart any real 
Meaning to its vociferous demand for a “tHme- 
Out o than two years afler the Likud 

victory, US policy makers have yet to 
recover from the detent f Shimon Peres, In 
the absence of an Israeli partner ready to 
implement the Oslo accords, the Clinton 

Ministration has proven unable to agree 
[o a credible strategy for fulfilling even the 
Imited prospects of the Oslo framework. 

1 The Palestinians’ tacit agreement to permit 
T€] (o maintain and expand settlements has 
1 İshed a precedent that will be difficult to 

er in final-status talks, And niore 

linians are beginning to acknowledge 
fl lowing any settlements to remain iu lhe 
1 Status will prevent any credible degree of 
lestinian sovereignty, not necessarily 

i of the settlements themselves (which 

By control less than 15% of the West 

kl, but because the extensive security 

1 required to ensute their existence 

li the ever-éxpandiig system of roads 

ain Stlemeits with other and with 

¬ Are such aš to juslify thie permaneit 

Presence of the lsraell ariny. 0 ا‎ 

i. ` Original text in English 


ts Tel Aviv, 23 June I998, 1 
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"aud gı ê ¢ contrectlon of. Yelude ve Shoincon (Jude 

a rhe), the Biblicê' nafje Osed by supporters o! 
18) 1 aE for the Wast Bank, -.. , 
1998, 
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In spite of this expansion, the organisation 
Peace Now reports a vacancy rate of 25% (454 
units out of 1,800) in the Gaza settlements. Yê 
tenders for Ihe construction of 100 new uni 
were recently issued for the Gaza settlement of 
Nisanit, near the Jabaliya refugee camp. 

The surge in settlement expansion low 
the end of last year came just as the Clinton 
adminisiration was expressing the need lol 
include some measure of restraint il ibe 
Netanyalıu government's expansion policies 
‘and at a time when Netanyahu himself ¥3 | 
making assurances that “there won't be 0Y 
substantial expansion of settlements ا‎ 
substantial confiscation [of land]". A! 
time, US diplomacy towards the issue of ا‎ 
tlement expansion focused on the need for 
halt in “unhelpful unilateral acts . . . thal P* | 
judge issıuıes reserved for final slalus e 
tions”, as stated by Secretary of 3 
Madeleine Albright İn a speêch bı This 
National Press Club on 6 August’ e 
formulation was later reconstituted a5 4 
out" in settlement expansion, and riost f 
ly explained as an ا‎ 0 e 
expansion to already built-up are 
ing approximately 3% of thie West Bank (6 
În response to reports of lage 'scal | 
ment expansion, the State Department 
vanlsed its intelligence and monitoring 7 
But US attempts to receive prompt ا‎ 
tion fron the Netanyahu govere ory, 
been stymied by the defencê 
‘According to pin 0 
. Mordechai ajde refused a reque 0 
‘Ambassador Ned Walker fûr infirm م‎ 
settlement housing expansion in 0 
Bank, noting that the release of اق‎ 
‘tion would only cause problems lncot 
‘sraèl andthe US: The US request ahi 
stent with 'promikes made’ Era 
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— Graenlha 
— Jerusalem municipal boundaries 


PHeatinlan viages 
8 frrer than 1,000 Inhsbkanla 
© 3000 08.000 inhabitants 


Other Palestinlan ا‎ 
e more ihan &,000 Inhabit! EEE 


hraell settlements 

A mparıely population 
Bp highly popuined 
f plannad axpansion 


Circulation 


Azoeas roads to lsraoll sattlements (reaıricled 
1.3 BCAES to Palestinian vehicles. Control checks} 


3= access roads plannad or under conaitucllon 
==. Palasilnlan mats {unrestricted secess) 


Torritorlal redistribution since tha sceords 

Î Palestinian autonomy iOalo 1ı 

jE Û Zona A:Palerinlan autonomy (Oalo ID) 

EC] Zone B: Terories under joint corirol (Oslo I. 
This zona alto conlalns virtuslty all Arab villages 
gsographically skted in Zone C 
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national Israeli rate. Almost 80% of the 4,000 
to 5,000 dwelling units on which construction 
began last year have been sold, according to 
numbers conıpiled by the prime minister's 
office. This surprising level of demand, in 
contrast to the slowdown in the Israeli hous- 
ing market, comes from the less expensive 
housing prices in settlemenls compared with 
costs in Israel itself. For example, a detached 
villa of 150 square metres in the small settle. 
ment of Nokdim, south-east of Bethlehen, 
sells for $110,000 — the price of a lwo-room 
flat in Jerusalem. 

In another demonstration of the govern- 
ment's effort to “create facts” in anticipation 
of further army redeployment and final status 
talks with the Palestinians, one well-informed 
source reports that government-financed 
infrastructure work 1s proceeding at between 
80 and 90 of the 120 West Bank settlements. 
In most cases, this work is being undertaken 
on lands for which at present there are no 
approved construction plans, Plans to build 
more than 9,000 dwelling units in West Bank 
settlements — one report puts the figure at 
20,000 (5) —- are in the process of being 
approved. 

In August 1996, Mr Mordechai was invested 
with the power to approve all settlement con 
struction. Since then, he has given final 
approval for fewer than 2,500 new units, How 
then was construction begun on more than 
twice as many dwellings? Many of the units 
‘begun last year were actually approved durihg 
the government of Yitzhak Shamir but wete 
frozen after 1992 by Mr Rabin. The Rabin 
government itself apprqved more ‘dwellings 
than. were actually begun, during, its tenure. 
Taking.a page from-Labour’s book, the 
وس يدا‎ government, appears (o 


1 


‘ing. that con 
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ISRAEL STEALTHILY ‘CREATING FACTS ON THE GROUND’ 
aer LRAT TALIS UN [HE GROUND’ 


Obstacles to peace 


The Wye Plantation agreement reluctantly agreed by Binyamin 
Netanyahu is making near-impossible demands on Yasser Arafat. In 
return, Israel mtest further “redeploy” ifs troops. Yet Palestinian 
sovereignty would only extend fo less than 20 per cent of the West 
Bank — a bad omen for final status talks. And all the while the 
building of Israeli settlements grinds quietly on. 


BY GEOFFREY ARONSON 


tional 50 expected to begin before the end of 
the year. Just north of Ramallah, Bet E! is 
home to almost 700 families and is one of the 
few settlements that may come into closer 
proximity to territory controlled by the 
Palestinian Authority — if Israel redeploys its 
forces as required by the Oslo accords. Less 
than IOkm south-west of Bet El lies the dor- 
mitory of Givat Ze”ev, a settlement whose 
population is now approaching 10,000. Tlie 
road north meets n bypass built as parl of 
Israel's redeployment from Ramallah so that 
Jerusalem-bound settlers from the Talmon 
seltlement bloc to the north can avoid the 
Palestinian areas of Ramallah and Betunia. 

Expansion is readily apparent throughout 
this bloc of settlemenl communities, which 
ineludes Dolev {population 500), Talmon A 
and B (800), Nachliel (300) and Halamish 
£1,000). Ar Dolev, ground preparation is well 
under way and new infrastructure is being 
built on a hill south of the existing settlement. 
At Talmon, a block of two-storey houses is 
almost completed, While just to the east, a 
new water tower marks the site of the new set- 
tlement of Horesh-Yaron where 13 mobile 
homes were sited almost a year ago. At 
Halamish and at the settlement of Paduel fur- 
ther to the north, land is being prepared for 
future expansion. 

At the south-western approach to the settle- 
ment of Ariel, a sign announces one of the 
many new industrial parks now being built in 
the West Bank: Ariel South, Here a new inter- 
change of the Trans-Samaria Highway (Road 5) 
is being re-routed and expanded. The 13% 
redeployment under dîscusslon will leave this 


ni 


lation 


HÎLE all eyes have been on the 
latest brokered accord in the 
Middle East, another, arguably 
more decisive cffort to resolve 
the future of the territories captured by Israel 
in June 1967, is under way. Isruel's policy of 

“ercaling facts on the ground" — establishing 

new Israeli settlements and expanding exist- 

ing ones throughout the occupied erritories 

— is well on its way to reaching an objective 

sought by a succession of Isrneli leaders over 

the past lhree decades: preventing the creation 
of u independent, sovereign Palestinian politi- 
cal entity west of the Jordan. 

During its more than two years in power, 
the Likud government of Binyamin 
Netanyahu has learned the art of “building 
quietly", Construction is continuing inex- 
orably in the more than 170 setilement com- 
munities, housing some 350,000 Israelis, 
established across (le pre-1967 war ceasefire 
line separating Israel from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip (180,000 in annexed Ernst 
Jerusalem, 164,500 in the West Bank and 
5,500 in the Gaza Strip). 

Tracking expansion in the settlements is 
more anı art than a science, The Israeli authori- 
ties rarely nıake dala available and press 
reports are usually imprecise and often contra- 
dictory. The minister of defence, Yitzhak 
Mordechai, has approved the additional con- 
struction of just over 2,000 units in the oecu- 
pied territories, excluding East Jerusalem and 
the Golan Heights, since Mr Netanyahu came 
to power. None the less, 5,000 units are 
reported in various phases of construction in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

At a meeting of the Knesset's Foreign 
Affairs and Security Committee on 22 June, 
Yossi Sarid challenged Mr Mordechai to give 
an accurate account of the expansion: “[ have 
already asked you twice to present before this 
tonmitlee all the approvals you have given 
for the expansion of settlements, and al] you 
do is evade the question.” (1) 

The upsurge in settlement expansion in the 
West Bank which began during the summer of 
1997 has continued this year. The Netanyahu 
Around Jerusalem” construction plan is 
being directed by Nach Kinartî, who oversaw 
settlement expansion for the Labour govern- 
ment of the assassinated prime minister 
Yitzhak Rabin —-~ a telling illustratlon of the 
nalional consensus in favour of the permancnt 
retention of lhe West Bank between Ramallah 
and Hebron. If implemented, the plan for an 
"umbrella municipality” for Jerusalem and 
environs, unveiled recently, wilt bring West 
Bank settlements in “Greater Jerusalem" one 
administrative step further along the road to 
de facto annexation, 

In the Etzion Bloc, south of Jerusalem, 630 
new dwelling units are currently being built 
alongside 1,300 existing houses. Hundreds 
more are under construction in the larger set- 


In the Benjamin region north and. west of 


Jerusalem, more than 20,000 Israelis .Hve in 

,30 settlements. ‘Here there are 1,500 .new 

dwellings under construction enough to 

;] merease the population by 6,000, There 1s 

| even êxpainsiéh .at.Bot,Ely wheré: [30 new 

i | homes are.unider constuction, with-an addl- 
2: 0 ن‎ 12 


tlement towns of Efrat, Ma'ale Adumim, 
Betar. For the first time the settlers have started 
making concrete to meet the Increased 
. demand for congtruction materials, (2) 
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MEXICO’S TROUBLES ARE NOT JUST IN CHIAPAS 
ys u to ARD NUT JUD! IN CHIAPAS 


Guerrero has its own guerrillas 


rind n 0Y rough Rather than implement the San Andres accords signed in February Zipatistı Nulionul Liberation Army (EZS‏ ا 
the faces of the people change until 1996 with the Zapatista National Liberation Army, President Ernesto There followed assassinations, arresse yf‏ 


thet [ ا‎ 5 8 reprisals. 1 
f I a ا‎ Zedillo chose o renege on his undertakings, form death squads and „İl wus (o protest at the disappearance oft: 
trough five hours of forest, rock, giant ciel militarise Chiapas. This anti-insurgency strategy has caused the death ia i bE Gilberio Romeo, thal ie: 
2 ield 8 ا‎ 8 8 8 members of 1 
Ce ا‎ e E ا‎ of more than 100 people. Zedillo has followed the same policy in other Aloyac de Alvarez by lorry 0 e 
pan of Guerrero aptly known as La Monaaa Sf@feS Where poverty and repression are making people more radical i e stopped ihe convoy att 
(the mountain), — in particular, Guerrero. these nian o ao Se They aude sone 
paıt from the market the peasants go to at 1ese lnurmed civilians get Jown from 
the weekend, there is no industry, no paid trucks and opened fire. Marino Sarc 


determined — “We continue to believe in 
change by democratic means" — and disillu- 
sioned. “People Jon'l believe the dentocraiic 
siruggle will succeed.” 

While the government, acting under pres- 
sure from the EZLN, the PRD and internation- 
al opinion has opened up politically, going so 
far as io concede Mr Cardenas's victory as 
mayor of Mexico City in July last year and the 
PRI's loss of ils absolute niajurity in 
Congress, everyone knows thal nothing has 
changed in the feudal countryside where the 
local big shots hold sway. 

Chilpancingo and Acapulco swung into the 
PRD camp in the 6 July, 1997 local elections, 
it is true, but the rural areus are slill coıtrolled 
by the PRI. For severul months now it has 
been combing the countryside, buying ull 
people's consciences, distributing gifis, clotli- 


e Towards Mexico Clty. 
"FAK MORELOS. 


employment, Nothing. Reinforcing rods recalls: "1 was lying on the ground wih le ing, ide and Fertiliser. “These people ire sn 
sprout fron the many buildings under way BY MAURICE LEMOINE lets flying all round me and we were lol, Poor, if you give them a mecal, a few beuna, 
which get finished as they get orders from “on surrounded by police. 1 saw them putin; they'll follow you wherever you want. like il 

lock of sheep." What is more, Figuerui 


injured comrades out of their misery." li uxı 
nightmare — 17 peasants killed and mı yJ 
than 20 wounded. 

AÃ year later, none of the insligalors oft 
massicre had been brought to justice. 
only thing this popular mobilisation achisel 
was the resignation of Governor Rube 


high", Tweniy-two-year-old Benito says he's 
planning to follow his four cousins to the 
United States. 

But there is one new activity that has 
recently brought [ife to the town: a barracks 
with 6Û0 soldiers. People lower their voices to 
tell you the alleged reason, a murky story of 
armed bands. “It started in Chiapas," Juan 
Basurle confides, “but they're more political 
there. Marcos is known the world over, But 
here it's another group and theyre less well 
known." 


junior), whe was forced Lo resign ulter ihv 
Aguas Bluucus nuurdlera, hus announced lis 
relurn tu pulitics to prevent ui opposition viu- 
lury iıı the stale by whitever meuns, 

ln Gucrrero's poorest lownship, 
Metlulunéc, the PRD’s Felipe Ortiz warns: 
Figueroa junior). On the anniversary of : "Fhe goverimenl hus lwo options: fo respevl 
massacre, during a commemoration cerem MEXICO : the wishes of the people or nuke them even 
at the site attended by 6,000 people, a hunded mirê rtdical. Guerrero is i puwder keg Lliit 
or so arıned men alll women appeared, ter PEF ٤ cuuld explude al uny moment.” For its parl. 
faces masked by the inevitable balaclava. Te co pe . the ERPI has alreudy shown ils colo iin 


Benito has read in the papers about this Popular Revolutionary Army had shown itt 25 50km in û phase ul “silently building up il forces 
Popular Revolutionary Army (EPR) operating in public for the first time. “Alter lhe ini: CA lo help in an surrecliun. “We think il is nec- 
in the OQuerrero scrublands. He stresses it's surprise,” a witness recalls with a sınile, "ye 2 1 کڪ ذ‎ : essary lu prepiure hicillse there Muy. under 
through the papers. Being active in the Union could see the delight on people's (aces. Ak OAXACA CLAIRE CUNTY - CÊCLE MARIN n E he Irigpers hil Calne 

ME MilSSCS lu Cia UP. 


of them clapped. A priest wenl over ıu! 


of Indigenous Monlaia Co iti 
Innunities kissed then, suying ‘AC last!" A conımuniy: 


(UCIM), he has got his own ideas about them. Chiapas, Guerrero, Ousiu, Veracruz — the 


"They're nothing to do with j. he is Wis real out, le Aguis Blancas Manilesw actions followed. No fronlil ıulls, just 7 - - whole of the south uf Mexico is hexsitaling 
10 e bi we e e not exiclly in the lyrical prose limited attacks. A guerrilla spokesınan, Who S who ın Mexico between viulcuce und civil peace. Nu ore here 
working for society just as we are, but by dif- Subcomnandante Marcus: "We wauıt a dev” "Manuel", adnitled that they were just at a will wuger on uhut will happen if Mr 
ferent means," : cratic people's republic and we call for p+ slage of self-defence. : Curdenas loses the 2000 presidetisl electiur 
Tlapa lies at the heart of La Montafa, the ple’s cDurts to iry lhe enenıies of thie people. "We've been compured lo the Shinning Path. O ACNR: National Civic Revolutionary 3 OCSS: Peasant organisation of — even if there are no Irregularities. If a 
hilliest part of the stale, 600 to 3,000 metres The Zedillo government, whiclı trapped We're not provocateurs. We've been working Association. Guerrilla group founded in Sierra del Sur. The largest peasant thing stupid hıppens before then, sucl as elee- 
above sea level, it is very poor. Its maize Zapatistas in talks that were just e 2 20 years with people who are dying of Guerrero by Genaro Vasquez in 1963. movement in Guerrero. el ed in Ge ar iy een 
beans, rice and o ۰ : 1 4 dressing, tried to gain credence for the ik! unger, Aguas Blancas accelerated the in Chiupss, everything could change. “I the 
Bit lucoiie. ا‎ e ا ا‎ inê a of the 0 school, which has five 1967 in Acapulco, another leacher, Lucio that there were g0 guerrillas, the EZLX Process, The social base asked what could bE O CNC: National Peasants’ û PAN: Natlonal Action Party. Third anny utk the EZLN," the EPR {ur ERPl's 
the milpa (2). Two straw hats that took a day self le al i le ng a class of 45 him- Cabaîas, founded the Party of the Poor with a social base, aııd bad ones, the E done and we answered the call. Socialism Confederation. The “official” peasants’ largest party after the PRI and PRD, “Manuel” reported earlier this year, “Marcos 
to make fetch one peso (3). They will be soll mort ٣ as fo look after his field; his (PDLP). Armed action grew in the 1970s, cul- withoul one. It was assisted, perhaps not cr isn't on the agenda and armed struggle can't organisation. right-wing, conservative opposition. has said he doesn’t want a saviour But we 
on for 17 pesos each by the eabrilres en 0 ey of 1 ,600 pesos ($200) is Mot minating on 29 Miay 1974 with the abduction sciously to begin with, by Subcommandat bring about change on its own. All forms of can't stand idly by. We would move from self- 
(itinerant traders), La Monteiro i OE lo live ا‎ How could I find the time of Ruben Figueroa (senior), a PRI candidate Marcos, who made some icy remarks. Te F democratic, peaceful and parliamentary strug- J EPR: Popular Revolutionary Army. Q PDLP: Party of the Poor. Guerrlllas defence to a declaration of war." 1 
by Indians — Nahuas Mixe E 0 3 ا‎ group? Pointing dispiritedly for the post of state governor known for his "newcomers" woukl have to "eam their legil gle are necessary. Bul we also need armed Armed opposition movement that sur- active in Guerrero from 1967-74. The guerrillas have no future as such in a 
Tlapnneques — who also eurn litlle a 8 shack, ا‎ On, “Instead of sending gangster methods (5J. The manhunt began, macy". Commindante José Arturo sent 4 Pressure.” One question reınains, At present, faced in Guerrero on 28 June 1996. Mexico where the clectoral option now exists 
have their traditions, they So ail e n any ا‎ ley should build schools and and Cabaflas died inı an ambush the following ing reply: “Whose pardon are we supposed ¥ilh no mention of internal dissent leaking O PDPR: Popular Democratic and where the PRD is feeding reforınist aspi- 
meagre crops and sell them cheap Eh 1 س‎ e e us Allowances, clothes and December. The party was smashed and its seek for not letting Ihe govemment contin out, does Manuel still belong to the EPR or is O ERPI: Insurgent People’s Revolutionary Party. Political arm of rations, But they will have a bright future and 
something they literally give away. "And the: 1 RS surviving members went lınderground. to murler people? And for our armed up he already in the Insurgeni People’s Revolutionary Army. Result of a split in the EPR, lasting legitiınacy if social and political 
are not political people. 0 Ca on 13 July when the army appeared The. army conducted a fierce cleaning-lp ing? The government's, perhaps? (8). Revolutionary Amy (ERP)? the EPR on 8 January 1998. democracy fail to lake root in the poorest 
Apart from his work in the UCIM eis 0c نا‎ al Grande, a remote outback up operation in the region, leaving 100 dead and concluded: “Poetry cannot be the continual It was the events of El Charco (Cosla û PRD: Party of the Democratlc states. Rather than reducing the danger, the 
active in the opposition with Cuauhtemoc f eee E They went from house to more than 300 disappeared. “In those days”, a of politics by other ımcans.” Chica) that brought the ERPI's existence to I EZLN: Zapatista National Liberation Revolution, social-democratic In trend. authorities are increasing it, simply pressing 
Cardenns's Parly of the Demiocr nie e searching through everything. People village elder recalls, “huınan riglıts didn't Thouglı relutions are not cordial, they hit light. In Acteal (10) and Aguas Blancas it was Army. Surfaced in Chlapas on 1 January 0 on a lever. As he left the UCIM office in 
Revotuian (PRD). Passionate abo iO ol 2 eaten up. Nol everyone, just the PRD exist.” But slowly, people have raised their become less tense, Without, glossing over # he same sad story. At dawn on 7 June this 1994, û PRI: Institutional Revolutionary Tlapa, Benito met a policeman. The man 
ancestry (he is of mixed race) aııd spor € en - Like everywhere else, the army spirits. A union of çjidos {6) was formed on differenues, the EPR refers to the EZLN wi Jear the army aitacked a school where several Party, In power, under different narnes, stopped him, put his hand on his arm, looked 
large T-shirt blazoned with the wold Hard ا‎ mI a oad blocks. In this divided the Costa Grande (7) south of La Montafa. respect. But il does not hide the fact thal iS dozen locals were gathered and, afier a “con- O FAC-MLN: Broad Construction Front since the 1910-17 revolution, him coldly in the eye and simply said: “I 
Rock Café and a huge Mickey Mouse, Beji EYe e parle {4) is a PRD “We had delegates in al! communities,” aim is to take power and it is prepared to cO ‘ronation" lasting six hours, killed 11 gueril- of the National Liberation Movement. 1 , know who you are. And 1 know what you're 
carries his UCIM le i see i election, electricity has Hilario Acosta recalls. “The BOvernment bine civilian and military means to do it. lis without any army losses, Survivors and Natlonal grouping of 300 organlsa- O Procup-PDLP: Clandestine Workers doing. 


glets everywhere and appeared. Before him, the PR comisaria bad invite io delegates Prisoners protested that there had been no tions, unions and partes, “friendly Revolutlonary Party Union of tha Translated by Malcolm Greenwood 


„ gave them food, The EPR had been in existence for nal 


dreams of San Franci 1 0 : cr . 8 i س‎ 

believe class DG funding for a bridge. There's still no bridge. money and women, and asked them to join the years. If it meets with Hıtle enthusiasm, Suerillas, no resistance and that the victims rival” of the FZLN., People-Party of the Poor. Clandestine 

knowing what class you belong e ad i Sommunily, the rifts run deep. National Peasants’ Confederation [CNC — an because of the dominant role within il (most of them inhabitants of the village) had organisation of Maoist ideology. Better (1) Mexico is made up of 31 sites and a federal district In 
your enemies are (ihe state, the bouroeoi jig ¢ “official” party also knows how to get official union]. The day the new board was clandestine Workers" Revolutionary PA} been killed in cold blood. O FZLN: Zapatista National Liberation known as Procup, this article, "state" means the alate of Cuerrero and not 
imperialism)." He respectfully uncovers his e a AL Spm dozens of peasants elected, they all vated for the CNC." Those Union of the People-Party of the Poo While some of the accusations were true, Front, Formed in 1996 to popularise Mexico Itself. 

head outside the imposing chun iS a in ng 4 ile for the caserio, their tools who would not be bribed started again, form- {Procup-PDLP). Bom in the 1960s, this ¥ irefulable evidence of the presence of gueril- and disseminate the EZLN's demands OQ UCIM: Unlon of Indigenous La ن‎ aie e i Sk 

nates Chalpatlahun, consfdering il a lacy f a 0 e 2 Berimen Programme ing a coalition of ejidos and starting to work secretive Maoist-oriented organisation las was provided by ambushes of an army col- within “civil soclety”.. Montafia Communities. U Eivakat dl Te a 

miracles. Benito represents the real Guerrero, Orest the eroded hill- on marketing coffee. “But the PRI infiltrated more than a bad reputation”, in the. umn in the Tierra Caliente region on 22 June, ` (sj See Guerre salle a Cnerrero, "Opuscules el pan 


1 sides, AlÎ, without exception, are members of i iti " زوو‎ : he dndof ici i 
Tototepce is not ۴ 0 ı8 Of it and the coalition split.” said Acosta. : i i he leaders ofl û patrol of judiciales on the Chilapa- Phiets", val. I and II, Syllepse, Parls, 1997. 
pe ot one of the many coınplele- the PRI, No one marked oul as an opposition Still, it was not the lime for Lhrowing in the. iie, ila, orf o Front (F road (La Montafia) on 4 July, “Yes, e party, but we're giving it back to the people. time, but one of their own men, Erasto {6) Farming communlty that grew out of he Mexican revo- 


ly cut off caserius (hamlets), bul it is still SUpporter can benefit from 
the scheme. towel. After the electi 1 ت و‎ ol i WETE at a i 1 i 1 st do.” Words which , Hurtado, was arrested and accused of the mur- lution, 
t “ ire." : ection of Carlos Sal instigation meeting with some ants in Al . You decide what we must do. : . : 1 
EA Re Ply PRI) 2 a i E 2 eal nls it o As president in 1988, ihe aT told lian 0 the last أ‎ essay The Caper (1 1) didn’t take the nec- could have come from the Zapalistas, even der. The aim was to pint the 0 as a vio- 2 ا‎ e E j onian, Centro, Tlerra 
hus been in power for as long as ORE a ES hE old day ked ` A guerrilla unit the losing candidate Cardenas — later, to years it has killed several compaferos Security measures and we were taken though there are still no Hinks with them (12), lent organisation,.and also to split il. 0 ا‎ 0 2 1 
: : ب‎ 4 by Lucio Cabafas, It'll found and lead the PRD - that t 1 i ist left by surprise." ‘This previously unk 0 lp But the ERPÎ admits that the EZLN has made Fifty-two members of the Brod (®) On 16 January 1994, Prosldént Carlos Salinas do 
0 Bei e E E happen again. There'lt end up being a war or “give their lives to defend the 0 eel E ie E E EE E fon , Claimed this was thelr, E hS major contributions to democracy with the Construction Front of the National Liberation eh pair ا‎ ER US 
elections. They are short of every thit U Lh him i yo, follow “the legal path" caused. much eliminating dissidents, Over the years, PO | Jiy per cenî of EPR commandos are slogan, Command and, Obey. In this sense, Movement (FACMLN), 4 grouping of 300  iqqurrectlon, On 18 January, in a lext that has become’ 
“There's water," says Primo Al a Jung man wilh him is, unusually, much  frustration.. Though they have remained İoyal has hel 0 the Party of the Poor lo reorgai™ În Guerrero. The ERP was born on there has been a rapprochement unilateral (rade unions, parties and organisations formed famous, Sutcommandante Marcot refused, replying: "What: 
0 EE N e 2 more direct. Gazing at the mountain peaks all to the PRD, whose anti-establishment influ-’ and re ai ° a in Guerrero; It contd S January this year of a split between fighting until now. ا‎ in Acapulco and particularly active in have we to be pardoned for?" See Subconmandante 
we had a pump e E ak ا‎ round, he says, “It's a good thing ‘they’ are ence is growing conşiderabİy in Guerrero, the: 14 revo utl 0 yo nisations (@) which en in Guerrero and the leadership of lhe .. Of the 580 PRD activists assassinated over Guerrero, are in prison on.a wide variety of Marcos, Ya basta!, Dagormo, Parl, 1994, . 1 
ا ا‎ 0 E ا‎ 0 e 0 1 0 hel 2 have a mbi: ns have leamed their lesson; to rely. first moved as a though they oi (PP. Democratic Revolutionary Party the past, few years, 207 (35%) were in ge: As a واا اوا‎ e Rrcliaeg Armd A ARR Ce 
2 5 1d help us.” He won't tell us his and foremost on lhemsely: . ind 1 alişta U a clandestine political arm, in the Guerrero. Accused of. being an EPR leader, sure, the FAC-] as re! expressly to hre و‎ 
could ınake lime, the stone's the right kind, name. People have died for less J sIYes. "ı, <. | 10 agt independently, The .Zapatişta | i stale, Commi politi rm, : 2 : 5 Villa, Comando Morelos, Comandos Armadcs Mexicanos, 
. " ahh: E anuary 1994 saw the birth of th 2 RÎ jt insni ‘elerpted İS . dINmûndantes Antonio and Santlago which he strongly denies, former PRD deputy condemn the armed struggle. The state's mili , پس‎ 
bl 0 o ا‎ a ERT Like Chiapas and Oaxaca, ils neighbours in Sur Peasants’ Organisation (OCS) hE o: E E 194 his disparale golf Fy Plained:. "In August many communis : Bernardo Ranferi was forced to. seek political tarisatlion İş increasing apace rand, as İn rh rte TE Brlgnde, n, 
Itants, the minority in this vil- misfortune, Guerrero is one of Mexico's poor- powerful of the many movements : 1 چا‎ demanding a response to aggression. asylum in Frqnce. Since. 1996, a.“black list” Chiapas, the,paramllitariés leave a trail of :Ajustlciamemo Brigade;. Richrdo-Flores-Magon Workers" 


that.have; formed into a single front, the BPR. O 


lage held by the PRI, are fighting with the est states, In the 1960s, which began with the now turned Guerrero into a seething cauldron. Coy, Qrganlsatlon, Communlst Cella, Armed’ 


May 1996 it set up.a single poli opera ilet lo respond, aetead ortanlsiig. , hat-been cireulaing of I06 names grawn up blqod ia el wake... 


authorities 1o get fertiliser, On 1 June the only Chilpancingo massacre (30 December 1960), After several months: j 1 ا‎ oF joins that failéd to meetthe expectaflons by the paramilitary Confidentlal 08 grou A dusty village on a hilltop in the heart of . Qrganlsatiqn.of the People, ae...  , 

rosponse was a visit from the judiciales (the the demands of the copra (coconut kernels) which brings pete E 0 u 1990 the ‘EPR went ontê Of the People but were ا‎ 0 Hiking e “future rgels" lo the armed i . La Montafa. Sitting round.a' table with a beer, .{1Q).A massacre of 45 nuiyes, allegedly, Zppatizias, 41 . 
judicial! police) and the army. Doors were anıd coffee growers, leachers and students nous people without distinction e uted offenai e en of the country’s gales fF omic events within the country..We would gle. OCSS leader Norma Mesino.claims that Indian ralfitanta of the PRD, teachers, are con- e and children, tht pk place n Chiapas jn’ 
kicked in, houses ransacked, cooking utensils were met with violent repressjon. In 1963.4 several days after the. uprişing of a mysterious, artloular is -«flefdomi of Guerrero e Tesponses tq repression ,but we.nevor . 34 of her ‘organiation’s activists have been  fémplating the for coming elections, In all 0 0 i RE compaiions ör comrade). 
smashed, grain scattered to the winds, A schoolmaster, Genaro Vasquez, toqk up arms army in neighbouring Chiapas. Governor: Daa (i iê alsp ptesent in Vera 2 801 EPR authorisaflon io go ghend." ..,. killed:on the Costa Grandesincè 1995; Dast :.prabability, the PRD’ will take thé past of gov- (12) Theré are neveriheleiliirmiirect is Tie PR ol 
young woman was raped in front of her at the head of the National Civic Revo- Figueroa set qut lo destroy the OCSS, which) Chiapas) Arthê eid SF Octo heee jj gue operations WiH be dexermined by the July one, of tbeir, leaders, Eusebia, Vfsquez, : .emor in Guerrero next. February pnd the presi beer joined by BZLN dissidents who -dlsafrced wlth lhe: 
husband. “Thêy accused me of being an EPR futionary Association (ACNR). Following the stubbornly refused to be corrupted. They were: cahpai gn of violêncé, repo lj kii i 3 thors; CSROnd lo acts of violence by the was assassinated. Tepetixtlk policê chitf José- ° dehcy of the republic in 2000 with the @HBİ- - line taken-by Sabcemmandante Marcos,.in particular tbe 


Neer, Cuayhtemoc-Cardeias. The talk is boll pençe talks regumed In 1995, , 


1€.:"This army; used to belong to a Vargas had ben threntehing him for a long. 


leader,” sighs Primo Alvarez, As woll as Inassacre of copra producers on 20 August all accused of maintaining links .„with,the} members of the security forces. SP°' 9 
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WRITERS STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE 


Russia’s intellectuals all at sea 


Nikita Milkhalkov, building on a prolific output 
plus his reputation and opportunism, has been 
campaigning in the world of cinema. Milkhal- 
kov is krown for his authoritarian Jeanings, so 
it is no surprise to find him proposing some- 
thing akin to the old Union of Film-Makers, 
with substantial state bocking to prevent 
Russian film-making disappearing entirely. 

There is now some quict resistance to this 
sad state of affairs. Whal is left of the weckly 
and monthly literary press — a traditional 
bedrock of 20l century Russian culture — is 
irying lo move into the world of publishing. 
like the Literturnaya Garcia. There ure ulsn 
proper publishing ventures, such as Vagrius, 
which are trying lo publish pood-qualily work 
even though Iheir prit mins are tiny and thuir 
distrihution nelworks virlually non-cxistert, 

ln 1he words of Georges Nival {2), une fit 
uf Ihe “Russian myth" is collapsing. Ax ù 
result of Fatigue, disenchantment and an 
ınahilily to adapt, intellects are no langur 
funvtioming as the coumiy's conscience. But 
here are pilive developments lou. Tu slit 
wilh, Ihe liberalisition of Ihe press, aml w ith il 
u new breed vf jurists. Burl in the Lruli- 
onal puss tiz kı 


Neradviaimdyu Ciara dM KrumntcrsadHtt, dh 
number ul remarkable juurnulisls have heen 
emerging. Despite beuıy carved up hy Ihrew ul 
Tour luge batking cCutsurlia, he Russian 
Pluss is exceptinnal For ils [uulity,. us perti- 
nence (and impertinencvs, Us relive ındupen- 
dence and its brilliance of es presviun. 

lı has courage and the iir of intellectuil 
commilment. Witness its investigation of a 
series of spectncular assassinations, iat pitrticu- 
lar thut ûf Vladislav Listyev. A columnist such 
as Vilali Tretyakov has the dimensiun, the ful- 
lowing and the prufessinnidism of the best of 
loday's writers, For a Jong tiıne the Russian 
press has becn recounting the financial mael- 
strom which the rest of us only read nbout 
later. Too bad it is rarely read abroad. 

Then there is (he Russian political class, 
which is usually written off as uncouth and 
corrupt. Even if this is often so, it has many 
intellectuals of note. There is Anatoli Sobchak, 
dean of the Leningrad University law faculty 
— a high-Flyer unfortunately on the run for 
embezzlemenı. There are economists and polit- 
ical thinkers of courage and talent. There is 
also Grigori Yavlinsky, a key figure in the par- 
liamentary centre left; and the new prime minı- 
ister, Yevgeny Primakov, a polyglot orientalist, 
shrewd diplomat and professor of political sci 
ence. What Russia's political establishment 
suffers from is a weariness of government 
involvement with big business. . 

. Until President Clinton appeared to change 
his mind, lhere was the much-touted myth that 
only Yeltsin stood in the way of chaos 
rather than being its chief cause. Since then, 
some alternatives have appeared. Part of the 
intelligentsia is capable of picking up the 
baton, in terms of running. the sinte, and has 
the merit of being frce of a dogmatic liberal- 
ism that has become more anachronistic (han 
all the diamats (3) pul together, 

The entry of intellectuals into the world of 
politics through channels other than the camps 
or the underground press is a major event 
which the present whirlwind of events should 
not obscure. It has sent the profiteers of the 
Yeltsin era packing. Perhaps .it will prove 
capable of. drawing on its resources to deal 
witlı the crişes of the conleinporary world. But 
people must stop (reating it with a clumsy 
cynicism that risks provoking a frighteniug 
backlash of xenophobia. 0 Wk 

5 Translated by Ed Emery 


(I) Andrei Sinyavsky ond hiş rend, the poct.angd tryuslnior 
Yuli Daniel, were rgspecfiyely sentçnced tq seven and fiva 
yara in the camps in 1966 for Having fHegally publisher 
worka broad which “vilified tho rege and irdormined 
‘the power bf ths lei state", This' verdict mbbilited inıel- 


began, for tae fet tlne) to fluence Haplf fora iho repre. 
şon ûf dlssklents in ihe 1 fom he: 

(Coauthor of tha ‘Histoire de la lirrêrature’ Ruste, 
S volk.; Fiyald, Parle 1987, e 


Leo Tolstoy, Vladimir Mayakovsky, Maxim Gorky, liya Ehrenburg, 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, Andrei Sakharov ... Throughout Russia's 
history, from the last days of the Tsars to the end of communism, via 
the October Revolution and Stalinism, intellectuals have raised their 
voices and influenced the course of events. This makes their silence 
since the fall of the Soviet Union all the more deafening. Their reti- 
cence is explained in part by the drop in living standards but also by a 


` (3) Short for “dialeclent malertallsmm™: 


historic distrust of politicians. Bult there are signs of a reawakening. 


BY CLAUDE FRIOUX 


lt has led lo ù rude awakening. Russia's 
brand imuge is disintegrating as a result of 
government rhuos and the sory alaie of uul- 
ture, Foreign publishers are losing ierest in 
Russiiun wrilers, and, in Russit ilsclf, lhe 
senti-slate system uf publishing is being 
cheerfully blown le bils and ils component 
parts snappud up by u myriad uf farmer 
employees. who ire naw cualeriny 1o i mitrhel 
sık on Lhrilleıs aml puınupriphy. 
Serin publishing sill xis, But ıt is ù 
fracliun ul wht iî war in Suviet days. The 
print runs uf lop publishers have drupped 
from millions to just û few Mousiand, Fulnuus 
bovkshops have heen Lurnecl intu clothes 
shops and ust all Ihe cinemas are nuw 
cins. The inlelliyentsia, who had lived well 
under snriilisın, even il il was ù bit of a gilded 
vagğe, nre now finding that the gil has gone. 

Russiun artists and intellectuals, who wert 
once able to view Europe from the cormforl uf 
their dollar Accounts, now have lo beg fur 
invitations, contracts, airline tickets. The iron 
curtain has been replaced by one of silver — 
made worse by the collapse of the ccunamy. lU 
is more demoralising than lhe poverty of the 
Soviet era because people are no longer 
spared the sudden wave of redundancies. 

Russia's intellectuals are now absorbed by 
questions of material survival, confused about 
how to deal with the mafia face of power. The 
excesses of both the Soviet system ond its 
successor, market-economy liberalism, have 
made them avoid anything that smacks of pol- 
ilies. Somewhere in their hearts they still har- 
bour a contempt for politicians — a cultural 
hangover from the Soviet era, Russia may 
face a whole range of desperate problems, but 
the intellecluals have nothing to say. The 
luckier ones spend their time bctween two 
homes — one in Russia and one abroad — 
while the rest şit waiting for some charitable 
soul to make them an offer. 


Making ends meet 


NTELLECTUALS are no longer the small 
islands of lucid dignity they once were, but 
rather an amorphous mass marked by a cyni- 
cal lack of concern and a total absorption in 
the business of making ends meet. There i5 
not the grandeur of Tolstoy's reply to Yasnaya 
Polyana. The last major political voice to be 
heard was that of Sinyavsky (1), who 
described Yeltsin as the worst of all choices. 
In the dachas to which (hey repair while they 
rent their city apartments to foreigners, the talk 
is all flower beads, pets and parapsychology. 
No one stops to ask how it was they mannged 
lo.misjudge Yeltsin or wonder what kind of 
umpteenth Russian miracle is going to pre- 
serve their fancy shops — witlıout o stale, an 
economy or a currency worthy of their names. 
Tle intelligentsia have been drowning their 
consciences in works of total blackness 
iuspired by lhe realities of present-day Russia 
— as İn the recent films of Kira Muratova. 
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HE SAYING goes that in Russiu u 
poet is always mare than a poet. 
Tolstoy was one of the few vuives 
able tu speak out when times got 
rough. The greatest challenges to the kleolopi- 
cul conformily of the Soviel perivd came Irotn 
poets and novelists such as Baris Puslernitk 
and Alexander Solzhenitsyn. Russi look the 
path of perestnika with ıhe help of a grvup of 
writers and crilics bused around lhe juuriaul 
Nery Mir. Such writers ù. Vladimir Dudintse'v, 
Boris Mozlutey, Vassily Grosmitn ind Andrei 
Sinyuvsky helped convey the dranits olf Slalin- 
ism to the ollside world irmugh an epic ptn- 
duction of more ur less clandestine wrilinls. 

Mikhuil Gorbachev tried to hiruess this 
critical poltenliul by appointing key lilerury 
figures to run the major journnls and bringing 
ihem en masse into the first Dumu. Gurbuvhey 
calculated (lal having this élite on his side 
woııld help him crente û slate based on human 
rights. But he reckoned without Ue rising lide 
of nationalism. 

Boris Yeltsin's rising star ultraclied a nun- 
ber of intelleclunls irritated by Gorbachev's 
dithering. A blust of Greater Russia nalional- 
ism saw mistrust of the other nations of the 
former Soviet Union, the return of the person- 
alily cult, hysterical anti-conımunism among 
parts of the intelligentsia and a radical conver- 
sion to ultra-liberalism with its promise of 
prasperity just around the corner. 

The aura that Yeltsin created around him at 
the time of the 1991 putsch — the after- 
effects of which are still being fell today — 
muffled the shock of the killings at the “White 
House” in 1993 and the sweeping presidential 
power that was its outcome. Leading dissi- 
dents such as Andrei Sinyavsky and Vladimir 
Maximov called on Tsar Boris to see lhe error 
of his ways and repent, But equally well- 
known figures — Bela Akhmadulina, Dmitri 
Likhachev and Bulat Okuzhaya among them 
— were calling for drastic steps to be taken 
against the communists in a rhetoric worthy of 
the worst excesses of the late 1930s. 

In short, Russia's intellectuals, particularly 
its writers, were behaving disconcertingly. AS 
the country sank into poverty, its intellectuals 
looked for ways to make up for their old privi- 
leges. They appeared {o have a blind faith in 
the free market economy and its potential ben- 
efits for. the world of culture, Now that Russia 
was coming back into fashion, they could 
enjoy foreign trips, sign juicy contracts, tcavel 
like stars, open bank accounts in Paris and 
Munich, and feel themselves on arı equal foot- 
ing with Europe's élites. 

‘The artistic and literary world began io ape 
the manners of Europe and America, Glitzy 
launches of new .books.— black-tie affairs 
with cocktails, champagne and evening dress 
— (urned the heads of Russia's literary cir- 


JÊ Rd 
Ria nd edit: 


f: 
Editlons Sociales, 


Continued from page 10 


pariy even considered changing its name but 
— wilh opinion polls showing widespread 
nostalgia for the Brezhnev era — the change 
would have cost it too many votes. The CPRF 
is to the left of Mr Yeltsin, but it is not a left- 
wing party. It is essentially a nationalist-statist 
organisation that seeks to rehabilitate many 


bitterly criticised aspects of the Soviet past 


but does not advocate a return to a fully 


stale-run society or even a one-party system, 


It talks vaguely of “restoring” the Soviet 
Union, but that is clearly not its first priority. 

There is no lack of great ideas bandied 
about in Russia, but a unifying national con- 
cepl cannot be dreamed up by specialists in 
propaganda or public relations. National 
identity, patriotism, national characteristics 
and culture are organic products of historical 
development, emerging from the interplay of 
conflicting trends inside and outside (he coun- 
ry. The new nuional antheın was selecled by 
acommittee sel up by the president, following, 
u national cuupetition. The fact that the win- 
ning enlry has no words is spectacular proof 
thal the emperor has no cluthes and that lis 
thieves’ kitchen of a regime is incapable of 
rallying and leading the country. 

It would be fnolhardy to ultempt lo predict 
lnw a new upsurge might originate. But it 
should not be ruled out, A credible imuprove- 
ment in lhe performance of the central gov- 
emment, a promising provincial experiment 
Mal could serve iıs a model, a iffening uf the 
sinews by reliable. honest poliliciuns thal 
would encouruge penple lo get invulved in the 
pulilicul process, might be enough to slurl the 
ball rolling. 

Dunng perestroika the enthusiast und will- 
ıngness to learn, which the initial electoral 
vxperments of the period aroused in lurge 
“evlrs of society, dispose of the notion that 
the Russian people is inherently incapable of 
making dentocracy work. Bul these positive 
developments were buried under Ihe rubble of 
the forced transition to the "market", For the 
time being, there is widespread apathy and lit- 
Ile cause (or optimism. The fact that politics 
has no attraction for young people is in itself 
an alarming symptom. Hostility to democracy, 
which put paid to the emerging political 
dclivism, is primarily a reaction to a crisis 

ought about by policies thal claim to epito- 
mise il. But widespread participation in poli- 
CS iS absolutely necessary if Russia is finally 
10 lay its old demons to rest. 

That they have reared their heads is elo- 
quent proof of the burden of history. The main 
problem is the disparity between the tasks to 
be done and the means deployed to accom- 
plishı them. 

When the state gets out of control, it fails to 
Perfom its vital role as a regulator. Instead, it 
becomes a burden or a parasite. Once the 
rend lo an overblown bureaucracy sets in, all 
SOS of barriers to development arise, and 

pment becomes a real prospect. 

To An historian, it appears as if we are 
Watching the latest remake of an old Russian 
‘lassie. The forms are new each time; of 
Course. But the country is still struggling 

lhe same burden. 
2gain an energetic Russian state intent 
1 modemising the country has lured inla a 
er cxcrescence, The overblown, dilapir 
coll Centre has finally admitted defeat and 
ılApsed under its own weight, like the 
i regime of old. Despite many predic- 
i canlrary, it was not the periphery 
3 lnished off the centre, but the collapse of 
ek that signalled to the nomenklalura 
.Mational republics that they could now 
Proclaim their independence. 1 
0 s0 much effort and.colossal expendi- 
n ا‎ seems once again to have missed 
are Aڱs‎ the collapse continues, all eyes 

On the new govemment. Will it be able to 

lhetrend? . . , 


support. Wages are to longer paid. Nor a 
taxes. Ordiniıry people are increasingly 
dent on barter and tlıe fond they can grow. 
Such is the result of the “reforms” thal hu 
stripped Russia of its state and its economy 
The sociul consequences are terrible, A lı 
part of the population now lives below dy 
poverty line. Old-age pensioners are dying oi 
starvation. Life expectancy, especially fy 
men, is falling dangerously. The educate 
middle clısses are struggling to survive. 
The crisis is systemic. It embraces eve.f 
thing, from the government antd its policy u 
the moral and cultural substance of soci 
No adequate remedy can be found or begin 
be applied until Russia possesses a gover 
ment nble to net. But that is just a neces. 
precondition. Much more is needed, No vı 
nomy can develop or function without a viatk 
state, meaning not only the state oppûarans š: 
such, but the whole political system. 1 
A political system capable of practising: 
denmıocracy needs a whole range of social, cu 
tural and political institMions, of wlıich as 
effective opposition, comprising powerful 
trade unions, political parties, churches, ele,’ 
an essential element. Only such instilutioe j 
cun pruvide the binding force of legitimacy. , 
Another vital ingredient, closely connect 
with legitimucy, is political culture — Ih: 
ability ol ordinary citizens lo understand be 4 
functioning ind problems of lhe adminis # 
Lun, to chose und support political leader 
dand monitor their behaviour. This ussume: 
that citizens have a degree of confidence ih 
the syslem; thit voters and their vlected refe 
seMlalives bisivilly ıgıee on ù code of cth 
und Lit governors und govemed shart 1 stl: 
principles tind ideals, Such are the neces: 
components of any political system, Ther 
lack gives some Measure of the risi Hm 
which Russia is suffering. 


Honest guvernnıent 


FTER prolrtwled negotiitions, agreenxt' 
wus reached hetween the Duma aul 
President Yeltsin to appoint the former mini" 
ter of foreign affairs, Yevgeny Primakor. 
prime mipister. Mr Prirnnkov is n member ols 
category of apparatchiks known as gs 
darstvenniki,. Many of hese professional ا‎ 
servants occupied senior positions in tk ۳ 
Soviet era but had qa real control over ti 
events. They were known for their efliciem: 
and are free fron1 any suspicion of corrupt 
"The formation in Moscow of a govere! 
thal İs — we hve reason lo hope ~~ hone 
ancl at least ıninimally efficienl is 3 crucidl 
step forward. But the state apparatus 15 ا‎ 
one part of a muelt larger political syste ' 
no Russiun BN can summon 
being with a snap of the fingers. E 
The health oF the i state is of maj | 
concern, but another great hist : 
must also be bore in mind. Whenever #™ : 
power vacillates in Russia, when il he oll 
be restored in one form or other, E, i 
demons reappenr, hovering over ıhe pote; 
arena like vultures, Statist unda? |: 
elamoaur for a retum to 8 state-controlle® 


ety, an authoritarian system wilh 4 builrrla 
tendency to dictatorship that leads ا2‎ hej 
to debilitating bureaucratisatlon. It is, J, 
claim, the only model of society e er 
people have ever been willing tO jety i . 
able to understand. An apathetic اک‎ || 
fertile breeding ground for those w ore ork أ‎ 
` programme is a “strong hand” to iat wo 

in Mother Russla. The sort of order (o nl 
spell the final collapse of the tountO . 
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encouraged small stale-owned factories and 
export-oriented enterprises of all sizes to seek 
private partners. That would hive created sys- 
tems for procuring capital goods to replace the 
rigid state distribution bodies. 

Large stale enterprises would have hid no 
choice but to engage with the market and look 
for partners, both at home and abroad. Those 
with an essential role to play and strong 
enough to carry on could have remained in the 
state's hands. These measures would also 
have helped political organisations and new 
institutions to emerge and proınoted a strong, 
properly adapted legal fraınework. 

Instead of which, a war to the finish was 
declared against the state-owned economy, In 
record time, under cover of u counter-ide0- 
logy ignorant of the realities of the previous 
system, the country’s riches were sold off al 
knock-down prices in pursuit of a miracle 
cure known as the “free market", But the so- 
called reformers forgot or underestimated one 
simple fact: Western techniques of market 
regulation cannot work until a functioning 
market economy exists. 

Withoul a legal framework and independent 
judicial apparatus. gangrene spread quickly 
throughout a state economy in the throes of ù 
privalisation process donıinated by organised 
crime. Supported by Western advisers and 
extolled by the West's most influential gov- 
ermınents and economic instilutions, “privali- 
sation" amounted to highway robbery of epic 
proporlions. Specialists nre xtill struggling tn 
cume to terms with the figures involved. 

I is symptomatic lhat as the economy 
declined, capital flows in and out of Moscow 
were vastly greater than those of other finan- 
cial Centres. An operation of such proporlions 
would have been impossible without collusion 
between large-scale currency smugglers al 
key sectors of the state apparatus, based on 
“gentleınen's agreements" thal were highly 
lucrative for both sides. This is proved beyond 
doubt by the fact that the institutions responsi- 
ble for this unprecedented plunder were infil- 
Irated by a mafia-like criminal network mak» 
ing systematic use of blackmail! and hitmen. 

The so-called economic boom largely con- 
sisted in the proliferation of banks whose 
maln purpose was to transfer enormous sums 
of money abroad. Naive or biased observers 
took these develupmerıts As û sign of good 
health, even though the country's economy 
and industrial base were growing weaker by 
the day and the standard of tiving was falling 
sharply. The simultaneous existence of pros- 
perous banks and an economy drifting out of 
contro! was a sure sign of impending bank- 
ruptcy, but well-meaning Western advisers 
continued to press the government of the 
“reformers” to engage in yet more reforms. 

The incredible short-sightedness of this 
approach is dumbfounding. It was readily 
interpreted by iarge nuntbers of Russians As 
proof that the aim of Weslern policy was to 
tum Russia into a dumping ground. Sadly, that 
is exactly how things are (umning out. 

In the absence of properly structured parties 
and influential leaders with altemative pro- 
grammes, the Yeltsin regime has established 
itself as the new centre of the state and pur- 
sues its chosen course unimpeded by political 
or judicial bodies that carry real weight. The 
privatisation of state assels rapidly gave rise 
to vast fortunes whose owners now wield Cori- 
siderable power. This in tum led to virtual pri- 
vatisation of the government itself. 

Although the institutions in place more or 
less resemble the government of a state, they 

‘are in fact presiding ovêr a growing political 
and economic vacuum. Russia is losing: ils 
substance. A natiön İn which the state has his- 
‘torically played a powerful, sometimes 


` all-powerful, role now finds itself practically 


without any state structure at all. Lawsno 
longer exist or are openly flouted. The judicial 


"system is impotont. The military forces resém- 


ble a beggars" army. The police act like gang- 


‘sters; Some regions have Virtually seceded. ' 
` The governors of the larger regions are bribed 


by the president and negollate speclal E 
: 


E: 


` leges for themselves in exchange for po’ 


i ndeecorer ofa counter-ideolagy ianorant of the. 


slute system retained many features of Lhe 
Stalinist model. So when the formative Soviet 
State gort stuck, it was crossing A hisloricnl 
bridge from a world with deep rural roots to an 
urban industrial, if not post-industrial, society, 

This period lasted from 1935 to about 1970. 
The main transformation took place quickly. 
Whole comntunities, amounting to millions of 
people, migrated from villages or small towns 
to large cities. The bureaucratic apparatus and 
society as A whole found thenıselves trapped 
together on the same stepping stone of listory. 
Just when social change and the the techno- 
logical and scientific revolution required the 
state tO adapt to the country’s internal com- 
plexity and to the new international environ- 
ment, the huge bureaucratic apparatus got 
hooked on power and ils large benefits. It 
exhibited all the symptoms of entrenchment, 
unable to abandon the comfort of a ship that 
was dlready sinking under its awr weight. 

When the Brezhnev clique scupperedl 
Kosygin's promising reforms in the second 
half of the 1960s, government came to a 
slandstill. A strange logic seemed to be at 
work, The greater the complexity and mobility 
of Soviet society, and the faster the pace of 
change, the more the Soviet regime became 
slultifled and incapable of movement. 

Although power was supposedly in the 
hands of a political party, the system itself 
was becoming depoliticised. In particular, it 
had become incapable of promoting competent 
leaders or developing strategies for change, 
Behind the imposing façade and endless 
speeches, the Soviet regime had seized up, It 
fell with surprising ease. 

The awaited emancipation did not follow 
the sudden disintegration of the party and 
one-party state. Instead, a long decline set in 
where the state ceased to play any effective 
role, Just as at the other critical moments of 
its history, the very foundations of national 
existence seem to have collapsed, Once again, 
the most urgent task on ‘Rissin’s agènda is to 


` revive or recreate the state ilself,  ' ° 


‘After the collapse of the Soviet system, the 
first step towards recovery should have been 


‘to lay down the basîs'for f new model, Only 


then should the pacê of transition have been 


"stépped up. Solld ‘support for thie private, coO- 


operative 4 mixed sectofs would have 


Ing forces, one pulling forward. and the othér 


Collapse of the 
Russian state 
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the process of adjusting to tlie modem world. 
Oilers were stagnatirg or on the verge of col- 
lapse. The siructure as a whole was a patch- 
work of emerging or declining players moving 
in different or opposite directions. 

At the outbreak of war with Japa in 1904, 
the Tsarist sîate wns already suffering from all 
tlıe ills that would eventually cripple it in the 
run-up to and during the course of tlie first 
world war, Incapable of conducting large- 
scale hostilities, it appointed incompetent 
generals and civil administrators. The inner 
circle of (he Tsarist court, riddled with 
intrigıle and inherently incapable of picking 
effective leaders, was the main culprit, Just as 
debilitating was the monarchy's inability, or 
refusal, to involve members of the new educat- 
cd socinl classes or emerging political parties. 

The history of the Durna, froin ils creation 

to its “enmtasculation”, shows thal {he Tsarist 
stnte was unwilling to discard the monarchist 
ideology of the [7th century. Il refused to 
nopi even the most urgent reforms, And the 
scope of the reforms actually required was 
well beyond the powers of a sovereign (and a 
court) who insisted on governing the empire 
As if it were a vast patrimonial estalc. 

The monarchy collapsed without a whim- 
per, and there was nothing to take its place. 
The pattern wus to be repeated. In early 1917 
all the political forces in mm tried Iheir lund 
al lhe lask the monarchy had proved incapable 
of performing. The nıachinery of state stood 
for u while, but soon fell into ruin, 

The course of events was similar to the 
“troubles” nf the 71h century, when the 
breakdown of the state apparatus, coupled 
with social upheaval, was followed by internal 
conflicı and frngmentalion, the emergence of 
national separatist movements, ancl finally a 
terrible civil war. Who was to rebuild the 
silale? And how? The issues were the same 
then as in 1917. The forces arraigned were 
different — but the task was the same. 

From then on, the picture becomes more 
complicated. Although the civil war, the New 
Econoniic Policy (NEP) (1) and the Stalinist 
period cannot be seen as lhree distinct types 
of slate, they nevertheless marked three sepa- 
rate stages in state construction. One of them, 
the NEF, will go down in history as a period 
of détente. The other lwo, dominated by ideo- 
logical nıobilisation, will always be scen ns 
tragic and coercive. 

The post-Stalinist period saw the elimina- 
tion of arbilrary mass terror as an instrument 
of state control. Fear ceased to be a facior in 
most people's lives, This can appropriately be 
described as “dentobilisation”: not ouly was it 
like returning from war to civilian life, but the 
functioning of the regime itself also urıder- 
weni considerable demilitarisation, 

The weakening of dictatorship and terror 
also reflected numerous social and cultural 
changes that were specific to educated urban 
societies. Thus the towns began to overtake 
the countryside in the lale 1960s, and the 
country as a whole made great progress. But 
despite his renewel vigour — and the spec- 
tacular demonstradions of progress of which 
the regime was so fond — worrying trends 
were apparent that seemed to be deeply 
entrenched. From the early 1970s onward, 
bottlenecks were forming in all parts of the 
system. They marked the start of a new slow- 
down, known in Russian as zasfoy or SlagnA- 
1ton {2), which led to a further period of 
decline. As (he 1970s progressed, the reglmie 
no longer had the energy or will lo assess the 
situation, even lesa rentedy I. . 

The problem was this: a political system 
created at A specific stage in history, and 
apparenily in the process of moving smoothly 
tothe next-stage, suddenly found ilself stuck 
mid-siream, It was caught between 1wo OPPOS« 


back. All'progreis was blocked by a huge . 
aucralic; Spparatus that had grown up in 
he Frocass of. indusiriglisatign, but in ihe heart 
of a sogjety that want largolj zuri... 


' And alijgugh the post-Stalinis regime 
E Fikalsiilohy Rosle ili 
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tho igrerian period; And its 
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ETHNIC PROBLEMS PROMPT EXTREME SOLUTIONS A QUIET COUP IN BURMA 
Divide and rule in Burma Rebranding a regime 


To give it a more acceptable face, Burma's military government has The Burmese j 
۴ . : junta abandoned Slore under pressure from their fellow 
renamed its governing body: the Stale Law and Order Council (Slore) members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean). This 


has become the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC). But the influential group had warned Burma's ruling élite that the country's 


regime remains as dictatorial as ever, refusing to make any concessions appalling level of corruptio bstacle t ion invest 
to the National League for Democracy, and ifs leader, Aung San Suu ppalling level of corruption was an obstacle to foreign investment. 
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file, hey opened their territory up to the 

junta's army, and their armed group, the 

Myanmar Democratic Alliance Army, surren- 

‘Î dered its weapons. They have become part of 

Burma again and they, too, claim they are no 
involved with drugs. 

But other ex-BCP members, the Wa in the 
United Wa State Army (UWSA), accuse theın 
of surrendering to the government in 
#:| exchange for the freedom Lo continue traffick- 

ing — and whats more, in collaboration with 
Lo Hsing Han. They also appear on the list of 


retired Tin Oo (not to be confused with tle 
SPDC second secretary of the snme name). 
After the North Korean attack in 1983 Ne Win 
blamed Tin, who wns Khin Nyun's predeces- 
sor and Formcr superior as intelligence service 
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elections next Murch and il needs ta engineer 
internal divisiuıs in the NLD antl reınove its 


He alsu urdered the {wo rival generals, 
Khin Nyunt and Maung Aye, lo confine them- 


a few changes in the ruling tearm, wus the rati- 
fication of a quiet coup within the govemment. 


are nol prepured to enntpromise on {erritory. 
But Iheir Achilles heel is the military enclave 


TATE OF Ê O). 


lhe round-ups, harassing the patrols and con- 


HERE are empty and abandoned 


PROVINCE chief, for his department's failures, and he 
0 5 ا‎ . 8 9 8 : ` Î drug barons in the US Slate Department was removed Irom office (4). 

Kyi, The ethnic minorities are still faced with the choice of represston " __OFYUNNA |i | report. Kokang still supplies heroin and N 15 Decenıber, 1997, Burma's {ending figures in the Slore, Generals Khin Apurl ftom the changes in the hierurchy, the 
or surrender. 1f they opt for surrender, some of their warlords are given era 1! ines on a massive scale, and it was military junta changed its nme. Nyunt, Maung Aye, Than Shwe and Tin Oo. SPDC is still pursuing lhe same policies is 
1 1 3 vit UO USE eglon Noll, ° 1 ıhere that synthetic drugs such as Ecstasy The Stale Law and Order Although not officinlly a member of lhe gov- Slare, refusing dialogue with Ihe opposition 

@ jree lan 0 r {r ۷ 7 . : 1 4 ۴ ا ا 5 . . ا‎ e r 
Jfree hand to carry on their lucrative drug trafficking activities SAGAIN ie fd : were first produced in Burma. Restoration Council (Slore) which enmıment, Ne Win wus still highly influcnlial in andl continuing lo keep Aung San Suu Kyi in 
+ ر‎ Kunlong® a : The UWSA leader Pao Yu Chang, alias Ta | hal run the couılry since 1988 wus replaced shaping its policies, He ordered the renoval virtual isolMion with the aim of destroying her 
2 2 P2 4 i | Pang, wilh his 15,000-strong army, has reject- | by the State Peuce and Developnienl Council of the generals in the government who hul party, the National Lengure for Democracy 
BY ANDRE AND LOU!IS BOUCAUD 0 2 f و‎ Laşhio j ت‎ | ed the SPDC's offers. At the moment, the Wa | (SPDC). The chiumge uf name, accompanied by amussed fortunes worth millions of dollars. (NLDY. The dictalorsliip is planning to hold 

1! 


VLlaaek. some imad Tooted: Kid iki d di ring. The b SHAN ` 2 they contrul along the Thai borcler under Unlike the 1988 changes which were selves to their own fitlds of respusibility: in symbolic leader from the picture — guutly, if 
4 BER, ٣ velimes footed an voys, striking and disappearing. The bus nha) E another drug buron, Wei Shao Kang, who is | brought about by sireel Jemenstratious (1), Khin Nyun's cuse, keeping lhe counlry under possible, to avuid a storm of inlernuMionul 
urned, with the bodies of women between Taung-2yi, Kengtung and Tachileck Man qe aa wanteu In llc UG. The SPN ic urging Wei | this palace revolıtion was indirectly prompted contrul with his intelligence services, aıkl in protest. The best way lo acliieve this would be 
- and children lying around. The now has to travel in convoy with a military س کے ا‎ ay Yunching Shao Kang to surrender lis territory and | Dy Uulside proce Althoueh il was aclicved Maung Aye's case, using tlic army to ensure for her to he sidelined hy her own parly. 
army has killed hundreds, shooting on sight escort, and the journey tiıne has increased : Mong ab) accept the sanie status as Khun Sa, hut for | without bloodshed, it led to (he arrest uf sui. aotabiliry Than Shwe’s only role was lo main- The govemnıenl’'s efforis to undermine the 
anyone who strays off the track, refuses t0 from five to eight days. 8: ۰ . Kengtung ر‎ € financial and strategic reasons the Wa leaders | of the leading figures behind the crenlion of Iain u balance belwcenthe Wo fuviluın. Du eppreilian aul {he hrutal cumipalgn of execUu- 
۴ obey or Joes not leave their village quickly Although ethnic feeling runs high, suppor { ' %.  M. °’ ہے‎ Sy ۸ in Panghsang are refusing. the Slorc. There were various reasons for Ihe in Butrmese opposition circles this was scen as tions and imprisonments are beginning to 
ر‎ enough. Others have died of hunger, disease for the rebels appears to have waned and the |'. ; MANDALAY 8 ی‎ Caught helween presstire hum Burn und | change. Burma is trying to restore its inlerni- a turning pnint in the power struggle, a clear huve un effect, Many nf the militants ire rudy 
or exhaustion on the road or in the camps. To people are weary and demoralised, Even so, 2 Mieiktilazd : Taunt ong Hpayakef,. LAOS opposition fron the UWSA leiuders, Wei Slıno | tional reputution hy “rebranding” the regime sign thut Khin Nyunt was returning lo power to compromise and even cu-operate wilh the 
stamp out resistance by armed Shar national- they are firmly opposed to the junta, and some | ‘{.". . A Heho - j 4 Kang has sparked off a hluudy conflict j and at the same time comhatuing the serious wilh Ne Win" backing. SPDC. They are lired und their resistance bis 
ist groups supported by the oppressed local Shan are not afraid to criticise the military MM AGWE helween the pro- and unti-SPDC fuctions (2), | unrest in lhe coliniry. Accunling to te exiled opposition leader, been worn down hy lhe hardships of daily life, 
population, Burma's military goverrment has governıment out loud in the teashops. CS himhhish E 1 Although he haus links with hoıh the SPDC 


made wone by the economic crisis. Ms Suu 
Kyi herself has heen ill for some lime und is 
uow in pour shape physicully and meênıally. 

Muny Burmese wam in see u dialouue with 
the mililury. They have criliciced the NLD 
leader fo heing uncompromising und want her 
lo change her stance. Even so, she is still enor- 
mously populur, especially in the nıral dreus. 
People in the towns believe their siluation 
would be improve if the economic sanctions 
thal Mts Suu Kyi supports were lifted. They ure 
depriving the country of a small amvsunt of aid 
which only alfects ordinary vivilians. 

But if the forthcoming elecuons do take 
pluce, everything will depend on how effec- 
tive the army is in controlling the polls. Free 
elections as in 1990 (5) would almost certain- 
ly guarantee victory for Ihe NLD. The people 
might not wholeheartedly support Mrs Suu 
Kyi, but they totally reject the military 
governmenl and the Union Solidarity 
Development Association (USDA), a mass 
organismMion controlled by the army. — A&LB 

Translated by Lorna Dale 


f1} Demonsirations for democracy ousted the ex-dictator 
Geoeral Ne Win from lhe praminenl position he had oceu- 
pled since the 19632 coup, 

(2) See Françoise Caymc-Blanchard, “Fallllıe Iracassanle 
pour In dictature indonéslenne", Le AMorde diplomatfqiie, 
February 1998. 

(31 André and Louis Boucrud, "Reconnaissance régiannle 
paur la junt birmane ", Le Monge diplomarlgue, June 1997. 
(4) Qeneral Tin Qo, despite being seen as Ne Win’s polili- 
cal heir, was sent to prison for corruption. He rejoined the 
snıall circle of arlvisers Lo the e£-«dictator afler his release. 
(S5 The National League for Democracy won a huge ınajor- 
ity in those elections. . 


bursts of fire from automatic weapons. spearheaded and encouraged uprls- It aims to do this elther by means of autonomy.‘ But that will not last a ٠ Translated by Lorna Dale 

After setting fire to a few stalls and ings by other ethnic minorities defend- brutal repression or by allowing the leaders of the SPDC know it re Decent 0 ا کک ر و ب ت ا ت‎ 

vehicles in the marketplace, the attack- ing thelr identity. ۰ ۶ ethnic leaders a‘certain amount of Sai Lin suffered-a heart attac' e uni be ا‎ win Lad BrlilaN. . 

ers vanished into the jungle as sudden- First, the Mon, Karen and Pao, then autonomy In exchange for ceasefire last year. They are biding their E pak ® Tlghting, Sai Pao, the Wa foreign affairs 

ly as they had sppesred. : the Shan and Kashin in turn took up agreements. TF + aM take control of the territory ined: meus Wel Sd, was assassinaled. Wa olficera ق‎ 
„This commando rald by the Karen arms.'Other minorities such as the Wa The ultimate goal is the total'surren-. The government recently rêr sgiên Nok Kerta bing, a mL ag, Eiger ıhe death of Tin : e 

.Neatlonal Unlon (KNU) was perhaps the ‘and Kokanai allled themselves with the der of the’ armed groups and the cre j öf Kokang: designated SP i gape (f | 100lihis= npproxlnanely gag oO CHR ee 

final stage In a revolt againat tha cen- powerful Burmese Communist Party ation of autonomous areas renamed: In 1989 the Kokang. clan chi a fore AM | Every March tha US president “kerifies" hat certain E 

. tral governmant-that has-been- going--: whenrit’took’refuge'Irrthe-areas ‘along. Spectat Reglots, In which allathniic | of the BCP, were persuaded Ds cg lore MF eau ® Co-operatlng fully" with Washington on 


Dovlor Scin Win, it is nol sD Caxy lo divide 
power between two clins, Tlic arrested gener- 
uls, Tun Kyi, Kyaw Bi. Myo Nyunt, Miynt 
Aung. Thein Win and Sein Aung, also hud 
their clans and spheres ul influence, 
Meanwhile Thin Shwe continues lo play his 
own game, exploiting Ihe rivalry betwecn 
Khin Nyun anl Maung Aye. 

The genernls newly pruntoled lo ministeriul 
positions, but who are nol meımbers of the 
SPDC, are known lu support Khin Nyun. can- 
firming the view that lis opposite number, 
Maung Aye, is heing undermined. Twelve of 
the SPDC's 19 ınembers are heuds of military 
regions, These regional commanders have 
enormous power and sufficient autonomy that 
ıhey can often ignore orders from Rangoon. 
Two of the Slorc generals placed under house 
arrest, lhe former trade minister, Tun Kyi, and 
Kyaw Ba, the ex-minister for hotels and 
tourism, defied Rangoon and the Slorc leaders 
when they were based in Mandalay and 
Myitkina. Locally the regional comotanders 
are seen as on a par with warlords. 

The intemal purge was designed to intimi- 
date the high-ranking army officers. At the 
same time Khin Nyunt will be able to keep a 
closer eye on the regional commanders by 
bringing Ihem into the SPDC. The direction 
taken in the future by the new junta will 
depend on the alliances formed by these gen- 
erals. Nearly half the regional commanders 
now support Khin Nyunt or are neutral, 
though it has never been taken for granted in 
Burma that officers are subject to a clan. 

Presumably that explains Khin Nyunt's 
cautious approach to the change of team. His 
department should have carried out the arrests 
but he was shrewd enough to slay out of the 
picture, handing the responsibility over to 


Burma hus nol been immunc to the 
Southeast Asin crisis und its inımediale 
financial consequences. Allhough the ulficial 
rale for the kyûl is still qUed il around six la 
the dollar, ls black-murkel value his Jrıpped 
from 150 lo about 388) kyals lo ite Jdrnllar, 

In September ast yeur Burnvı's former dic- 
tator, the still powerful General Ne Win. went 
to Indonesia lo mee General Suhartn, who 
had been facing econûmic lurnıoil in lis own 
country (2). Al the meeting, tlle Indonesian 
president complained lo the general thst the 
deplorable leve] of corruption in Burmiı Was 
causing problems for foreign inveslors — his 
own family in particular. 

The Suharlos have substantial investments in 
Burma, On an official visit in February last 
year, Mr Suharlo signed a co-operation agree- 
ment for the Citra Lamtoro Gung Persada con?- 
pany specialising in the construction of toll 
roads, run by his eldest daughter Siti 
Hardiyanti Rukmana (known as Tutul). Most 
of Ihe cars imported into Burma are manufac- 
tured by Astra international, controlled by the 
Nusamba group in which Mr Suharto owns 
80% of the shares. It has exclusive distribution 
rights for BMWs and Land Rovers in Burma, 
through the Myanmar Astra Chinte Motor joint 
venture. The general's second son, Bambany 
Trihatmojo, has invested in telephones through 
his company Electrindo Nusantara. His 
youngest son Hutoma Mandalaputra Suharto, 
known as Tommy, exports drilling equipment 
and used to cun Sempati Air linking Rangoon 
and Jakarta until the crisis in Indonesia forced 
it to close in June 1998. 

Ne Win did not just have to put up with crite 
icism from one of his main allies in Asean (3), 
he was forced to act by the closely linked 
interests of the two governments. The 
Singapore business community was equally 
critical, complaining that every project needed 
to be approved hy several ministers and each 
minister Jemanded his share, 

Immediately after his retum home, Ne Win 
summoned his "private cnbinet” of four of the 


and Thai leuders, he is on the delensive. The 
fact that his “minor wife" (secund and non- 
legal) is related lo Generul Chanvalit, u 
fonner Thai prime minister, no longer seenıs 
ennugh to prolcct him. However, lhe bas 
certainly not given up heroin tratficking — a 
kilo sells at 230,000 bahts (3) on lhe horder 
—and he has also gone into the amphetamine 
trade, Amphetamines are easier to manufac- 
lure and can be sold in Thailand at a 300% net 
profit, 

The SPDC claims to be encouraging 
“voluntary retirement” from trafficking arıd is 
offering the major traffickers immunity if they 
invest in infrastructure development, as has 
happened in Mong La. The authorities say 

are stepping up their anti-drug campaign 
destroying more of the poppy fields. 
These claims are contradicted by Kashin, 
Shan and Wa leaders in the regions concerned. 
A few substitution schemes have been tried in 
the pilot e bul the peasant farmers, 
out by repression and poverty, go and 

Plant further away in more isolated areas. 
2 This year the US again included Burma on 
list of uncertified countries (4). According 
lo ic sources, the Americans are giv- 
Ing the SPDC some credit for their efforts, 
Boing along with Burmese propaganda by 
Wing altention (o even the slightest posi- 
ive sign. This is presumably due to the influ- 
ence of powerful American firms of lobbyists 
Such as Jefferson Waterman International, 
Swned by Ann Wrobleski, who used to work 
۸ the Bovernment narcotics control agency. 
2 ording to the Washington Post on 
Cbruary, 1998, Jefferson Waterman 
mallonal received $500,000 for its cam- 
be rom the Burmese company Myanmar 
jung ment Lid, which has inks to the 


0 the US Slate Department takes a very 
E view, In the report published last 
Cl, 1t accused the Burmese government of 
Protecting and collabornting with the drug 
ding o and pointed to the poor results of the 
‘Ontrol measures. . ا‎ 
question now is wlio the US govem- 
ب‎ Will lislen to: its own State Department 
Pro-Burma, anti-sanctions lobby. The 
will q O AYing in the centre of Shan State 
Probably not feature in lhe equution al all. 


dug trafficking. Décêrification carries a double 
yr i ioAlnglon suspends Ita bilateral aid and lakes 
ons cu o ji Pom other tntermalionol financial iastli- 
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companies are certainly not for the benefit 
the. local population. 
Mong’ La is alse being promoted as 4 tou 
destination, with 500,000 Chinese vision, 
expected unnually. Their real reasons ا‎ 
ing were not .nentiohed. The old village r 
ing from the communist era, witht its أ‎ 
wooden houses, has become the centre ا‎ 
kind of free zone where anything: goss. Tj 
Shanand Wa mountain! peoples’ sira huts i 
plles stil survive on the-olitskirts,. bul | 
coenlre bonsts a Chinese bank with a mat! 


`. fngade, n luxury holel and: countless nigh 


clubs full of girls. ا ي‎ 
A fourmlune avenue lined with street 2 


Khih Nyunt failed to mention in his şpeeh:. 
thei4ranisvestite theatre'and the lavish ey 
.withi ils split-level green-carpeled room ltl 
uniformed eroupiers and 200 رن‎ | 


-“ machines. Girls, transvestites anid. gam 


— that is ihe reality of the economic dee? i 
ment that is pulling in the Chinese tous ls 
` Mong La,'open to the Yunnan.Chinese ¥ | 
becoming.a Chinese city. The'staff r : 
no, bank, hotel, restaurants, dance” are dll ا‎ 
theatre, as well as the prostitatesr | 
Chinese. Burmese kyats are no Usê’ 
currency accepted is the Clıinese ا‎ ol 
So Mong La has become the sho’ ced, Bil 
drug baron who has officially retil "f 
local sources Jeny he has given uP gt 
i 
producer of amphetamines in Bun yy 
Inunder mo: 


si 
But as far as the government İs concent ey 


side and is investing in the counly's jocil 
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I Forced resettlement zone for Shan peoples 


Zones controlled by former rge who have 
-" Signed & ceasefire agreement wit 


'. come in' from Jinghong and:Kumming. 


` ficking, and he is believed tobe 


ˆ STATE OF 
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profile. What used to be Division 815 has 
been renamed Special Region No 4 and — to 
meet China's demands and deceive the inter 
national organisations (the substitution 
schemes are financed from the United 
Nations's ,international Drug Control 
Programnie, UNDCP) — it has been declared 
an “opium-free zone". Poppy fields can no 
longer be seen along the road to Mong L.1; but 


‘it is hard (o believe that 45,000 hectares of . 


poppies have disappeûred within a few 


` months. 


For good measure, ‘an opium ntusouniı has 
been opened in Mong La, at the foot of two 


hills, where an enormous Buddhist:pagoda hetr 
` leuds lo the two stnr attractions which Gere! 


and 1ı Christian church have beeu built, For 
someone who used to be a communist Cadre.. 


and Red Guard, Sai Lin is not lacking In -, 


humour. The museum’s inauguration ,y 


General Khin Nyunt in March Jası year was: 


attended by a Chinese delegation and diplo- 
mats flown in from Kengtung by helicopter. 

In a marathon speech, General Khin'Nyunt 
paid tribute to Sai Lin's :anti-drug. campaign 
and promotion of economic development in 
Mong La. He pointed out‘lhat the town had 
eleciricity 24 hours a day, comparing it with : 


Kengtung, where there is power only during - 


the night. In reality, the schools and dispen- 
saries he talked about fall far short of fulfitl- 
ing the needs of the people, and the roads and 
hydroelectric power stations built by Chinese 


attempt to make them sign ceasefire 
agreements, the first stage İn the mili- 
tary dictatorship's policy of forcibly 
assimilating the minorities. 


identities are eliminated. : 


Only a handful of KNU Karen ‘are still ' 


reaistinğ' and 110,000..Kareii'refudèes ; 


ara höw living in:camps in Thailand: 2 


The growing Chinese presence in Shan 
State, especially the large towns, has exacer- 
bated nalionalist sensibilities. Their economic 
influence is in evidence from Lashin to 
Mandalay, and from Kenglung to Taung-gyi. 
The locnl people see Chinese from Yunnan 
taking over the best land, controlling trade, 
and securing mining concessions and the lal- 
est teak plantations,’ The poorer sections of the 
population particularly resent the opportunis- 
tic Chinese, who make a fast buck by collud- 
ing with corrupt officers of the Burmese 
regime. in the regional capital, Kengtung, 
there is frantic development going on in the 
residential district near the airport where high- 

‘ranking ‘army officers live. The luxury villas 
being built for the Chineşe businessmen are in 
sharp contrast to the old colonial red bric: 
buildings'in the rest of the town, 

; Mong La, a village on the, Chinese border 

'hkout 100 kilometrës east of Kengtung, used 
to‘ bê corilroHled by 'torrtuuist rebels: Since 


` the ceasefirët; agreements thé region has been 
ruled' by the warlord Lin Min Shin; alias Sai 


Lin, a former military leader in the Burmése 
Comiminist Party (BCP). His almost 2,000- 
slrong army, the Eastern Shan State Army 


(ESSA), controls the, east of (he state along 


, the Chinese ark, Laotials borders, the area the 


BCP.used. to call Diyision $15, Sai' Lin has 
þecome one of the most powerful drug barons 
and bas been on' the list in the US-State 
Department's Intemational Narcotics Control 
Strategy Report since. March 1998. He also 


` has close links with-Qeneral Khin Nyunt, one 


of the:four feaders of the former Slorc; and 
now head of the government's intelligence 
servides in its successor, the SPDC. 
Sai'Lin's heroin trafficking aclivities have 
become so blatant that the Chinese authorilies 
are worried. Drug addiction and Aids are 
increasing at an alarming rate in Yunnan, In 
response to Chinese pressure, General Khin 
Nyunt has persuaded Sai Lin to keep a lower 


The Karen are one of the many 
sthnic minorities flghting against the 
dominant Burmese since the country 
became independent. In the past they 


the Chinese border, 1 ':: : 
Since 1989 ‘General Khin Nyunt ha: 

been putting conisiderable' pressure: on 

the warring ‘ethic minoritles' In an 


launched a huge scorched earth operation in 
Shan Stale. 

The enforced round-ups have been going 
ort for more than two years. They are lurning 
the centre of Lhe country into a human desert 
through what is becoming a systematic mas- 
sacre. There is now a huge area emptied of 
human habilation, extending fron the town of 
Mong Hsu in’ the north to the That border in 
the south, from the Salween valley in the east 
to the town of Taung-gyi İn the north-west, 

Three hundred trhopsand Shan have beg 
driven from their villages and herded together 
orf three ûr four sites in each.dislrict, with no 
possibility of growing anything on the land 
and no help. Non-gaverrimental organisations 
such as the Burrha Relief Center and the Shan’ 
Human Right Foundation, which Have teanıs 
working clandestinely in Shah State, condemn 
the Thais for not spêaking out when they’ arê 

„well aware of the situation, ., E 

The ‘Shan resistance ts rhulch nore recent 
than that of the Karen (see box, below). The’ 
unrest started in 1958, after tho central gov- 
ernmenl refused 1o honour agreeménts .giving 


Shan Stale the chance lO secede, Tlie 
. Panglong agreemenls, as tliey werc known, 


shortly before his assassination (f). 1 

, „, Over'the.past 30 years the Shih movemenls 
have mulliplicd and divided. By the latq 
1980s their, position was. very' weak and one 
group signed a ceasefire agreement with the 
Burmese junta. Others rallied to the drug 
baron Khun Sa, then at tbe height of his 
power. When he suddenly surrendered in. 


were signed with General Aung Sdn ii 1947 


.January 1996, his powerful army collapsed 


and ultra-nationalist Shan'officers, refusing to 
surrender, regrouped in armed movements. 
Despite (he junta’s current clean-up opera- 
tions, reminiscent of cthnic cleansing, guerril« 
las in the Shan State Army (SSA) are evading 


André and Loults Boucaud are journalists 


Ethnic minority's 50-year fight for freedom 


O! 14 April this year the peace of 
Myawaddy, a Burmese village 
close to the Thai border, was abruptly 
shattered by mortar explosions and 


on' for the: past 50 years: The only 
response from Burma's milltary 
Sm ent has Hoan a demand for 

itlonal surrender. .'., r . 


.Î uneondi 


مو 


14 | November 1998 | LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE 


US PRESS OBSESSED WITH LOCAL ISSUES 
“od LESLEY WILE LOCAL ISSUES 


Myopic and cheapskate journalism 


EN YEARS after Francis Fuku- Already under fire for its obsessive treatment of President Clinton’s casters, the death of Nigerian dictator $: 
yama speculated about “the end of 


i 0 sexual improprieties, American journalism has been shaken this year tech was reckoned to ba worth onlyb,y: 
history", American journalists are briefest of mentions. And a month later, 
„ becoming increasingly alarmed at DY a number of scandals which cast doubt on the professionalism of the death of Abucha having almost eit 
e Sili of ا‎ e It E some of the country's major news media, Invented stories, plagiarism a N a ak pk 
at consumers of the world's news are bein: ۴ . 8 Ave beer “interested” in th in jail 
turned off by an overdose of excessively @#@ testimonies obtained under pressure come high on the list. Moshood Abiola, leading opponent an 
superficial coverage of a world which offers However, what is more undamentally at issue is the whole money- ary regime? Broadcasters chose not to mk: 
i J J me; 
e 2 E making ethos of news journalism nowadays. A journalism which e E orld Cn E 
the world's press is collapsing, but in more SHCCeeds because it is easier and more profitable, which entertains Nigeria had already been eliminated... 
than wo thirds af the world it is definitely n" rather than informs, and which chooses to ignore the international ‘The blurring of the dividing line belu 
decline (1). Subscriptions are not being 


. 5 information and entertainment, both of whid 
renewed, and young people's interest in the dimension of HeWS. are now governed by the iron law of aunliene 
mews has fallen to disastrously low levels. ratings, can have dangerous political azi 

The reasons for this disaffection are multiple, social effects. For instance, between 1975 i! 
but we could begin with the sickly and BY SERGE HALIMI 1995, the number of Arnericans in prison we 
nbsiracted state of a joumalism that is going from 380,000 to 1,600,000. However, his fs 
fast downhill “as mainstream press and TV 


has nore {0 dn-utith she copıcaslve NUN o1 
News outlets purvey more “lifestyle stories, ing on local TV. In the words of one journal covering all other [ocaL nawe. foretgrrrewsr public opinion that has been heated lo fet 


Trivia, scandal, celebrity gossip, sensational ist, “the national ‘news’ will give .ıe_anlyr--—kcaliry EOUCARON, Science, the environment, ete. pitch by an unprincipled and lazy press rale 
crime, sex in high plages_and tablqidisınaltho—rumous uf seX SChdalS, footage of debris and How are we to explain this phenomenon, than any aclual rise in crimıe levels. Intel, 
| expensé öF serious news in a cynical effort to corpses and grief-stricken kin, lots of corpo- which can be summed up in the formula “If ii the crime rate is actually lower that it wast 
maximise readership and viewership; as rate hype, live slıots of suicide and murder bleeds, it leads”? A former vice-president of 1975 (13). The phenomenon is explained by 
editors collude ever more willingly with and — aside from the biennial electoral horse NBC, Joseph Angotti, suggests that “mosl of lawyer: the “punislıment boom [arises] in pa 
marketers, promotion experls and advertisers, race and the occasional barrage of pro-war that erime coverage is not editorially driven, because of the media-created illusion hi 
thus ceding a portion of their sacred editorial propaganda — nothing on the world of it's economically driven. It's the easiest, rare, spectacularly violent crimes are actual: 


trust; as editors shrink from tough coverage of politics here and tıbroad." (6) cheapest, laziest news to cover, because all comıuonplace and proliferating. When o: 

major advertisers lest they jeopardise ad Just under three years ago, more US they do is listen to the police radio, react to il, parolee oul of a 1,000 commils a terribk 

revenue (2)." citizens were able to recognise Judge Ito (the send oıtt a mobile camera unit, spend an hour crime, lhe media act as if the only pol 
It was bound to come in the end. We have judge in the O J Simpson trial) than Newt 


or two covering it and put it on the air" (11), question were the stupidity of paroling 
And when it comes to profitability, this cut- une aberranl individual. The conclusion, rau 
Representatives. Is this actually surprising? In price journalism, intercut with cighl ıninutes rally, is tu deny piırule to everyone else. Butt 
1995 the thrce networks combined had devoted of advertising iu every half hour, accords per- local news says nuthing about Ihe enorme 
26 hours 50 minutes to the O J Simpson trial, fectly with the interests of the mullimedia cost of keeping the ather | ,000 in jail" (I41 


seen a continuous process of redefining what Gingrich, the former Speaker of the House of 
news is, directing it towards what entertains 
and what is profitable. lt is assumed that when 
things are profitable, i1 is because the news 


ers. and uf enteftiuners vır dctors with dirvclrs 
aNd producers, are Iriel im ınajur news" 
bip's apparenly infinite capacity for t24, When Bill Clintun leaves ihe While 
ism. The US press gives exaggerated Hole, it is tenpling lo imagine hin going on 


nare 


cuverage lo stories such iis the opening ufa lo hecume heal of Sieven Spielberg's ilm 

thal is provided is what interests peaple, It compared with only 3 lıours 39 minutes to the conglomerates which, thanks to the deregula- In the US media, international news he McDonald's in Paris ur Europeu celebrilinıs sludin, DreamWorks. Translated br Ed Emery 

mearıs explaining to those who worry about budget showdown between Congress and the tion set in motion by President Reagan, are not sell. In 1996, after the electoral vicioy ol Halloween. ES 5 hi 2 ON 

the decline in press standards that “the world White House, which led to a total paralysis of now able to own several TV stationts at once. Binyamin Netanyahu, Time magazine deci: The cormmerciil motivation behind t EERE A SSR EE 
has changed”, and ihen to preach “the end of the federal administration for over a month When Americans are asked whal kind news lo put lhe new Israeli rime minister on le kind of navel-gazing is summed up by 3 June IYE. 

1 politics™. Ir means then lo be surprised that the (7). And let's not forget CNN. The self-pro- interests them “n lot”, local news and crime front cover. Newsweek did nol. Its edil 


Michael Ellioll, editor of Newsweek's Ihreeg ie 
resulting decline of politics encourages read- 


: 8 ك‎ : z13 Churbte Borman KF 
iMernalional editions (Europe, Asis and Luin ql “1e gumalte BIA 
America: "Euch week, | bave Ihe upliun ol diplrmaitpue, Augusı I90. 


choosing whatever the domestic US edition ¢3) iniernuiionul Herald Frihune, 10U July 1998, and Fhe 


claimed “global network” had 70 correspon- reporting head the list, while international Maynard Parker, justified his decision ا‎ 
ers and voters alike to lose interest — and to dents covering the Simpson trial and devoted news lags far behind (12). Needless to say, following lernı I don't see il as alt ê 


reject well-argued protests and warnirlgs 630 hours of viewing time to it, even though those responsible for the downgrading of jour- that’s guing to spill way beyond its border: 
about 1his state of affairs with weasel words he was largely unknown outside the US, 


ALIN FP Sue 
eı vanan". Le Afar 


nilism seize on such statistics like drowning (15)". At the level of world politics, the pV : puts oni the ا‎ E ea aE a E Fallen to 810 by 1997 
and high-sounding phrases. And through all But when it comes to true journalistic men clutching at straws. They argue that they was debatable. But at the level of ا کیا‎ ۴ Continued from page 14 nothing lo money-grabbing tendencies among cover won'l travel. n ١ 9 r ا‎ {31 Columbia Journalism Review’, op. cit. 
this, people's belief in the value of jouırnalisnı myopia, the tone tends to be sel by the local are giving the "public" what they want. tics, il was irrefutable, With e the news media? Îs il really because some sales is 0 compe! a AE last O Mere Cele Mili, The nature uf the benst", The 
—— already fragile — becomes ever more tenu- — and often “hyper-local" (8 — channels. However, such a defence — not dissimilar to of [09,300, its “Israeli” front cover E og works has fallen from 45% to 13.5% (17). things are less interesting, or is il because sell non-local e n 2 Eb E e Fe Riinê E he E ê 
aus, In all this, the situation in the United On local TV news, 72% of news bulletins Ihe self-justifying logic of the drug dealer — one of ils five worst sales figures since l* ج‎ S news journalist Leslie Stahl explains: some things are more profitable? 1 E for a 0 0 e ا‎ 3) Bunnia, 8 hous 53 minutes to the Oklahoma bombing. US 
States is eınblematic. Between [970 nnd 1997 open with general news items about crime runs counler to the pedagogic role of journal- The other four included cover stortes “My colleagues in prime Lime tell me thal they Former national security advisor lo sellers were on Latin Americ: pi 23. 
the percenla 


ge of adults regularly reading a {police cars and helıcopters, dead bodies, ists, which is, in theory, to arouse public inter- Somalia, Bosnia and Boris Yeltsin 0 
daily paper fell from 78% to 59%, Among arrests of Suspects), and crime takes up est in areas where it did nut exist before. A bext sales were achieved last year. ا‎ 
readers uged belween 21 and 35, the figures between 29% and 33% of their total duration former president of NBC News, Reuven 15 Seplemher 1997, the (wo e n 
are even niore depressing: 67% were regular (9). The Washington-based Centre for Media Frank, offers an opinion thal is almost louch- the deuh uf Princess Diana sold ا‎ 
readers in 1965, 39% in 1990, and only 31% and Public Affairs recently analysed the con- ing when you compare it with lhe mercennry 1,183,000 copies cepectively with I 
in [1998 (3). Even though over a 10-year peri- Lent of TV news programmes in 13 major intentions of today’s purveyors of news: the record sel 25 years previously wit 


od the population of the US lias grown by American cities over a period oF three months. “News is something people don't know they resignation of Richard Nixon as president 
ınoere than 20 ınillion, 


5 rid Ri „ 16 October 1945. 

what they call minule-by-minute (rack- President Carter, Zbigniew Brzezinski, News You Can Use — that’s the concep ا‎ E Fi E ypehGEleê sak 
ing and if they are doing a story on a foreign observes regretfully that “this country is on a dominating the world of journalism Loda¥. Eras-Unls", Le Mande diplomatique, Februnry 1993. See 
i ae die binge of preoccupaliun with enlerlainment." What we get is articles designed to depoliti- also Quentin Hardy, “The small screen gets even smaller in 
T, for inı , the audience goes away 8¢ of م‎ ible i i i i d dvertisers, by some US towns", The Wall Street Joumal Eurspe, 8 June 

ûnd then they click back to see if the next Bul it is not wholly impossible in ihe US to cise social reality And attract advertisers, by 2 
Story is more interesting. On ‘48 hours’, one find serious news about world events, The discussing readers’ everyday lives and ways {91 See Michael Winerip's article “Does local TV news 
their lowest-rated shows was the fall of tte New York Times and the Los Angeles Times of improving them: how to buy a good mal ave t0 be s0 badT", The Mer Fork Tires Magatine, 1L 

in wall" (18. If foreign leaders are treated often produce better reporting than their tress, how to ent without getting fat, choosing 


1 January 1998. 
¢ : i 5 1 f Americas 1 : 1 French counterparts, and are capable of the right vitamins, etc. t10) In Lawrence K. Grossman, "Does focal TV news nead 
press readership has They found that, under the influence of mar- are interested in until they hear about it. The Mort Zuckermann, the owner oi ly — in 1996 Newsweek was still having rench co parts, û 0 HEA ional ". Columbia J lism Review, May- 
dropped by 10%, keting consultanls, the content of these news job of a journalist is to take what's important third-largest news magazine, Us e difficulties spelling the name of François detailed coverage on issues of economic In explaining his recent departure from ÎS a national nanny imbla Jourmnaliim Revieı 
The generally accepted explanation is that Programmes has become virtually identical and make it interesting." In 1972 Americans World Report, is thus not divulging 1i 


i 5 June 1998. 
Iuerrand ت‎ 1 he US did restructuring or inequalities of wealth. And News and World Report, James Fallows said LD Cawe HAEDR “Crate TEA Kik Fel ê Ha 
dol fare N e o 1V the specialist foreign-policy press includes at that: “To choose an example about ih ا‎ ork Times, 6 uly 1997. 1 
ews broadcasts of the three major networks, least four quality titles: Foreign Affairs, World Mort and 1 strongly disagreed: the shooting of (12) Local news 69%; crime: 68%; interpational: 40%, 
E n e O Alley a The O E e ag 
total of on i 20 seconds to Bill National Interest, 0 gê. ا‎ ers has soared — feeding public 
inton's ا‎ E e : Toa often, however, these joumals reflect . You Can Use,” It is true that this kind of news ا ا و‎ 0 e 2 0 
Iteould be argued that since the end of the the preoccupations of cultural élites and the comes cheap and pays well, By Comparison:  arinat Weekly Edition, 18 August 1997. 
cold war, diplomatic news is no longer as wealthy. The tone of a marketing letler circu- keeping a correspondent in Hong Kong, Paris (14) Quoted by James Fallows, Brenking the news: How 
Compelling a5 it was, But such an explanation lated by Foreign Affairs is almost a caricature or Moscow costs a newspaper in the order t0 the media ndermine American domocmey, Pantheon 
sill makes it hard to undersland why, as the of this élitist tone: “Picture yourself sitting in $500,000 a year and is not particularly prof- o Tork 1 1 2 alse Lote es nt 
inancial Times observed at the time, in a a room where Henry Kissinger, Colin Powell, itable. ا‎ in Fhe Guaritat Weckty, See onber 199 a 
Press cunference held in March 1994 we had Zbigniew Brzezinski and, other distinguished In December 1997 the national daily 2 (15) In Robin Pogrebin, "Forelgn coverage less prominent 
lo wail until the 16th question — put by a political and economic experts are speaking to Today, which often.sets the tone on local- n US magnzines", The New York Times; 23 Seplentber 
Joumalist from Honduras — for the US presi- each other aş professionals analysing the interest stories, dedicated its cover story to the 1996. E TÊ ka 
Cn e Re N n FS E. eri key Fee e FY ad u E eno eco ea DORT E TEA 
ûn the Whi i j mending policy positions as fully and serious- the worl WOT. ا‎ 0 1 9 
Case ا‎ E ا‎ ly as if hey ا‎ counselling the President of page of the newspaper was given over to the 0 Brian Knowlton, “Ainsrlcans take ù worldly vleur", 
ing week? The presidential favourite in the United States” (21). As a resull, the gap is animal, analysing ils place in the life of Imernatlanat Herald Tribune, 19 June 1998. See also "For 


the Mexican elections had just been murdered, slowly but surely growing between the news President Clinton and giving a list of the pre- Newsweekiies, no place like home", Jnternatlo naf Herald 


television is to blame, having decimated the from Boston to San Antonio. In an average were not yet aware that they were about lo secrets when he concludes that ا‎ 
circulation of the big dailies, and ihe evening half-hour news bulletin, crime, weather become interested in the issue of Watergate. selling covers of the year are با‎ fact, e 
papers in particular (4). However, TV news reports, Accidents, disasters, media celebrities, On 8 June 1998, Princess Diana had been international issues". And from ll 

also has its woes: over a Five-year period the sport and advertising add up to an average dead for almost a year and the World Cup had draws the appropriate و‎ Tim 
overall audience for TV news on the three total of 24 minutes 20 seconds (10). This not yet begun. Even in this lull, in the radio His competitors too, In 19 inter 
major networks has fallen from 60% to 38%, leaves 5 minutes 40 seconds each evening for news bulletins of France's principal broad- devoting 11 of its cover stories ا‎ Th. 
In 1980, 37.3% of North American TV view news. By 1997, there was on politic’ 
ers watched the evening news on either CBS, magazine's coverage of E 1 
ABC or NBC; by last year the figure stool al life has also fallen off, although e Stephen ; 
just 24.3% (5). Is it possible that the Intemet As A result we haye stories 4: Jewel, BI: 
has done te televisian what TV did {o news- Spielberg, Brad Pitt, Lady In het j 
Papers? This is only part of the story. Since Cosby, Bob Dylan, how to slim. of shot; 
1995 the number of Norlh Americans getting @ dict based on the E oj, 
news from their computers at least once a celebrities, revelations abou! of û pse, 
week has indeed risen from 11 to 36 million, family and practical information of "quli 
but almost all of them use it as an additional medical nature. And a number have bee"! 
resource, to find out more about news that dailies and weeklies In France 


they have already heard via other nıedia. lerapted to go down the same pall. tit is f 
Surfing from one medium to another (per- i 


Ew 


erence TIO men peve? aaa || Mean py cote, O1 ep lol 1a. ll teqet e me” ee we vent. vious cure expen ofê WG Honê o a Rp OLE RR 
h dı 1 ble of reaching 170 million vi vel. . Pyongyang was threatening South ed to an avalancl € of 0lse, GISiraction, Sport, ا‎ E EK اه‎ ions 1994 
n 2 e onl e 200 countries across lhe world. و‎ Korea and the last Us soldiers were in the sadism and showbiz — and the news pro- from this baleful piclure that: “The nation’s 
dividing line between the various news media 


: (18) The Nev Yark Times Magazine; 26 June 1994. ` 
of leaving Somalia duced for a privileged élile, an area in which, takeover by entertainment has changed the (19) Nersweek,.22 July 1996, 3 


16 August Jaude .Moisy, former head. of Agence press as well as television news broadcasting, {20; See the editorinl Hers is ihe news" and the article 
story a six a E ا و‎ it, “only a small group of which now has become an agent of the new a a lg ا‎ kolên gole 
bulletin to the signing of the ‘treaty on the enlightened journalists and readers take part ruling power. With honourable exceptions, E 0 talking to Us", The Aurion, 2 Celok. 
—and this despite the dealh of in the debate on foreign policy (22)".. '’ ‘ American. newspapers, magazines and televi og. EEE FEE 
Elvis Presley that same daı G0): Little more Over the recent period, the debate about the sion are today mainly coicerned with stories (2, La Correspondance de la presse, Parls, 20 Janunry 
20 years later, Britajr' ITN news. net- creation of “world” cultures has beconiê more and gossip about stars, including athletes and {997. sec „also “Babel”, Prospect, London, November ' 
work a story about a member of an  pressihğ thati ever, But'the paradox ûf itera’ public figures who fall into thé category of e et Bia A E ora a 
amateur swimming club before the news tional news going §o rapidly into decline celebrity; with backstage film anid television 2 ila 2 February 10S O Ol PORE Th 
's nuclear explosion. Is it really fhe :redoubles when we discover that those sec- reports, and with promotional material on (24) Willtam Pfaff, “Hatertalnment Coup, or America's 
Çêse that such a reversal of pflorities öwes “tlons of thé prêss that still dover international filnıs and television programmes. The quar- 


e politics of Iusion", International Herald Tribune, 18 
Sverything to the end of the cold war and. news tend ihereasingly to use “foreign” news rels of sports slars with çoacheş or team own- December 1997. د‎ 0 


even on its own home patch in Ihe U 1 
ing” may be something of an overstate | 
On average, only 0.4% of hous toh CN 
ed with cable TV actually W4 viel, 
However,.since that audience IS "qj, 
advertising revenues continue to japo. 
`! such low audience ratings do n0 ا‎ 
the channel's competitors tO الو‎ 3 
` ‘of international ا‎ one eb of broad a 
0-year period, the, pe age O DP nele: 
م‎ his Rind of news by the. major T 


Contintkéd on page 15 


is becoming increasingly blurrel. A world- 
class daily such as The New York Ties has 
no hesitation in taking the populisl path — 
needless to say, eitbellished with lashings öf 
“sociological” analysis on sporting events, the 
confesslons of slats ancl celebrities, and scan- 
| .duls of note — all with a view lo providing 
;| SPmê imporlant “insight” into society, 

il ,. TY. news Programmes on the national net- 
:| Works irê oflep not muth. belter than the suc- 
‘|; Sessiofi of murders, weather bulletins anil 
Sport whlch aré the‘staplé of hews brondcast- 


PLEASE ANSWER 10 IF YOU SUBSCRIBE TO THE QUARDIAN WEEKLY, 11 IF YOU 
ARE NOT A SUBSCRIBER 


10 Le Monde diplomatique In English will only be available as a jolnt subscription with 
the Guardian Weekly. How Interested would you be in a joint subsoriptlon? 


Very interested O Fairly interested O Nol really interested O 


11 Le Monde diplomatique In English will only be avaliable on subscription, together 
with the Guardian Weekly. Would you be Interested In a Joint subscription: 


wilh the currani delivery service O only lf faster delivery were avallable O not Interested O 


Other Developments 


12 (a) Are you learning/studying or teaching English formally {eg, In a class, using 
books, using cassettes, personal tultion)? 


Learming/studying O Teacling Û skip to 13 nelther OQ skip lo 13 


(bh) What are the maln reasons you are learming or studying English 7 
(pleasê lick as mıany as apply) 


to use In my wurk |1J 

10 lmprova my employment prospects 1J 

for lravaling dJ 

lo beiter understand English language films, books, 
TV, radio, newspapers o mMagizirves 

for personal enjoyment 

for other ransotrs 


LCE 


13 How often do you normally ilsten to or watch each of the BBC radlo and TV services 
Ilsted below? 


LL-LL’L LÈ 


Toh AEG’ vech 
IS ET ك‎ 


14 (a) How easy is it for your to find programme listings for the BBC World Service radio 
and for BBC World and BBC Prime television where you Ilve? 
YEY oat, dJ my mn dd Tar MAN SJ vi لے ا‎ 


(b}) And how interested would you be ir listings of the BBC radia and teievislon 
services appearing in the Guardian Weekly? ی‎ 


Very ınlersslid idl Faırly Interested ‘J Not particularly interested iJ 
About You 
15 Are youi Male ıJ Female û 


16 How old are you? lnder25 25-34 35-44 45-64 55-64 65-74 For 


u 5َ ی‎ 3 َ a 3 
17 Are you: Working Studying Retired Otherwise not working 
ی‎ ( a 2 
ship to 18 


18 Which type of organisatlon do you work for? 
1 


Mining/agricutura A University/higher education © 
Manufacturing/publlc utlltles O School û 
Retalvdistributlovtrading O Medlcal/health O 
Banking/finance/nsurance . O Govemment/pubilc sector QAQ 
Medla/marketing services O Charity/non-profit making organisation OQ 
Other services O Othar, please apeclfîy O 
19 What Is your oountry of resldance? (Please wite In) 
2öla) Which of the following best describes you: 
A nailonal of your country of residence O 2 A long-term expatriate O 
An expatriate hıkely to ratum home In the next few years O A duel cilzen O 


b}) What ls your natlonallty? 
(f you Nold dual cillzenship, pleasa give both natlonalitles)} 


21 Ifyou would like to enter the prize draw please write In.your name and address below. 
Name: : SE E : : 
; Address: 


Emel: E E 1 Phone: و ي‎ 

` A1 detalis you proude I! be treated confıdenllally 1 E me 
` IF YOU HAVE ANY FURTHER COMMENTS ABOUT THE GUARQIAN WEEKLY PLEASE INCLUDE 
THESE ÖN A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER Tn r 
I ` Tek ifils box yol do not went iû enter;the prize draw . ج‎ 


aire to: Nigel Jacklin, Objective Research, Normans Bay, Pevensey, East Sussex, BN24 6PU, UK 


en n u oly o | ] (FG GUardianWeekly Lz Monpr pDıPromATrQvEe readers survey 


„|` Postcode/zip:: ED REE 


played women. 

Being ınemplo 111 j e 
wil ا‎ n tpl a e i en | with this issue ol he Guardlan Weekiy you will have received the third of three nnontthly issues of 
that entails. I1 also means being pact of 1a Monde diplomatique in English. We Intend to launch this as a regular monthly feature for subscribers 
group whose riglıl to a job is recognised. b1 njanuary 1399, If you want to subscribe Immediately at an .advantageoue rate, fll in the 
there are many grey areas on the fringes oli coupon on page 3 of this month's Le Monde diplomatique and send It to your local 
labour market thal ure mostly made up of] 
wumen. Women who are not pail unemploy. e would be Interested to hear your opinions of the three trial issues we have published, so that we can 
ment benefit, women wito have given up lok: | iya-fune ihe new edition. li you return your completed questlonnaire by the survey close dete of 
ing for ù juh, housewives releguted 1o inactisi 13th your name will be entered Into a prize draw In which you can win one of 30 free 
ly. Whatever. Bul Ihey all add up to pockets of of Guardian Year (a selecllon of lhe besi Guardian articles of lhe year edited py John Ezard). 


e E hE fringe ۲ joblessness, Whktî | nave entrusted the survey analysis lo Objecilve Research, who WII treat your reply in the strictest 
SUC SU Is Of unemployment. ! confidence, as guaranteed by the Code of Conduct of the European Soclely for Opinlon and Marketing 


As u vonsequlence, there has been a rel Research. The questionnaire should 
explosiun in under-employmenl since | . E SS E 


eurly IJK. Insecurity his been introduced j Thank you for taking the time to help us with our reasearch. 
the workplace in various guises since the mid 
1970s: temporary work, Tixed-lerm conlracts, — 
all sorts of raining xhemes, anl now job oe: Pec ns o 
ullun Contracts, 
In 1998 [nsec recorded 1.6 million peupk | Edtur 
under-employed — hasic:ılly thiase who sil ; THE GUARDIAN WEEKLY 
they wished to wurk more. Like lhe une 
ployed, nuıny uf them are women — in pti , 
ulur, purl-liıne workers. tıı Frunce 83% o ,f, How long have you been a subscriber/reader of the Guardian Weekly? 
part-time workers dire women, compared wil: 


un averuge of RI for the EU as ù whol. | 1 year or less iJ belween 6 and 9 years آ۳ا‎ 
However, in France, unlike many of il, belween 1 and 3 years 2 10 or nore years û 
Europcin ncighhuurs, parl-lime working Ki! belween 4 and 5 yéars 3 


recent phenomenon. 

HÛ was ts flill-time workers thilt WOM 2, On average, how many Issues out of four of the Guardian Weekly do you read or look at? 
Hooded on to 1he job market in the 196% 2 8 
Part-time work Jil kıt appear in Fran wil ك د3 ن4‎ 1 or less 13 
ıhe early IYSOS when here wer ihoul 13 
million part-timers cumpared with 3.8 milli 3J 18 thls copy of the Guardtan Weekly: 
induyı. The growth in puırt-tiine working Wr a glft suke rir J hip lo 4 tought J answer tl 
conseqUence of unemployment. Parti yr Owr/hotiSel ld suFSeiripallkirs J kip tO «f someone ak? rrp Joh lod 
crisis lime. However, it canines lok 
cl as “recunviling family snd warkit b}) Which of the following best describes why you buy the Guarcllan Weekly fron tho 
life" and giving wamen flexibility. WhrÎ news-stand, rather than by subscription? 


Jumen? For w' 1 u? 
women? For whit kind of wuges? IJi NGL biy ıl regularly ا‎ halal + prêler (O buy 3 


"The reualily ıs stark. Dumeslic cleaner. 3 5 E 
a IL ا‎ stalf, child-ie- 2 Ay Or prt û Hid ral ل لااو قادن دصنونع؛ عطان د‎ 
shup it its, 8 WL NIplION Qelvery toi bli ل‎ 


ders. ultive workers — houw mily are 1» 
working split shifls for a monthly income bl 
is scarcely a living wage? Over ihe years parr 
time working has become a fori of under 
employment reserved for women {6) ~3 —. 
process uf hidelen impoverishment. Hidden’ 


because very mention of parl-tiint working le Monde diplomati que In English 


4 Arethere any particular improvements you would llke to see in the Guardian Weekly? 
"tasê eııla ın) 


mudldicul with talk af "chaice" and exible 0: 
Tue Woking Prt i uye FÊ PW many of the three Issues of Le Monde diplomatique In Engllsh Included In 
AlJI discussion of part-time working foc recent coples of the Guardlan Weekiy did you read or look at? 


on the question uf time — coaveniemMly ee) 
ing Over the mautier vf wagcs. Bul part-time | 
working means part-tiinec Wags. And hur j 6 
reds uf {housiuls of women are working r Le Monde diplomatique ls publlshed every month In French. Before receiving the 
less Ihan Ihe husie miniınunı wage, There &';  anslated coptes with the Quardlan Weekly had you: 


ne known figures. 1 : Never heard of La Monde diplomatlque 3 heard of It bul never readilt O 
Bul ù recent French study (7) sho read it occaslonally In French O read lt regulariy in French O 
women have ROS of lhe low and ا‎ read it via Ihe Engllsh Internat version or In olher iranslated versions A 
salaries (Ilhose below the monthly 0 
WREE) ‘ail ihnt Aie Yan majory 2 Itisa lOverall, how would you rate the edltlona of Le Monde diplomatique in English 
(77%) come from arl ie eople Ineluded with the Guardlan Weekly? 
rocess of pnuperisalion (whic! ۳ 
be quick lo point oul 0 e Excallent O Good û Far û Poor Q 
ales) and the crealion of a fringe 
1 0 ك‎ people who are not unemployeh What are your maln reasons for giving this rating? (Please write In) 


not excluded, not on social security, but NR CEE 
work without managing to make a living. An 


the vast ınajorily of (hem are women. . y1! ر س‎ 


1 illion people regis | 'g 
iO wk Eat as tumed e Are thera any changes or Improvements you would Ilke to see when Le Monde 


form of blackmail in the workplace. que In English Is published on a regular basls? 

unspoken fear of redundancy has led 1 pê | > 

sure to reduce wages and threats o inek ب ج ا‎ : 

hours of work. This has not reduced Buti): س‎ 
ق‎ E E E 


determination to stay in thé job market 
A number of statements about Le Monde diplomatique In Ënglish are given below. 


30 2 13 none 3 


ing o 
has started a trend towards the feminisif 
poverty — and this time oh this si 


1 e indicate th dl with each of them. 
Atlantic. wot © extent to whlch you agree or disagree 
lcoln Green™®™" | | م‎ : 
ا ا ا ا ا ا‎ 
(l) Employment in Europe 1996, Commiselon o Fs ancl! cor 2 2 o ۳ 0. 
European Communities, Brussels. Luxembot nplement to the Guardian Weekly ا‎ 
i21 Eurostat, Enquête sur les forces do travail. | . Hsartlcles,are too out of date a BD: - 
1996. “mses résuillals Na RÛ Tmane, LL u 
{3) 1998 Surrey 2 Bployment, Insee rês ن‎ 8 the arilcias arê too oj ated 3 E 
618, 198 pages, 149 F. ۴ des fet cOvers a broad rğ r 8 0 “A 
Teresa Toms, Chûnlages, in La place e | f 2 range ol important Issues '. 
ar Flom et de e 2 E ene ا‎ li has notable cöntribulors .0 a 
Décou . 8 ١ 4 ط‎ 8 
a ا‎ Ts Pg guur-cROmARÊ a 4 ۳ itis loo brie/there iş nol ehough In ft 3 
1 ralsans eurapédennes, o fil | f... WOuld -depth ane 2 : 
aruanl ted) Les nouvelles frontier e Ty mare 10 read the Franch language gdltlon... 3 
Hommes er Jepimes sur le itarche dP * ° Would recommend it io ã Haid ûr cûleagus . 
. equality Öf translaiton is good ا‎ 9 


Découverie-Mage, Paris, I98: ' ل‎ | ee 
{6) See Margaret Maruani and Chantal cals, 4* د‎ 


des dames, Syros, Paris, H989. . ن‎ 
(7) .Plerre Conclaldl and.Sophls FP nthleux: ا‎ 
salnires en France, Dares-Ires Report, Docume! a 
Dares No. 15, Octdber 1997. 2 


Hard times for working women 


س ا وی 


DIELOMATIQUL 


و و روک ھکد یی ہے سر رد 


JOB CENTRE 


BY MARGARET MARUANI 
crealed hard-core areas where women are critical among young people under the age 
under-represented and under-empluyed — of 25. 
areas tltat have corue (o be accepted as ınale- The study shows {hat a quarter of young 
dominated zones, And it has spelled Ihe end people on the labour mirket ire unemployed. 
of professional equality. But if you break the figures down according 


for 


The question [or the future is nol, AS we to sex, the rate is 22% for men aml 30% 


might have fcared, thal a woman's place is in women. The breakdown by socinl/profession- 
the honte, ever though technocrats and gov- al group also revenls major disprities: 5% for 


for 


ermnments fondly iinagine from time to time professionuls and executives, but 15% 


1hat some kind of "mother's wage” might per- female white-collar workers und as much as 
suade women to quit ihe job market and make 20% for fenıale manunl workers. This stile of 
way for men, But which jobs would they affairs is nol new, bul who bothers 10 mention 


ing 


vacate? Would uneınployed men be willing (o it? 
replace woımen in their (raditional jobs as The silence is all (he more deufen 


nurses, secretaries, check-out staff, cleaners? becmise the rhetoric nbout unemployment is 


And how much would women have (o be generally targeted at particular groups. We 
“paid” to leave their jobs? hear aboul youth unemployment, gradunte 

The rhetoric about women being “fulltime unemployment, unemployment among the 
wives and mıothers" is really about legitimis- unskilled, the over-40s, ete. This masks one 


ing inequality. The suggestion that women very simple phenomenon: the selectivity of 
night withdraw silently irom the job market unemployıment reflects the most enduring of 


and 


and do nothing implies that their righis in te social inequalities ~~ those of gender 
matter are of no importance, subject as ever lO social class, 


the contingencies of the moment, For them to Clearly there are unemployment “tolerance 
be unemployed is less of a problem than it is thresholds” based on sacial criteria. Which 
for men. brings us back to lhe question of the right to 


Bui women's unemployment is deeper and work, If the high level of female unemploy- 
more structural than men's. What the past 20 ment is so invisible, it is not because of 
years shows is that there is under-employment ignorance or indifference. It has its roots In 
among women, The figures are clear enough: something much deeper: our tolerance of 


not 
the 


in France, less than half the people in work unemployment among women (4). This is 
are women — but they constitute more than peculiar to France. It is the case in all 


half of the unemployed. A survey by the countries of the European Union (5) —— in 
National Institute for Statistics and Economic 1996, 9,8% of men and 12.4% of womên were 


Research (Itısee) in 1998 {3) shows that the unemployed. 


overall unemployment rate (11.8%) breaks ‘There is another, less well-known disparity: 
down into 10.2% for men and 13.8% for when women are unemployed, they get far 
women. ll affects all age and social/profes- lower benefits than men, In the EU, orie 
sional groups, but the situation is particularly unemployed man in two receives unemploy- 
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ESPITE 20 years of masa unemploy- 

ıment and against all forecasts, the 

number of working women irı Europe 

continues to rise. This concerns many 
pcaple, especially when the enforced reduc- 
tion in working hours is becoming a perma- 
nent feature of lhe French — and European —— 
economic scene, 

Just when il seenus fair ta share out (hat rare 
commodity called work, wornen want more of 
il. There is something perverse aboul this. 
Women's determination (o wark seems out of 
place, even unjustified — or at ony rale less 
justified than that of men, What is evident for 
men is incidental for women or so it seems. 

Women lave not had an automatic riglıl lo 
a job during these past (wo decades of unem- 
ployment. Various clichés about women's 
"freedom" not to work have conveniently sur- 
faced. Yet they have stubbormly remained in 
the Inbour market, even at the price of wors- 
ening working conditions ind growing job 
insecurity. 

On the eve of the millennium, female 
employment continues its irresistible rise: 
there ar¢ now nearly 11.7 million working 
women in Frince compared with 6.5 million 
in 1960Û. Aud the same phenomenon can be 
tnund right across Europe. The feıninisation 
uf the workforce is proceeding rpace, while 
male employment is statie or in decline. 
Bciween 1975 and 1995 lhe number of men in 

the wûrkforce renıaincd steady al around B6 
million. But over the same period the nuntber 
of working women shot ııp ~~ from 45 nıillion 
to 6I million (1). 

In the 1960s women made up only around 
30% of Europe's working population. By 
1996 this had risen to more than 42.5% (2). 
Su the [980s (which ushered iıı mass unem- 
ployment) had no effect on the move towards 
a more gender-balanced labour market that 
had begun 40 yeers earlier. Moreover this is 
the first time in the history of wage-earning 
that women have invaded ihe labour market 
during a period of high unemployment. 

But this advance has had its price. It has 


Margaret Marutni is a sociologist at the 
Centre nationale de la recherche nationale 
(CNRS) 


Politics of 
archaeology 


HE exhibition now on at the 

IMA, Frédéric Edelmann 
and Emmanuel cle Roux write, 
closea witlı a giant aerial phota- 
graph of the Lebanese capital, 
Beirut, taker iı 1995, It yhowa 
a vast expanse of building sites 
and archaeological excavalons. 
On display are soıne recently 
uncarthcdl relica, but they give 
poor idea of the artisanal ancl 
cultural genius of the Phoeni- 
clans, who founded the city. 

The image suggunts that 
Lebanon's ancient heritage in in 
safe hands. Bul, na we have 
xcen in placen like China imıcl 
Taratl, nrchacology canı casily be 
manipulatecl for polilical ends. 
In Lebanon it has becn uscd as il 
stalking horse for the property 
speculation and haphuzarcl tow 
planning thnt have blightecl 
Beirut and other cities. 

Hidden hehind the veil of 
archneologicul respectability’ is 
the ongoing mussucre of 
Lebanon's heritage which, nine 
yenrs afler (he cenıcl of the civil 
war' in L989, is thrcalcning its 
most vulnerable sites, Including 
those protected hy the Unesco 
World Heritage Convention. 

Muauy Buirul sorks (markets) 
have vanishecl, somme in wartime 
(Sursok andl Nourieh), ulhers at 
the hands uf post-war demolition 
gangs {(Tawilch and Ayass). 
Almost nothing remains of 
districts like Gharghoul, Mar 
Maroun and Wacli Abou Jmil, 

Since 191 the centre of 
Beirut has been under threat, 
after A private properly ancl 
finantt frm, Sulidere, acquired 

130 heclarea caı'marked for 
renovation, The company, whose 
links with Rafic Hariri, the 
Lebanese prime minister, are 
well known, has also given gener- 
ously to Belrut's archaeologists. 

The ancient city of Tyre, 
despite Unesco proteclon, is 
now also under threat. The new 
developers intend to carry out 
archaeological digs before par- 
celling aut land in what retnalng 
of the ancient centre, now the 
“green lung” of the modern 
metropolis. Similar plans are 
being considered for Salda (an- 

clent Sidon), Tripoli and even 
Byblos. 

In expandiog or atlll war- 
blighted citiea, clashes between 
those who defend the past and 
those who are prepared to invent 
a future are inevitable. 
Altogether different is the policy 
which dı'awa a distinction be- 
tween archaeological finds from 
antiquity and an archltecturai 
heritage dating from a more re- 
cent past, and which argues that 
the latter should be demolished 
to make way for a wonderful nevy 
urban fabric, 

That 1s the role wlıich, with 
some considerable nerve and a 
clear conaclence, Lebanon's po- 
litical conmunity and econotnic 
decision-makers (they are often 
the snme people) apparently 
want archaeology to play. 

(October 31) 
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exalıple, is heavily undereslininuel. 

Eventually, engravings and photo- 
graphs bring home the fart iat all 
Ile Ireasures al Ihe IMA are shown 
nul of canlexl, snatcherl from lheir 
sîle if origin in the ruins ùf Banl- 
bek, Byblos, Tyre and Sidon. The ef- 
fect is to erase the architectural and 
urban significance of (hese places. 
The curators could have tried to 
compensate for this shortconing by 
ending the visll with a serics of 
films that take their cue more from 
the travelogue than from the schol- 
arly (locumentary. Unfortunately, 
they haven'l. 


Liban, Autre Rive, Instltul du 

Monde Arabe, Paris. Closed 

Sunday and Monday. Until April 30. 
(October 31) 


the tvo Adèles, Hugo's still 
statuesque wife and his dauglıter, a 
woman with a beautifully melan- 
cholic face who was soon to lose her 
sanity. 

Photograply provided a point of 
transition between everyday Island 
life, which was not always conge- 
nisl, and the writer's imagination. lt 
was also a way of keeping İn contact 
with the world outside the islands 
and binding together his circle of 
close friends. 

These piclures also mark (he 
beginning of the mave towards 
amateur photography inteuded for’ 
family consumption (hence the 
albums) and printed in sımall 
formats. And with the switch from 
daguerreolypes to piinls on paper, 
it became all the more easler to 
sustain the [egend of the lonely, 
indomitable poet. 


Victor Hûgû, Photographé de xil, 


Musée d’Orsay, Paris. Closed 
Monday. Unt January 20. 


Dans I'Irrtirnlté d'Hautevitle House, 
Melson Victor Hugo, Paris. 
Closed Monday. 

`` ۰; {November 7)... 


A Iıreasure which tclis the stury of Lebunon's past: a terracolia mask 
from the 8th century BC, found in Tyre 


to Charles's | 


lhe origins anl fault lines {hat now 
divide the Lebanesı:. 

Indevd, al his puinl, it is no 
lunger the lubianese whi seem tu 
be constructing heir own history, 
but travelers from Europe, fn the 
I%Mb century. the urchaeologists, 
writers, draughtsmen and photogra- 
phers who visited Lebanon had an 
exiraordinary thirst for knowledge. 

This recourse to an exlernal point 
of view unfortunately favours the 
picturesque al the expense of the 
scientific. It has the political merit of 
being ııeutral and disembodied, and 
1lıus not offensive lo any faction, bul 
ihe cost is higlı. This Lebanon ol the 
ermlrs comes acrass as a land of 
knowledge gained from abroad, 
where the role of indigenous print- 
ing, magazines and the press, for 


0 ا 
lor omit mal) | VICCOr Hugo through the camera’s eye‏ 


that needs to die at the hands of its - 
sister, which is trickier to pro- 
nounce but infinitely more 
beautiful: photography . . . It Is the 
photographic revolution that we 
want to bring about.” 

Hugo never abandons himself. 
He is always in control of his own 
image. He stares intently at the 
camera in a heroic pose. He is 
upright, usually with one hand held 
against the side of his forehend, and 
the other in his frock-coat. He is 
also shown in profile, gazing into 
the distaııce. 

He is no longer the “sublime 
child" discovered by . Chateau- 
briand, and not yet the .bushy- 
bearded palrlarch . of the ..Thlrd. 
Republic. He is 50 and clean-shaven. 
His face is sometimes drawn, 
sometimes fleshy. چ‎ 

‘Hugo referred 
pictures as having been taken “in 
collaboration with the sur". Charies 
the dandy’ and Vacquérie the 
bearded revolutionary’ of' 1848 also 


took portraits of visiting friends and ' 


mieihbers of the family, ‘including 


sarcophagus of Ahirom (1,000 BC) 
shows a procession of dignitaries. 
Formally, Egypt ls still present here. 
But for the first time, carvecl on its 
sides, we see the original alphabet 
invented by the Phoenicians that 
gave birth to the alphabets of the 
Western world. 

This ınelting pot of styles charnc- 
terises many of the other exhibits; a 
Greek drinking vessel in the shape 
of a boar's lıead, a Persian capital 
with a bull's head, Hellenised clıil- 
dren from Echmoun, anthropnid 
sarcophagi ımade of imnıaculale 
marble and adorned with inclis- 
putably Hellenic figures, Roman 
mosaics with Greek subtitles, andl a 
fine pensive head ûf the Roman 
emperor, Seplimus Severus. 

This is a region of many religions, 
which were either syıcrelic or 
managed lo live side by side. The 
Jupiler of Heliopolis merges with 
the native Baal. Worship of the 
Persian Mithras happily coexisted 
with the previuus cull ol Ajon- 
Kravos (a hybrid divinity consisting 
uf a youth with a lion's lad and it 
sıitke enlwinecl rotuıd his bocly’1, 

Lhrislianily amlded several new 
ingredients to this alrewuly cuupli- 
caled religious nix. But whuıt it 
begins to deal with the period frotn 
ihe ith century, when Muhiamnıed's 
horsemen swept into the region, the’ 
vxlibitiun begins lo disappoint. 

in lhe firsl place, the number uf 
vxhibits declines to almost nothing, 
‘The histury of the past 14 centuries 
is only sparingly alluded tu, will 
whole epochs — the Frankish ar 


Ottoman period, for example — 
reflecled in a manuscript or stela. 
The period of ancienl archato- 
logy does not pose any political or 
confessional problems and exals 
the legendary unity of nodcrn 
Lebanon. But after the 6llı century, 
visitors will be forced to refer lo thie 
catalogue, which turns ott fo be 
more edifying than the exhibition 
itself. One can't help feeling thal 
this incomplete overview of the 
region's medieval and modern 
history has a purpose — to avoid 
giving too detailed an interpretation 
of the more recent past, wherein lie 


of his sons Charles and François 
Victor, and Auguste Vacquerie, tie 
brother-in-law of his late and much 
lamented daughter, Léopoldine. 

Between 1852 and 18355, the 
studio produced 350 works, nıost of 
wlich were portraits printed on 
paper, but also 16 daguerreotypes. 
Hugo tried, unsuccessfully, to sell 
his pictures, Dozens of prints were 
made of ınany of the portraits, and 
sometimes (hey were collectecl 
together into albums, 13 of whiclı 
are known to have survived, 
including the famous Album des 
Proscrits (The Outlaws' Album), 
and sent to relatives or given: to 
visiting friends. 

Hugo left tlıe job of operating ıe 
camera to his: sons, especially 
Charles, and to Vacquerle. But 
there is a wealth of evidence to 


show that he took part in the setting. ' 


up ofthe photographs. 

His remarks on the photographic 
process are unambiguous, Ja 1853 
he wrote to his pibllshers, ; Hetzel: 
"Tt ls precisely ی‎ ~— heavy, 

ography — 


Lebanon's past lost 
in the melting pot 


afer AC in the Channel Islands. 


,Î inept and muddy il 


GUARDIAN WEB: 
November 22 14 


Frédéric Edelmann and 
Emmanuel de Roux 


HE exhibition Liban, Autre 

Rive (Lebanon, the Other 

Bank), now on at the Institut 
du Monde Arabe (IMA) iıı Paris, is 
al once ambitious and problematic. 
1l forms the high point of a serics of 
cvents wlıich will continue at the 
IMA uniil the end ofthe year. 


that he has heen convicted of lx: 
fraud. 
Nalali epitomises the way patrir 
age works in Cursica. Although! 
chargecl with favouritism in a publi ı 
wurks case a werk before the tke 
tion, he manaxecl lo garner suppor The exhibition opens with the 
fron politicians un both left aul. | celebrated cedar of Lebanon, which 
right, including Jean Baggioni, lw | features on the flag of the mountain- 
chıüeî negotiator with the gover, ) wus lille nalon that is hemmed in 
ment on the issue of the island'sde) | belwcen Syrla, which has 35,000 
velopment. troops on Lebanese soil, and Israel, 
Other pulilicians in the Corsa’ | wiılch ocwupies the southern part of 
gencral assembly are ınore subi, Î ils territory. 
but they clearly believe a ıolilicd The first part of the exhibitlon 
solution should take precedence cuvers 3,000 years of Lebanon's 
over law and order’ The cenlrerighl' ' past, from prehistory to the endl of 
Liberal Democrat José Rossi, a lr | late Anllquily: a period ınarked by 
mer nıinisler' whn is now preside % | buth expeclilions and invasions. The 
uf Ihe Corsican assvınbly, lıas been f Î invention of the itmport-export trade 
noliceably lukewarın in his support | is illustratecl by a wide variely of 
uf the guvernınent. Meanwhile the objects and artefacts. 
centre-left Raclival civil srrvire Iron the earliest limes the 
minister, Emile Zuccarelli, has ke | region was a crassruuds and sı has 
such a low prafile since Erigna. | been heavily influenced by the 
murder Hat be has illuwed oppr | ny powers that clined suver- 
nenls of the government to whi i ¢ignly over it. Tlie cily slales hit 
he belongs tu şgrab he political iu | emerged in the Lhird uwillennium 
light in Corsica. | IK look advantage of heii’ lucaliun 
‘The hired ibstncle is the ruh ! fo tade with their neighbours — 
upposilion lo tle way lhe oven . fireece, still in its early days, ihe 
men has handled the issue. Pek? Hittites lo the north, the Egyptian 
mination lo show decisiveness al empire 10 the souilı, and the civil- 
ihe murder of its prefect, Hi BO talions of the Tigris and Euphrites 
ernment pusherl law and order he 


. lhe cast, 
the tep of the agenda. This rapid Üretan ialluences cı also be 
alienated ordinary peuple. 


detected. But the preclominant‏ ا 
At first, Corsican public opinint Iresence was Egyptian, as can be‏ 
welcumed lhe abolition of ihe ¥’  İudgerl from many of the exhibits,‏ 
lem of exemplive privileges including an obelisk with liero-‏ 
palronage, which previous gover yj ¥lphs mentioning “Abishemou,‏ 
ınenis hal kept in place in an eflt 1 krinceof Byblos"; graceful offerings‏ 
lo secure civil peace on the cher in the form of liippopotami; dog-‏ 
But it cil nwt 1ake long before lt | feted baboons and crocodiles (all‏ 
tighter procedures began lû | hund round the Nile); and slender‏ 
versely affect Corsicuns' dally rh !: filed bronze figurines.‏ 
Many people concluded that Ih. A clear link with Mesopotamia‏ 
xovernmenl was concentrating “n be found in a thin ivory plate,‏ 


۳ di . : 
ıuueh on minor offences, andl lettin . ‘Scûvered in Byblos, which depicts 
the big fish escape. The fact nr Nlghting. The superb 
wheels uf justice move so slo ıi htsmanship and the ferocity of 
helpeul to reinforce this iınpressi0® | Scene attest to ils origins, 

‘The disgruntlement Was 0 frieze on the monumental 


bated by overzealous enforcement’ 
regulations in banking and adminis 
iration: overdrafts banned. 


grounds, demolition orders slapped i 


on centuryold buildings bec | : | Michel Guerrin and 
hey did not e to he law. | Emmanuel de Roux 

In response to the In i 
application of government Tre photograph shows a seated 
tives, Bonnet himsel, whe li | aga rl acing the camera wilh his 
dressing the Corsican assem |: ! ds clasped together, He is wear- 


! | EA ark frock-coat and is bathed 


أ 
| 
ipe at the public aul |;‏ 

took a swip 1 in a pool of light. The collar of his 


tles: they had, he clalmed, ê“. 
make up for a long period of liy 
or inaction by over-zealou' 

ing regulations. 


jir has been pulled down over a 
j urinous choker. He has a huge 
Tehead, and hair long enough to 
i his ears. His eyes are shut. 
| ho Hugo has written on the 
i oll, in approximate Span- 
Huy O Hugo listening to God." 
tir Lowers above all the other 
CS who feature in the movik 
RÎ E. exhibition . of photo- 
in ep: and writings now 
Ce lhe Musée Orsay. His pres- 
show 5 equally dominant in the 
at the Maison Victor Hugo, 
lean member of.the Repub- 
into „‘Hugo..was forced 


in a bind, lf it con 
trate on law and order at 
pense of 4 political 

violence will continue. Bu 
to sustain its canıpalgn lo in! اسي‎ 
the rule of law on Corsica, gire 
lose some ا 1 ل‎ 

the solemn pledges I : 
dent Jacques Chirac and thé pirê 
minister,, Lionel Jospin. 
balancing act is clearly 


Success would ,set & ۳ 
ta other reglona of Franc ê 


Ce | f the 
ébartement on the Î trough, OUP of 1851 which 
nl e e ا‎ o Shari, po Eon Tone. 
۰ e E EE Rerwards Hugo set up a 
ا ووا‎ Molographle studio, with the Help 
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Corsica remains 
beyond rule of law 


Jacques Follorou 


N OCTOBER 3l, during 
the deliberations of the 


Corsican assembly, the 
prefect for the Corsican region, 
Bernard Bonnet, was asked by 
nationalist members when lhe 
thought Iu: wuuld leave lhe island. 
His scathing reply was unusual ior a 
representative of the government: "Î 
shall go when your friends stop 
racketeering, when your friends 
stop killing peûple at village fêtes, 
when your friends stop planting 
bombs." 

Bonnet's response was synıpto- 
matic of feelings that are still run- 
ning high in Corsica 10 months aller 
tle murder of his predecessor, 
Claude Erignac. But it shuukl nol be 
allowed to obscure the cssential 
message of his speech, which was 
that the government's pulicy of in- 
troduciny the rule of law in Corsica 
is by no means nssured ol success, 
“Were nol al ihe beginning of the 
end of lhat pulicy,” he said. "We're 
nol even al tle end of the beggin 
ning. We're al the beginning uf the 
beginning." 

The government faces lhree seri- 
ous obstacles in ils efforts (o apply 
ihe full force of republivan law on 
the islancl. The first is the increas- 
ingly hard line taken by Corsican 
xeparalist groups, who continue to 
use bomba antl murder Hs political 
WeApOns. 

‘The police say young nationalisl 
extremists, groomed by old hancls 
in the independence movement, are 
becoming lıcrcasingly powerful, 
and are forcing out those leaclers 
who have favuıtretl a mure moclet- 
ale approach. 

The impict of lhis resurgent 
hardline amdionalism has been nıay- 
nifiel by the (dlivisions in Iw main 
urganisallons. Their 
most recent leaders have Iriel lo 
recrenle a unified movemenl, bul 
with cach new Internal crisis they 
have become increasingly disered- 
iled in the eyes of rank-and-file 
activists. Their numbers have also 
dwindled as the judicial system has 
at last begun to flex its muscles. The 
result is that the leaders of the 
nationalist camp are no longer in 
control of the situation, 

The effect of these political tern 
sions has been to push the issue of 
law and order on to the sidelines. 
Underground groups are demand- 
ing that the state come up with a 
political solution to the Corsican 
problenı before dealing with legal 
matters. And there are signs that 
ordinary people are also starting to 
believe that political solution is 
more pressing than a return to the 
rule of law. 

In the context of this worsening 
situatlon, the government faces a 
second major obstacle: it cannot 


count on the support of Corsica's . 


elected representatives. Perhaps 
echoing thelr constituents, they 
appear not to want the rule of law to 
be introduced.elther. They said as 
much recently, when they sup” 


ported the neo-Gaullist, Paul Natali, - 


over the outgoing leftwing candi 


date ft the recent senatorial elec- | 


tionş, Natali, a former president. of 
the. Haute-Corse general council, 
won the elections despite the fact 


‘nationalist 


PHOTÛ ALEXANDER ZEMLIANICHENR 


All these figures ure no doubt 
completely ınureliable. According to 
several Western experts, almost 50 
billion roubles have already been in- 
jected into the bankrupt banking 
system. There is even controversy 
over the implementation of the 
fourth quarter's emergency budgel. 
The government says it will remain 
within the expected buclget cleficit 
of 60 billion roubles, But the daily 
Konımersanl, after (lolng ils sums, 
reckons the actual deflcit will 
amount lo 118 billion roubles. 

The bandying about of such 
wildly differing figures left Pri- 
nıakov unfazecl. He emerged dead- 
pan fron his meeting with members 
of fhe Duma, describing their dis- 
cussion as “very useful", 

(November 12) 


main parameters had not yet been 
ascertained. 

Estimates as to the quantity of 
banknotes being printed have been 
equally imprecise. “If the issue 
lakes place, it will be minimal,” 
Primakov had sail. On October 34, 
Zadlornov talked of 20 billion rou- 
bles in 1998. On Novenıber 2, 
Maslyukov said “a maximum of 12 
billion roubles". Two days later, he 
sald "nol more tlıan 15 billlon this 
year, ancl 3035 billion next year", 

On November 11 Zaclornov came 
up with yet another figure: "A maxi- 
munı of 25 billion roubles in the last 
quarter of 1998." And in 1999? "The 
volume of the issue has not been de- 
termined,” he replied, while lis col- 
league Maslyukuv ınentioned a 
figure of 130 billion roubles. 
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. Russia fails to 
get to grips 
with figures 


Frarçole Bonnet In Moscow 


HEN governments are faced 

wilh a situation they can’l 
control, they normally set then 
selves clear objectives andl a firm 
agenda. On November 10, the Russ- 
ian prime minister, Yevgeny Prima- 
kov did precisely thal. when he and 
his ministers unveiled (thelr propos’ 
als for Russia's alling economy at a 
closedl session of (he Duman. Unfor- 
tunately all that emerged from the 
meetiig was an vxtrnordinary 
flurry of conflicting figures. 

The first deputy prime minister in 
charge of the economy tind fînance. 
Yuri Maslyukoav, presented various 
scenarios to the Duma. Tlıe: best 
scenario was a 1999 budget with a 
2 per cent surplus, 30 per cent 
arınual inflation and a stabilised 
rouble. The conditions under which 
thıis coulkl be achieved were 
straightforward: Russia would nee] 
the lnlernalional Monetary Fund to 
release û $4.4 billion loan whiclı lıas 
been frozen since Septenıber. 

The worst scenario, involving ı10 
extra international fiance, woukl 
mean 300 per cent inflation, a plum- 
meting national currency, and the 
printing of 130 billion roubles. But 
the government said other scenar- 
ios, somewhere between those (wo 
exl'emes, were also under consider- 
ation. 

Disconcerted ' Duma members 
were not anıused. When would the 
draft budget be adopted, tlıey 
wanled to know. There acl been 
talk of November 15; and November 
17 and 19 had also beerı mentioned. 
“We've got till December 1," lhe 
firance nıinister, Mikhail Zadornov, 
rulecl on Navenıber {0. But that 
same day he acldled (lat it would be 
"pr'emalure Lû fix" a budget wlıen its 


cignty. The RPCR, on the other 
hand, secs the accords as a 
means of strengthening peace 
and prosperity under the protec- 
tive wing of the republic. 

The more optimistic members 
in both camps hope that this 
fresh period of forced power- 
sharing introduced by the tripar- 
tite Nouméa accords will forge 
their common destiny along the 
tines of “Two colours, a aingle 
people”, the original slogan of the 
Union Calédonienne, the oldeat 
and main party in the FLNKS., 

But that goal is atill a long way 
off. Although the Kanak elec- 
torate once again voted as In- 
structed by the FLNKS, the 
movement's leaders face a grow- 
ing challenge from young 
Kanaka who see no changes for 
the better in their dally lives. 

In the loyalist camp, cries of 


the “Lafleur system”, which is . 


seen as t00 authoritarlan and 
paternalistic, are' increasingly 


tempted to vote with the rump of . 


hardliners who continue to yearn 
for the “good old colonial days”. 
What New Caledonian society 


has yet to understand is what it . 


means to live in a true multi-cul- 


tural environment. Unless it can ' 


Tearn these lessons, it will fall at 
the last aud most difficult hurd 
of decolonişatlon, . 

. (November 10) 


A step closer to self-rule 


appronwh to the troubled rela- 
tionship betwcen France and its 
colony. The then prime minister, 
Michel Rocard, aucceeded in 
bringing together Jean-Marie 
Tjibaou, the emblematic head of 
the separatists, and Jacques 
Lafleur, the powerful leader of 
New Cafedonia’s European com- 
munity, 

Tjibaou paid for his audacity 
with his life at the hands of 
Kanak extremists, leaving the 
way open for Lafleur to consoli- 
date hia position at the expense 
of his compatriots, who are 
hulled by anı easy life into not car- 
ing too much about the future, 

Today things are quieter, and 
the substance of the Nouméa ac- 
cords is fortunately less subject 
to the pressure of events than 
were the Matignon accords 10 
years ago. But the government ia 
still taking an equally long shot. 
In the referendum, both sup- 
porters and opponents of inde- 
pendence responded with a 
massive 72 per cent “yes” vote, 
The problem is thia means dif- 
ferent things to different people. 

For the FLNKS, the next 15- 
20 years wil be a necessary 


period of learning how to govern 


before assuming complete sover- 


EDITORIAL 


N NOVEMBER 8, the pop- 

ulation of New Caledonia 
votedl resoundingly in favour of a 
referendum which marked a fur- 
ther step towards eventual inde- 
pendence ftom France. The 
referendum came in the wake of 
last May's Noumén accords, 
which were signed by the French 
prime miniater, Lionel! Jospin, 
and the two partes that had put 
thelr names to the 1988 
Matignon accords on New 
Caledonia — the meparatist 
Socialist Kanak National 
Liberation Front (FLNKS) and 
the “loyalist” Rassemblement 
pour 1a Calédonie dane la 
République (RPCR)., 

There is good reason to be op- 
timistic about the results of this 
referendum; indeed the fact that 
the partes have got this far ia a 
substantial achievement in itself, 
„But the goal of independence re- 
malns a long way off, 

The turning point came in the 
wake of the tragedy of the Ouvéa 
cave, where 2] gendarımes and 
separatists died in a gun battle. . 
This ‘tragic, incident provided the 
impetus for a more constructive 
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E-mail'education@citrans. org. uk 
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Distance learning courses in law 


Courses for the University of London 
LL.B (External Programme) 


Two year post graduate law courses run in 
association with De Montfort University 
® PGDL {Graduate Conversion to Law) 
® Masters in Business Law 
wide choice of course options 


Full range of courses for the 
Institute of Legal Executive examinations 


ILEX Tutorial College 
Contact quoling ref: GW3 
Lorraine Richardson, Professional Programme Director, ITC 
College House, Kempslon Manor, Kempston, Bedford MK427AB 


Tel: +44 {0) 1234 844309 E-mail: J.richardson@ilex-tulorial.ac.uk 
Fax: +44 (0) 1234 841373 Web: http /Awww.llex-tutorlal.ac.uk 


CENTRE FOR 
PSYCHOTHERAPEUTIC STUDIES 


MA'S BY DISTANCE LEARNING 


MA/DIPLOMA in PSYCHOANALYTIC STUDIES 
A pluralistic course exploring 4 range of psychoanalytic theories and 
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contemporary Issues of psychoanalysis and cultural theory Including 
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more adept at analysing and understanding this complex fiald 
from a number of different perspectives. 
MA/DIPLOMA In DISABILITY STUDIES 

An Innovative courê6, equally concerned with the experience of 
disability and tha improvameni of practice. A wide tanga of 
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» Marketing 
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FREEPOST LON8987 
London WIE 4EN 
Telephone +44 {0) 1782 644091 
Fax datalls to +44 (0) 1782 642021 
emall - IBA-UK@dlal.plpex.com. 
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Study by Distance Learning 
The College offers an innovatlve range of courses 
« Study at home 
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Theatre Studies BA (Hons) 
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Starting polnt for BA courses January euch year 50 
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Increasing numbers of students iıre tanking British degrce courses 
without setting foot on a UK university campus 


PHT CFF 


systems strarldlle naliakıl bound’ 
aries. 


The Internatıaonalisatian of Higher 
Educatıon: Exporting Education t2 
Developing and Transitlonal 
Econonnles, by Paul! Bennell and 
Terry Pearce, Instituta of 


Development Studles, Universily ol 


Sussex, Brighton BN1 9RE. 
Emall: Ids.Dooks@sussex.ac.uk 


UNIVERSITY For a praspectus contact! 


the report believe. As bırsiness be- 
contes global, so tlie advanlages — 
indeed necessity — of international 
qualifications will increase. People 
in developing ancl transitional coun- 
ries want the competitive advaı- 
tage of a recognised qualification 
such as the MBA while interna 
tional companies want training and 
education they understand, espe- 
cially when integrated production 


driven by the new universities, 
which account for two-thirds of 
ûverseas validated courses. In con- 
Irast many of the older liniver'sities, 
including Oxford, Cambridge, 
Durham and Edinburgh had none 
of these courses abroad, which the 
report attributes to “a desire on 
their part to maintain the interna- 
tional slatus and exclusiveness of 
their qualifications". 

For the Sussex researchers the 
key question is to what extent olher 
countries will also altempt to inter- 
nationalise their education services 
for monetary gain. “We believe that 
Ausiralia and the UK are market 
leaders and that the majority of de- 
veloped industrial economies will 
follow tlıeir lead during Ilıe next five 
to 10 years. There are already clear 
signs that universities aıd examina- 
tion bodies in other couıntries (ınost 
notably Canada ancl South Africa) 
are becoming increasingly active in 
exploiting overseas education and 
training ınarkets," 

The Sussex report concludes: 
“Tradle in knowledge and skills will 
grow exponentlally as the pressure 
on governments to create ‘higlı 
skill societies continues to intensify 
and trade barriers are elinıiuated 
with tle enforcement of Worle 
Trade Organisation provisions." 

Overseas investors will increas- 
ingly establish their own campuses, 
aııd governments in developing and 
transitional countries will encour- 
age therm to do so, the authors of 
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franchises to companies ard entre- 
preneurs n overseas countries tO 
produce their products under 
tighly defined ard rigorously 
enforced conditions, so too are a 
rapidly growing number of universi- 
ties franchising otlıer overseas insti 
tutions to offer their qualifications.” 

They paint a picture of cut-throat 
global competition involving private 
investors and coınpanies as well as 
universities, and predict potentially 
dire effects for institutions i devel 
ûping countries which are Hikely to 
lose out to British, American and 
Australian universities proınoting 
prestigious and portable qualifica- 
tions. "Just as trade liberalisation 
lias resulted in large swaths of the 
industrial sector being wiped out in 
many countries, as higher educa- 
tion becomes increasingly priva- 
tised, then the threat posed by 
loreign providers becomes equally 
real,” note Bennell and Pearce. 

Big money is involved, although 
the authors admit reliable figures 
for UK education exports are not 
available. The Department of Trade 
and Industry estimates foreign êx- 
change earnings from education 
were at least $15 billion in 1997, up 
from less than $12 billion the previ- 
ous year — wilh overseas stuclents 
accounting for about half of that. 
Bennell and Pearce estimate that 
overseas validated courses are now 
worth $410 million a year to British 
universities. 

In Britain the growih has been 


University degrees, ike hamburgers and soft drinks, have become one more 
‘product’ which can be franchised to overseas suppliers, writes Donald MacLeod 


Education goes global 


VERSEAS students now ac- 

count for almost one in five 

sludenis at British universi- 
ties — antl lhe nımbers look set to 
grow cven more rapidly in future. 
While the influx af foreign students 
and the frantic altempts of British 
higher education institutions to re- 
eruit them have received plenty of 
publicly, a quiel revolution has 
gone unnoticel. For an increasing 
prnportion of these students are nat 
“al universily In Britaln al idl —- 
they Mnilow Iheir audlies antl brave 
exams qul assessment in their 
home states without sciting foot on 
a British campus. 

There have long been pure dis- 
ıance learning packages available to 
pcople through the London ııniver- 
sily external degrees or the Open 
University. But the mushrooming of 
hybritî "overseas validatecl courses", 
as they are called, wlıere UK univer- 
silies franchise their degrees to 
insiittulions abroad, las been 
phenomenal. Virtıelly unknown 
10 years ago, they now boast an esti- 
mated 140,000 students enralled a 
British universities, according to a 
studly by Sussex univer'sily’s Insti- 
tute of Development Studies. 

The report by Paul Bennell and 
‘Terry Pearce argues thls is part ofa 
process of internationalising higher 
education that will have far-reaching 
consequences for universities in 
tleveloped countries as well as the 
Third World. “Just as the Coca-Cola 
and McDonald's corporations award 
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SOF aims Io be an 2qal opportunfleg employer. 


Save the Children 


_._ ® _Working tor a better world for children 


Fax: (+44) 116 288 0823 


Florida (USA, London (Englandh 

Paris & Strasbourg (France), Heidelberg 
(Ciermuny I, Mudrld (Spuint, 

Engelberg K Luysin (Switzerland! 


Internet:http://www,carleton.ca/slals/ 
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writing, or a TOEFL scure or 55+ und a TWE, Bund 5. 
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#38, e-mall on 


3s committed {0 1 


part of ihe advocncy programme. when required. You'll need a poslgraduate degree in PW! 
intematdonal relations, social sciences or social development, or have relevant field 
experience, demonstrable practical and policy understanding of arms issues and proven 


Fo lHicalion pack please comut Charity People Response Centre quoting 
1 ele IN TIGGBSIB 0z 44 171 636 1006 or. write to them at 38 Bedford Place, 


alter the war In Somalia. Currently within Somaliland there |s titrle 
general awareness aboul eliher ihe causes of HIV mfecilon ot the 


- Jabs@clirorg or wıkte fo Unlt 3, Canonbury Yard, a0a New North Road, 


and build coalilions with NGO's, devise a media strategy and produce press releases 8: 


project managemenl experience. Experience in Africa is highly desimble. 


¥ London WCIB SIH. e-mail: response @charitypeople.co.uk Fox: + 44 171 323 1839, 
Closing date for completed applicalions: 19th December 1998. 


HCD offers a comiprehenşlve beneflts package Including, salary, 
paid, and insurance COVE. 


For more Informatlionfappllcatlan forma call ICD on 0174 704 


London Kı 7B]. Closing datar 4th January 1999. و‎ 
ICD atıs {o cheflgnğe poverly and promote development raid 
equal mpportunities. 2 5 

ICD is a department of CUR, segistered çharfty nabe 294319. 


and to dirccl an exciting new EdD programme almed at lal and cenırel 


For applicatlan Torms and further particulars please WRITE quoılny the post 
reletence number. ACOR/2§ 19 the Peronnel Department, Keele Linlversity, 
" Keele, Staffordshire ŞTS SBC or FAX yout requcst to 
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(0) 161 839 4436 


TheGuardian 
Weekly 


Responding to Conflict la offering the folowtng courses n tet? 


Working with Conflict 
Ahl ctleal, axperfance-based 26 April - 2 July 1099 
yl Tr 


Instabllily and contllct. Especially 1 
aultavie for NGO stat, ald workers, hosa ا‎ 0 0 
recanstructlon and development. Includs conic a ana 


buldlng programmes. an 


Pentecbulding 9 


RT . OLK.‏ : ا 
Belly Oak College! (E, 1048 Brtatal Roar, Birolngharn B28‏ 
NOTE 415 5841, Fax: {+44121 BAN‏ 0 8 
Emak anqnilesGrarpond qr. Nihon ttN 2‏ 4 
RA ding to Conflict provides opportunities for‏ 
and arganifaton o develop row wry ol oi on canîk‏ 


«® excellent communication and diplomatic skills; 

» atlequate experience anl understanrling in respect of the 
NGO sector and its operation, and in patticular its 
interface with government, the privute sector and other 
players in civil society. 

For an information pack, please telephone 

+44 (0) 171 930 6014, fax +44 (0) 171 839 8157, 


University of Cambridge 


WW Medieval Studies 


Full details from: Internatlonal Division, 
Universtiy of Cambridge, (Ref GY), 

` Board of Continuing Efucation, Madingley Hall, 
Madingley, Cambrtige CD3 34Q, England 
Telephone (UKHH4)1954 280280 
Fax (UKH4) 1954 280200 


Qreat Brltaln, PO1 200 
Tel: (0044) (0)1706 043831/843830 
i Fax: (0044) (0)1705 BA3039 
: E-malf: paullne.skinner@port. ac ,uk OR 
amanda .ksrby@port.ac.uk 
URL: wurw.hum.port.ac.uk/lpca/ 
OvarsBas Appiicaflons ara welcoma 
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A cemre ûl exrallenca for univerarty toaching & rasbarch 0 e a moe ior A a a ee e wÎ ! HESAS N BO Bux 100, een pried of 2 eden, Shabiy or eal rieataliorn. . 
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fi 8 iversi r axcadeı h dıı Dı The Republic of Somaiiland, (NW Somalla) was crealedin 1993 and much 

D 1 S TA N C E L E A R N 1 N G م‎ ot ol agencles concamad with relet, dovalopmant, ripiil& gd pea: | adverti sement O o ed the Deporte 0 eee bed leet (TWO POSTS, UP TO 6 MONTHS} progiess has been mafle lowards Its rehabIl allan, slablily and recovery 


MSc and Postgraduate Diploma 
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^ Environment & Development Marketing 
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Afflllaed Student Scheme 9 
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Letter from Latvia Jacqueline Karp Gendre 


Salutary salutes 


back conıplelely, I saw it was a lar- 
nished swastika and gasped. Then 
he proudly clickecl his heals, shook 
my hbarcl warmly, anl was gone, 
leaving ıne in a slate of nıild slıock. 
Lalvia enjoycd a shorlL-livedl 
independence in the {wenties and 
thirties. Then SLalin ınovecl in ane 
the Wesl just watched. So Lalvit — 
and ihe other Baltic slats — lurncel 
for help lo Hiller, wl was tlu- 
Tghlerl lo assisl, and Irol uly 
uceupivd (he cuunlry bul enrolled 
Jadviiuı yonhs iıı an SS unit. 
1 1 SS nl 
isis but 


gues avtim bom afr the 
All His nıakes uneasy hedfullows 
Lalvits mid vlhniv 
whe iecuse var ulher of 
j. Spnles of rect atnli- 
hmbings bave bren 
tl by threiuls ol vere Ruse 
sin Lol Snwtluns. 


/ r ÜÛtS art NOUV. 


une welling vake 
ancling in he cluurway s 
dill try the *k 
luckily. I's alv: 
where the majority o he population 
is stil Russian spusıking. “Runnki?" 


She askerl, Llis lime, Î w hiakiry; 
my had aul ullering tt ipluuy. 
Ll ulffkered my list uf langue 


uplions, bul fo no avail. Desp : 
wanting le conuuniate suum | 
thing, she just Dung ber arms rerull 
me antl laughed and wupl. 

Russinns are fhe unloverl uf 
Latvia Ihese Auy's, Unless 1hey were |: 
born before the sevonıl world war, 
they have lo pass a language test lo 
become Latvian citizens. Mafîosi 
can afford lo buy certificates, bul 
the majority of Russians are working- 
class and often out of work. 

A young Russian teacher [ met 
said: “J am ashamed to be Russian. [ 
can't accept what we did to the 
Baltic peoples. And yet, Î anı a Russ- 
jan Lalvian. I1 belong here. People 
say wlıy don't you go back home, 
but this is my home. I was born 
here. Stil, Russian is my language 
and I will never sit the Latvian 
language test. Never.” 

The prime minister, Cuntis Ulma- 
nis, himself deported to Siberia in 
1941, is more optiniistic, and be- 
lieves the new generation will grow 
up understanding cach other. 

The only alternative seems (o be 
emigration. And the local Engllslı- 
language Baltic Times carries an ad 
from thie Canadian governmıenl 
looking for prospective taxi drivers 


. ~~ even with a criminal record. 


POSSESS one word of Lettish, 
/ or Latvian as people say nowa- 

days. On my way up the spire of 
St Peter's in lhe Lalvian capital, 
Riga, 1 decided to iry it out. No 
sooner had I uttered "labdien" to 
the agecl lift operator than his arm 
bouncel up in a welcoming fascist 
salule and I got the cheery reply I 
wanted: “Labtlien", H was 1 sucess, 
Nat (hal cl expectecl the raised arn, 
but [ kuew my Ballies in ıdvantt, 
md summoncel up û frienly sunile, 

SL Peters isa slrange mix of stark 
Lutheran rel brick aul ornide re- 
naissance fekdrs, iid frena (hee Hit 
row vîwiıg pkllfor'm, J pize out itt 
yet ore uf Rita's vhitchual coii- 
tmlielions. birey blow, on 1u 
bnks of Ibe Diugoava, lies a kuze 
luddled red rooftops Dut frm Ihe 
ull tow: vastwards lies the ugly 
Suviel-style central market — un'igi- 
nally bull lo house Zeppclins — nnrl 
ihe universily tower block; lo tl’ 
worth, {he wide bouleverds with wir 
splendid rl HOUvCAL ıiinsiols. 

But Is nol just (he buildinEs 
which are a quirky nıixlure. The 
peuple are as well, In he centre ol 
low, (liviting oll from new, is the 
rk wilh its fall Breedom mouu- 
ıwment and ils all 10 recent menuorir's 
of bloutlshed during fhe anti-Soviet 
uprisings in HOI, Pilished sfriunile 
slaues commMemmurite the cleats ol 
Lalvian cameramen crushed by 
Suviel lauks. 

From ihal direction camer the 
soılnds of a lively political meeting. 
It was breakîng up by the lime I got 
there, but women In headscarves 
were liglıting candles and laying 
tiny bunches of willing flowers al 
the foot of the monument: guarded 
by two young soldiers. It was a 
poignant scene and I looked around 
for an interpreter who might con- 
ceivably speak something other 
than Latvian. Î picked out a ınan in 
his 60s. 1 tried English. He slıook 
his head. French. He smiled apolo- 
gelically, German? That unleashed 
his tongue. 

“The Russians deporled all our 
young to Siberia, men, women and 
children, and they massacred thou- 
sands. In {941, and again in 1949. 
Today, we remember our dead." 

Speaking German for the first 
time for so many years required not 
only an effort but brought tears to 
his eyes. Taking hold of my arm, he 
pointed towards the ministries. The 
Russians were still here, he whis- 
pered. He drew back his long rain- 
coat a little, revealing a khaki 
uniform with red edging. “Recog- 
nise that?" He half uncovered a 
medal pinned to his chest. I1 peered 
hesitantly; When he drew the cont 


A Country Diary 


Praying ` mantis, stick insects, 
dragon [lies and lar'ge spiclers are all 


. waiting to usê or house for their 


winter quarters. Our letter box, 
attached to ihe outside wall, is 
iacd by ladybirds and shield |. 
birds, which will all disappear when j’ 


. the fragis come, .Blrdsa on their 


wintêr migration paas çverhead en' 


` roule to Africa, like a skeli of cranes, 


reminiscent of Japanese prints. | 
. Squawking wildfowl wakên nıe on a |' 
mooulit 1lght south, Martins and |’ 
swallqis will pass through for some j: 
` me yet, resting and feeling. And in |. 
early December the lapwings will | 
i arrive Irom, northern Europe to 


' col 


n a wide. 
panorama below us İs often covered’ 
by a flat mist at Sunrise, aud, 
: .medleval town. 
, perched on g hilllop §km away, 


Caroline Tocknell 


OUTH-WEST France: Autimn 
in Tarn-etGarohnne, is a colour- 
ful time of year. The leaves of the 


vines turn a bright yellow or deep, 


rel before they wither. There are 
browns where sunflowers and 
sorghum ate still to be lıarvested, 


. and cattle atıd calves continııê to bé 


n neadlowa, 


grazed İn : 
The valley spread aut 


Lauzerte, the 


floats above jt, A magic castle. 


Creepy-crawles are a drawback. Î keep ûs company unlil February, 


کچ ر ا 


rn to Scotland 


The European beaver's inferior dam-bulding skills will prevent it 


PHATINSAAPH STEFAN METERS 


ing two fire engines, aclministrative 
offices aml accommodation. Some- 
lime in the lale seventies a pelrol 
tanker, faking the turn at speed, 
rolled oıı its side and slid into the 
invitingly open doors of the station, 
igniting an almiglıty conflagration, 
gutting the station. Miraculously no 
lives were lost. — Walter Slamer, 
Balt, Indonesia 


HEN 1 was five the fire station 

in my home town ir the 
Netherlands burnt down. My father 
took us to watch the blaze, It kept 
me confused for years about the 
actual meaning of "fire station", — 
Maarten Schim van der Iodf, 
Banjul, The Gambia 


Any answers? 


OES the Albanian language 

belong to the Indo-European 
grouping? If so, what are its afûli- 
ates? If not, what are its origins? 
— Ann Dowling, Manchesler 


Waa is the origin of the ex- 
preasion “white elephant”, 
used to describe an ambitious, 

but failed or redundant project? 


. — Brooke Goode, Damang, Ghana 


OW long should one waitin , 
a traffic jam before turning 


Bangkok, Thailand 


. Answêrs should be e-melled to 


weekly@guardian.co.uk, faxed io 
0171/+44171-242-0885, or posted , 
to The Guardlan Weekly, 75 Faring- 


To order a cOpy of the latest Notes &: 
Queries collection, The Last Evar' by' 
credit card please cal (+44)-1473- | 
268 888. Price £8.99, +£1 O 2 
(Europe), £3.50 (rest of thé . Or 


send achequs payable to the 


. Gùardian to! JEM Marketing, Litile 


Mead, Cranlelgh; Surrey, GUŞ 8ND. 


` off the engine? — Keith Hilehcock, 


i | don Road, London ECM 3H0. 


ا ۰ 


from disturbing Britain's fisheries 


Beavers set to retu 


HE European beaver ia set 

to return to Britain after anı 
absence of 400 years, writen 
Gerard Seenan. 

Scattish Natural Heritage is 
advising the Scottish Office to 
launch a pilot scheme to study 
how beavers would cope in a 
British habitat after their long 
absence. If the study is success- 
fill, up to 1,000 beavers could 
be re-introduced by 2001. 

Reavers were driven to extinc- 
ton in Britain by man. The timid 
vegetarians were hunted for 
their fur, but alse for a tiny scent 
gland beneath the tail. 

The hbeaver’a fondness far’ 
willow aided its Jownfull. The 
ıree has analgesic proper lles, 
ul a4 the beaver ute its way 
ıhrougth great swaths uf it, Ile 
pain-relicving chemical found in 
the tree would concentrate in tle 
glund beneath the tail — tlıe 
closest thing lo an aspirin uvail- 
able at the time. 

The American beaver fells 
f large numbers of conmercistlly 

grown conifers, but its Eurupcan 
counterpart has a preference for 
hardwood trees, lts preacuce, hy 
pruınotingt shoots, can encour- 
ate trce growth. There is also 
less risk (o fislıerles from (he 
European beaver since its lms 
are altogether smaller and less 
successful (han lhose uf its 
American cousin. 


Notes & Queries Joseph Harker 


cancellation of loans. Other West: 
ern powers, led by the United 
Slates, would declar'e that lhe natioıı 
hacl been taken over by a "fascist", 
"communist, or "extremist? clique, 
which was oppressing its people 
and sponsoring global “terrorism”. 

Its “appalling” human rights 
record (fabricated by lhe CIA ancl 
others} would be brought to centfe 
stage, Political, ınedia and acadenıic 
“experts” would line up to rail 
against this "terrible new tiıreat" to 
deınocracy that “must be stopped”. 

Tf all this failed to topple the gov- 
ernment, US intelligence would 
develop contacts within the military, 
supplying them with arms and inte 
ligence. Plans would be drawn up for 
a military coup. Invasion and occu- 
pation by a US-led alliance would be 
the ultimate resort. This would be 
carried out in the name of “freedom” 
and “democracy” —~ as declared by 
the corporate media the world over. 

This is no mere speculation: take 
a look at the post-1945 listory of 
Iran, Guatemala, Chile, Cuba, Haiti, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Nicaragua, etc. 
— David Edwards, Bournemonth 


HE LATEST UN security 

council resolution on 
Kosovo is numbered 1199. Of 
thé previous 1198, how many 
have been complied with? 


OMPLIANCE has different 

nıeanings relative to different 
countrléğ, different time zones and 
different dictators. And oll. — jon 
Cina, The Hague, Netherlands 


Hise statloh ever 
blırned down? 


T "HORNSBY, about ` 2k. 


`^ north of Sydhey, Australia, the 
` Pacific Highway makes a 90-degree 

right turn, At the apex of this. turn 
: there once 'sioûd. The Hornsby and 
` District Fire Brigade building, hous- 


itutions 


FLIGHT from stars takes 4o 

long to reach us, how can we 
tell that they weren't extin- 
guished long ago? 


/ TIS highly likely thal some of the 
Stars we see at night were indeed 
extinguished long ago. Stars can 
live for anything (rom millions to 
lens of billions of years. However, 
ı0 information can travel 
faster than the speed of light, we 
ubserve stars as they were in the 
pasl. This ıneans that if the Sun (on 
average 500 llght-seconds [ron 
were to vanish, we would nol 
about it until a little over eight 
after the event. 
Fortunately, the Sun is only abouıt 
ronal Its life, and it is not 
undergo any calastrophic 
changes for at least another few bil- 
ا‎ The Crab Nebula, how- 
1S the remains of a star that 
exploded in a brilliant supernova (as 
a fom Earth and recorded by 
Tee astronomers) in 1054AD. 
Crab is approximately 6,500 
ghtyears from Earth, so this 
irans that the supernova actually 
red” around 5500BC “Earth 
. During the intervening 6,500 
Jers (while the flash from the 
i mdva was travelling towards 
ا‎ prehistoric man would have 
اا ا‎ a star that in fact no 
longer existed, — istie, 
Sofia, Bulgari Alex Christie, 
کد و ا‎ 
Î Atovernment were elected ` 
Which put the interests of 
Meningie the lere of 
و‎ would it be pre- 
med from govêrning? 


BG BUSINESS would qulekiy 


“Ks 


shit capital andi production to 
rly „hoderate” countrjes,' .se- 
ihe maging, ۹ 


: firiancial in: 

Hal û Pile on tê palri with trade 
rade 

Hhargoes, Ireezing of asset and 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


MUIMSTRATEN TMSANC#. 


they're going to do with their r 
search when they gcl it, but it lak. 
like they want drivers to go on Mt 
ving Awareness Courses, have then 
bannetl froin making deliveries dur 
ing working hours (wow, great ide 
for the ecunoıny), and slick thor 
weecly “Hows [sicl ny driving? ne 
lices on the back. (Your driving h 


fine but your punctuation could do 3 


with some improvement.) 

The Frvight Transport Asir 
tion, which sticks up for WM 
thinks this is condescending wn 
sens. Rertuult's research tem hac 
alreuly Mund til WYM is perlevth 
cuonsilerale —~ well, surt ut — 
cially the further yor yo nortit. 

1 lınve secn the fulure of oF 
lrınsporl, and it is while vm 
shiaperl. I want one, badly. Ant i 
you con't like it, you can I“? “1t 
the lol of youl. 
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ALL MAJOR AIRPORTS 


150 UK LOCATIONS» EIRE 
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PRESTIGE CARS / ESTATES ON REOUEST 
* PRICES INC VATICOW » NEW CARS * 
» UNLIMITED MILES » OPEN 7 DAYS * 


fact, as long as you clnıt't try and ¢lo 
anything stupid — like parking —— 
it's one of the best ways there is of 
getting around lawn. No wander 
here are s0 many of tlıem. 

And, yes, there rıre plemly. H's 
iunny how ymı hecime sensitisecl 1n 
the make of vehicle you happen tn 
be driving. Get behinl the wlıeel nf 


pygımies oıı the road, but what do I 
care? lf I want to change lanes, 
there's nothing they can do about it. 

And it is a fraternity, that's for 
sure. Being at the same height as 
other WVMs means 1 can take a 
good look at them. They can be 
broken down, you soon realise, into 
four broucl categories: (a) fontball 
hooligans; (b) gangsters; (¢) bounc- 
ers; (d) crazy old bastards with niatt 
grey hair flying everywhere and a 
ladeler on {be runf, Me, I look like a 
football lıuoligan. It's enorınausly 
gralifyink. 

$u, you begin to see whet we atv 
healing? Yes, il's our old friend, 
class. The big nobs at Renaull are 
flipping out becuse one of Ihe vehi- 
cles (hey produce seems to be being 
driven by — gasp — tlhe working 
class, This does nut fil in with the 
Blairite vision. Lurcl knows whal 


«CENTRAL LONDON 


A Ford KA om B8 172 
B Ford FIESTA tom 95 182 
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AIRPORT 
NEW CARS FROM. 
7 Day/24hr 
Service . 
AlI prices fully 
Inelusive 


tel: 


Fax: 
A71 


Tol, +14 (0) 1189 60 
Fax. +14 (0) 1189 GC 


Y FON FULL OCT: 
WE MLET OUI S LICHT AND OU CORTIHUE YOUN JOURHLY WITHOUT OELAYS, 


INCLUSIVE WEEKLY RATES 


F FORD ROVER VAUXHALL 
PEUGEOT 1.6 ESTATE E185 


G FORD MONDEO 1.8/2,0 LX 


NEVER HIRE A GAR UNTIL 


a Vauxhall Cavalier and suddenly 
you notice that the roads are 
swarming with Vauxhall Cavaliers. 
Drive a 1928 Bugalti down to the 
shopping centre and you can't help 


spotting a couple in ihe car park, 
But sit in a white va ancl the roads 
become merely arteries col 
structed for the purposes of white 
vans, with onc ur two annoyances — 
what are they called again? Cars? — 
getting İn your way every so oflen. 

Not oly are there currently 
2.2 million vans on Britaln's roads, 
some 3,000 mure join them every 
week. So, although 1 am probably 
the only van ctriver in London wlıo is 
busy driving a van and nothing else, 
and the naıme of the rental comipany 
is embarrassingly obvious clown tlie 
back and sides, [ still feel part of an 
enorınous fraternity. 

I do not even mind that much 
when another WVM, in a VW Trans. 
porter, culs nc 11» spectacularly oıt 
Stoke Newington High Street, I am 
conscious of the barely suppressecl 
hatred emanaling [rom the athe’ 


rage Ltd {(Dept.X) 
ıi, Berkshire RGS3C 


SPECIAL OFFERSI! 


ANAILARLE ON SELECTED MODELS 


AIRPORT TERMINAL MEET & GREET SERVICE 
PLEASE WRITE PHONE OR FAX FOR DETAILS 


FORD FIESTA 1.1 LX 


Only £199.00 for 2 weeks 


Fully Inclusive of comprehensive insurance 


CDW, dellvery/callactlon to Heathrow, Gatwick or 


Central London, unllmltad mileage and VAT. 
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KENDALL'S PRICES 
200 Fine Cars, Vans, Eslates, 
7, 12 & \€-Sesters for Hire. 
Alport Collsallon. 
KENDALL CARS. 
34 Aldershot Fd, Guldtord GU2 6AF 
Tel: +44 1483 674434 
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FROM £66 
per night 
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IQaTON} LTD 
LONDON WB 4DP 
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PAMBER CAR HIRE U.K. 


ItOAD, 


ROVER NISSAN 
FORD FIESTA 


FORD ESCORT 
ROVER 200 


ROVER 416 & 216 
FORD MONDEO 1,6 


VALUE CARS 


For Galaxy 7 easter T.D.I. £275 p.w. 
Ay nadia 

Moet 8 Gresı érvicss rom Healhrowî 
TEL +44 1403 267600 


WVME also parks crazily in the 
middle of busy interscvlions to 
nıake his cleliveries, and has a dêë- 
sidedly laissez-faire attitude to the 
effects of junk food on his con 
slitulion, and fhe environment. Su it 
was in Lhe interests of deep socio- 
gical exploration Ihat the 
Guardian saw fil to put ute in ù 
white vnn of my wn mr a day, to see 
if lhe very faut af silting in the cal of 
a white van would turn me — a 
cnurleous, respectable anl civilised 
knighl of the roatl — inlo a rude, 
aggressive slol, 

The first fhing you notice is, 
golly, how high aff the ground you 
are. Your hend is @ft above the 
jılanet, andl even ridiculously 
wealthy people driving super-duper 
four-wheeldrives look like miser- 
able litle ants [ron where you're sil- 
ting. You feel you could push them 
off the road as easily as you could 
drop a chocolale bar wrapper out 
tlıe window. 

The second thing, and this is 
probably in part a function of how 
chippily superior the cab nıakes you 
feel, is that il is surprisingly easy to 
«rive. The [ord Transil that I've 
rented is probably in beiter slapeê 
han 98 per cent of the other 2.3 mil 
liun vans on lhe road, H's got power 
steering, any problems with the 
gearbox are entirely ny fault, and 
it’s nippier than you might think, [n 


ACCESS CAR HIRE U.K 
Hc to 
1 «1 


62 MERDIN 


Call + 44(0o) 990 168 238 
Fax + 44(0) 990 168 104 


PLEASE QUOTE: WY 


The friendly face of car renfal 


24 FEATURES 


There's a new menace stalking Britain's streets. It's not road rage, or distracted 
drivers with mobile phones. It's a man in a white van. Nicolas Lezarrd reports 


An acceptable prejudice 


HITE Van Man. He sounds 
like a strange super-lıero, 
but he's ıctually a scourge, 


ù flanger to anyone venturing on the 
road. So serious a threat is he that 
Renault lave hirecl the Social Issues 
Research Ceutre tu examine lhe 
phenomenor, and lo [incl oul low 
bıl Whit Van Man (hervafter re- 
ferred tu ûs WVM) can really be, 
How bal do we lhirık he is? Cluse 
yır eyes anl imagine yourscli sif- 
ting behincl the wheel of Your nice 
car. Let ıs say that the (raflic is 
fluid, if a HMle packed for conufort. 
Now, let the inıage of iû white van 
float ilo yout vonscioustess, What 
is the driver uf this wlıite van cloing? 
Is he (a) waving you inlo a gap in 
the traffic wiih a courtly nod? (h) 
charging into the tiny space in front 
of you as İf contempluous of your 
very existence? (c) leaning uut of 
the winclow, calling you “Darling”, 
aul making a personal remark 
about your legs/face/ breasts? 

I bet il's not (a) — wlıiclı is intel 
esting because, as a Guardian 
render, you ar'e not meant 1o suılfel” 
fronı prejuclice. But, in the case of 
WVM, i1 would svcın a lillle preju- 
clive anl stereolyping docsu't hurt. 
One newspaper described him thus: 
"IWVMI] is supposed lo be a rude, 
aggressive, siressed-oul slol) who 
Irives too fast and cuts up other 
road-users." 
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Nationwide 


Vehicle Rental 


ekl 
Economy £98 / Compact £112 
Intermediate £140 / Standard £189 
Estate £196 / MPV £322 / Exec £448 
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HOTELS & APARTMENTS 


BUDGET ACCOMMODATION 
RAREVLNE IN VICTORIA-LONDON 
: Comiorlable budget hotel In the 
heart of Landon {4 minutes. walk 
ı. from Victoria Station). : 
BaslcfEnsulte rooms, allwith’ |: 
colour TV and Tea/coffee 
making faciitiea. Single: £32 
Double: £44 Includes 


E-Breakiast and Tax 


ARTS 27 


the flowers ever changes. Then 
there is the cast: Charles Dance, an 
actor with Just the right mixture of 
charisma and self-absorption to play 
Vershinin, the unhappily married 
Commanding Officer billeted to a 
provincial Russlan town who falls ir 


lave with the second slster Masha, 
played by Felicily Dean. There is 
more starry input fron Susan 
Wooldridge as the prematurely nid- 
dle-aged Olga with Rachel Pickup 
playing her fragile sister Irina. 

Even the supporting cast screams 
quality: Eve Matheson, excellent as 
the vulgar Natasha; Jasper Britton 
aR the brooding, socially impossible 
Solyony who iakes his revenge 
when spurned, and Alar Cox as (le 
kindly but davmed Bir'ron, 

It should be fantastic, but İt isn't. 
Bryden has plenty of goorl iclcas, 
mot least the blotwecn-1he-acts chuir- 
cual painting of lhe ceneral, lis wife 
and thuir three sweel-fnccecl girls 
andl soln litle son who stare inlo 
the fulure wilh clear eyes of conf- 
(lence. You ponder it aud then the 
figures silling in the gloom on 
stage, and woncler how did they get 
from that to this? 

Therc are sone very fine perl 
ormance#, too, particularly fren 
Ue ay Maslit whist find, wild. 
halred collapse suggests that she 
miy well take refuge im marless 
from the pain vf VINE, and David 
Tullings 45 her husband Kulygin 
whn ubsurves lis wife's belrayiul bul 
SADRUt sSIOp binuselî fren loving; her 
two mull 

In fact, Û is e pitilul misuıre of 
le ridiculous and lbe fragile dis: 
playerl so well by RKulygin ıhat 


ides (he production as a whule, 
AH Ê HA Gu 0 


ters bul nul a parley oii 
one. H Lakes itselt tuu seriously and, 


in un flin, mak il r, 1 5 
. ¥0 Int 


suggests that you have lo believe in 
happinss in orbur iu bo ble. to iver 
it. So, too, do you need to (eel the 
comedy to really understand tlie 
tragedy. 


lake it sériuusly at a 


Earlier this year, when Michael 
Clark announced his return to 
dauce, he said there ınust be “a 
whole bunch of people” who no 
longer knew who he was. He was 
wrong. Every ticket for his brief 
season al London's Roundhouse 
could have been sold a couple of 
times over, and the crowd was filled 
nat only with first-timers curious to 
see what the excitement had been 
about, but old fans who, despite 
Clark's four-ancl-a-halfyear absence, 


had never forgotten. 


During the shows opening min- 
utes, Clark appears to be feeling his 
way back into the world of dance. 
A single bass guitarist (Susan 
Stenger) plays at the centre of a 
classically muted stage, while Clark 
lies prone at her feet, arching and 
flexing his body. Once he's up and 
clancing, though, we see a slightly 
different Clark from the beautiful 
fallen angel of memory. He is 
chunkier and stiffer, a mortal now. 
Yet the cleep, sensual concentration 
in his body is even more intense, a 
is the tension that runs through the 
lines of his movement, a tension j 


both ecstatic and introvert. . 


` The choreography itself is a rivet 
ing mix of small detall and hard, 
slashing energy, and when Clark is 
joined by Kate Coyne, its almost at i 
ifs best. As the shows title, cur- 
rent/SEE, suggests, Clark is testing 
the water, checking out his vocabu- Û 
lary, amd İt dogsn't.yet have much of j 
a concept or. a structure, Bul.even lf |. 
IFS not a return to his greatest for m,. j. 
a relurn İt js, and an extremely wek |: 


qome one. . ...,. 2 


THEATRE 
Michael Billington 


AN McCKELLEN has been much 
mocked. His decision to abandon 
London for Leeds and to question 
2 the nalure of white, middle-class 
¢ ' theatre audiences has been vari- 
{ Î ously seen as a sign of insanity, 
vanity or skilful PR. But McKellen is 
right to ask who goes to the tlıealre. 
And the formation of the Courtyard 
Company at the West Yorkshire 
Playhouse to stage a four-month 
season of playa by Chekhov, Cow- 
arl and Shakespeare reminds us 
tat without permanent iroupes, 
serious heatre in Britain will die, 
liven though I wish this particular 
vunıpany had a longer lease, it gets 
off to a flying start witlı Jucle Kelly's 
+xvellent production of The Seagull. 
Parl of ils success lies iı Robert 
Innes Hopkins's design: he has 
created a traverse stage which bi- 
sects the audience and brings us 
} tluse to the action. No less vital is 
Kelly's realientlon. {hul -Cheklioy 
wrıle ensemble plays (or solipsistic 
coloisls: that his cluaracters are 
habiluated to each ollıer's cecontric- 
ilies yel suffer from An obsession 
with self, I is these qualities which 

ı make tren both conic ind 1ragic. 
1 You see this clearly in MeKcllen's 
, Superb performance n» Dr Dorn: 
, the family doctor on the Sorîn us- 
: late. Looking like Chekhov lhinself, 
, MeKellen plays Dorn as a pruvincial 
1 Don Juan tipping hls hat at a riıkislı 


Rill Bryden’s Three Slaters . . . A dream-teum Chekhov that (nils to deliver FHOTCGRAP F' TAISTAAM FEM ION 


ılisplacing allentlon fron lhe vcertı'al 
characters, Clare Higgins offers a 
maturely sensunl Arkadina who 
rlishes the rule of seigneuriitl slar 
dctress but who is equally clriven by j this come Irom younger members 
wlisabsorption. She skips gally | of the cunpany. Will Keen's deeply 
round KonMuntln when bandaging | vulCttblr Hu, lu bikr lens 
his head wound as if dancing round | terecl panumıa and frayel trousers, 


Chekhoy is an iskhud; hey may live 
in bruising intimacy witli others buf 
{hey rarely mike spiritual venlacl 
Two uf Ihe best demonstrations of 


vnmwdy anıl lragedy. The best news 
îs hil A genuine comjktny, the back- 
bone of British theatre, is beginning 
lo take shape in Leeds, One only 
hopes iL wou'l be allowecl to (lise 
salve, us so offen bappens, at (he 


rv ımolhenî îl begins lo achieve 
mollen Unity. In UE au uw, oc r u, 


Ciıevaller angle when people refer | a maypole and, when her lover | is visibly the neglected son wlio | much of life, permanence is ihe best 
tû his sexual prowess and even | Trigorin begs for his frecdonn, she | pours his energy inlo creating tur | guaranlee of quality. 
using his titer to hide his furtive | drags him under the table fur Noor performable attic dramas. u E a Carder a E ا‎ 
id iBovdrte < B°Hehea- |: eRERBNyEabnd Eh Mike | AARH IRS ESREHGSHEN ble] Doduefion or Hhree Sisters is 
| lechery is a paralysing fear uf com- | sudden confession that she has | tion: every lime her loathed hus | dream-tcam Chekhov. 
mitment: he yearns to protect his | never read a word her sou lıas writ’ | band speaks she raises her eyes to Designer Hayden Griffin provitlts 
1 daughler Masha, yel runs in terror | len seem evidence less ol heartless | heaven ùs if wishing him dead. a billowing sail ofl gathering stornı 
{ rom her mother's demands. cruelty than of tragic isolation. Kelly's production keeps the | clouds as a backdrop to the slsters’ 
۳ McKellen sets the tone without Every man — and woman — in | right Chekhovian balance between i house, a place where nothing but 
. . 
Conquering the world Youthful maturity 
م ا سے ت‎ 
Virginia Rodrigues, who has show, it was old collaborators too. 
0 Music been hailed e new volce of DANCE Eva Karczag, whose subtle chaıis- 
obin Denselow Brazil”, is one. An imposing lady | Judith Mackrell matic dancing inspired Alston In the 
in her early 308, with the carly seventies, came back to per- 
TS AMAZING the difference a physique and presence of a VER THE past few weeks | form a solo, while Alston himself 
few tins of beans can make. grand opera diva, ghe waa born Dance Umbrella has shoyn | braved the stage with his old mates 
mith Black Mambnzo have | in the alums outside Salvador, in | British modern dance celebrating | Darshan Singh Bhuller and Siobhan 
been celebritlea of the South Bahia, where many descendanta | its maturity ~— with the 50th birth- | Davies for the deliciously tender 
Can music cene ever aiıce of African slaves have settled. day party of chareographer Richard | Dance Of The Wayward Arıcienta. 
they helped out Paul Simon with | She started ginglng in church Alston — and Russian modern Alston's latest work, Waltzes In 
Ir atirring, growling vocal har- | and developed a style that has dance celebrating its infancy, with | Disorder, is all about his present, 
monlez on hia Graceland album, | litile to do with the great dance the first London appearance of the | youthful company, which ls on 
buti only since thelr muslc music of the reglon. She has an Russian group Kinetic Theatre. ravishing form. Set ما‎ Brahms's 
ES used for the Heinz TV cam- extraordinarlly compelling voice Dance in Russia has been domi- | Liebeslleder Walzer, it is specially 
! | Pêla that the 10-marı a cappella j but her songs are mostly formal | nated by the big classical compa- | fine İn its fast and fractured group 
ı | Fup has really hit the big ime and solemn ballads, sung elther | nies, and though some of these | dances and in the speedy but ecsta- 
| lh Britain, unaccompanied or with bursts of | have experimented with a contemp- | tic solos for Martin Lawrence as the 
ا‎ „Returning to London, in the heavy drumming, violin, orary Tanguage, modern dancé as | free spirit evoked in te lyrica, 
World Music line-up that forms acoustic gultar or electric stand- | we know it in the West hasn't taken One of Alston's favourite dancers 
prof thls year’s Orla Jazz up basa. Which was all very root. Kinetic Theatre claims to be | during the eightles was Mark 
1 at London's South impressive, as far as it went, but | breaking lhe nıould, and lts perform- | Baldwin, and the latter's own show 
ûnk, hey showed how they had | greater musical variety would ers comblne a classical stretch and | displayed a simllarly open-hearted 
Prouressed, The dancing and have been welcome. precision with an anarchic wit and | willingness to be inspired by his 
horeography was slicker, there Those desperate to dance had | energy that promise a sparky fulure. | dancers and his nıusic, Darkness 
Were more jokes, and some po- to cross the foyer of the Queen if the Russlans are looking for- | Visible, set to plano music by 
tentally embarrassing audience | Elizabeth Hall, for the firat ward, Alston Stl birthday party | Thomas Adès, is a trio which 
Participation, but the harmony British performance by the show, with its excerpts from three | exploits the sensuous power of the 
fl Was glorious as ever, They dellghtfully-titled Orcbestra decades of work, was partly looking j women in Baldwin's company. They 
ا‎ shed with a stirring version of | National De Barbes — named back, Simply to read the programme, | curve thelr bodies into big, gener 
lk South African anthem, Nkosi j after the African and Arabic with its listings of original casts, was | ous shapes and angle tlıeın into 
dikele] Africa, and of course the quarter of Parls. A chaotic-look- | to feel ghosts hover. The most | sharp res which glint through the 
Wd adored them. ing 11-piece, featuring anything |. electrifying revival was the slow | choreography like shafts of wll. 
„ lowing the success of the from oud to brass, synthesizers | movement from Apollo Distraught | In the oblique mischief of Pul- 
Sb troupe, the Buena Vista and old-fashioned rock guitar, ' (1982). a homage to Balarıchine's cinella Disperato, the dippy, bitchy, 
sh lal Club, the Ladysmith story | and with atleast aix vocalists, , | Apollo so profligate with sculptural | founcing female chorus is hilarl- 
1 n there is a potential new `. they played.a percussive, somıe- |. İnvenlion and so fraught with erotic | ous. Baldwin is altogether wonder 
| % 88 market for World Music. . | what unfocused blend of Rai and | tension tliat the plegsure of seeing ; ful as Pulcinelia, his face.as hopeful 
1 ha ا‎ be next? Well,. : jazz that would have been far . Î the e was gl by e frug- 0 1 Rape 0 his 
@ few.coni teresting had got tration at being denied the whole. imbs propel hin through the dance 
he festival, 0 ere pe E ° But: İt wasn't just. old works on I: with their own antlc wit, . 1 


the sound balance right. 


pith fis | 


cauıld. The same cameraman tried 
to film another fight for The Life Qf 
Birds but could not match tha 
kanıikaze plunge. One war is never 
quite Hike another, 

The Wench is Dend (ITV), a1 
aulumnal Morse, was disconcert. 
ingly Hike Josepline Tey’s famous 
The Daughter Of Time. (The 


daughter of time, by the way, is) ' 


truth.) Both have incapacitated de 
tectives in lıospital, feverish for 
mental stimulus, Using bright 
young researchers, both investigale 
old miscarriages of justice, Grant 
the blackening of Richard Ills 
name; Morse a Victorian murder, 

Either I am getling nıuch cleverer, 
a thesis for which there is little pul 
lic support, or this was a thin thing. 
The noınent you hear the word "iF 
lusionist”", your mind rushes round 
the room, bouncing off the walls, 

Morse iş, as his slangy young 
helper puts it, a terrific piece of 
retro, but, now he has cıt down on 
the clrink and taken to snulling, it is 
clearly all oûver, bar the Morse 
Millennium Speclal. 


When Shashi Kûapner, the Indian 
sur, lefl Barnbay Hor’ lhe xel of Janıil 
Lehkıvi's Jinnah in Pakistan, 
wis Mtackud far going. When le af 
rivetl il thi, he was labrtstrl 
for Cuuing, Jhil's just a snl part 
katt bn th epi Eg: 
te pratluctin which liad , 
1 


ادا 
There is alse Ihe cunlruversial‏ 
matler' uf two English aclars cast ils :‏ 
liunah — Richard Liner as he‏ 
young puliliclan and Christopher '‏ 
lee as the ull stalesman, Delhavi,‏ 
whu was born in Calcutta kK a‏ 
Pakistani Ialher and a French‏ 
muther, hal lıis fils banned in‏ 

Pakistan by General Zia. 

Yet all he was attempling Was 3 
radical reappraisal of thre founder of 
Pakistan as an incorruptible, 
Ilawed, statesman who deserves 3 
place in hislory beside Gandhi. 

Whether his rings fue, of 
course, depemls on the film itself. 
Hs effect cin possibly be measure 
by thre fact tal, at the director's s€% 
sion after Llc performance, a ment 
ber of lhe audlence was clapPe' 
when he said il made hin proud # 
be a Pakislani again. For all JS 
faulls, which are certainly obvious 
the atlempl to rescue Jinnah 1 
lıis detraclors and to make sense 
at least part of the jagged history 0 
Partition Is largely successful. 


SING KAPOOR as the narê 


Mountbatten, the last Gover 


nor General of dla, as a man W 
had no love ‘of the new Pakistan 


who fiddled destructively ı 
boundaries and who simply 
to get the British 0 of India a5 
veniently as possible. . 
It also suggests that ene 
affalr with Edwina, Mountheite 0 
wife, complicated millers 11 
ther, so that the course 
was shaped as much bY personal a 
tipathles between these three 
Gandhi as by oti: 
In attempting all. 
adopts a stralghtforward nare 
approach that often looke اراو‎ il 
It is safe, solid, niddleofthe’ 


wanted 
cor 


a portralt of Jinnah that goef 
beyond a natûral resemblanef 8 


Horta ay it aS | 
more Iniportaht than he WaY: 
it. Its that kind of piojeçt hed 


down but hot defeated by 1 bi .|.: i 


لبن 


. But it is what the flina saê 


bang." One way or another, men 
went naked to their deaths. A senile 
flasher came up on the stairlift, if 
you follow me. “He was a smartish 
feller. Couldn't have been more than 
70. And a lovely blue suit. He could 
have been a bank manager, except 
he had no socks on. I sald, ‘You can 
put that away,’ He said, ‘Tve gol a big 
detached house in Harrogate.’ I said, 
‘That's no excuse." Her young man 
died in France. Her nurse, another 
lovely-looking lad, dies of Aids, 
Dame Thora gives a battling, 
heartbreaking performance. To call 
it award-winning seems unworthy, 
like pinning a medal on a hero. She 
is above and beyond vanity. Her hair 
hangs in wisps. Her face is 
bleached. Whether she is wearing 
her teeth is a malter of conjecture. 
The Life of Birda (BBC1) used 
a shot I have seen before in a 
Wildlife Special. Two sea eagles, 
disputing territory, lock talons and 
whirl faster and faster, falling and 
falling, until they crash into the 
canopy of trees. Neither would 
loose his hold. Perhaps ncither 


The half Monty 


LONDON FILM FESTIVAL 
Derek Malcolm 


FTER Ihe ucar disaster of 
Inst yeu Keepy ‘lhe 
Aspidistra Flying, Little 


Vuice. ihe Jouelon Film Feslival's 
opening attractiun, luks like u ınas- 
terpiece. In Incl, Mark Herman's 
first film since Ihe highly successful 
Brassedl Off is scarcely that, 

It İs û highly coloured, paroclic 
and commendably brisk screen 
adaptation of Jim Carlwrighl's play, 
whiclı gives Jane Horrocks a chance 
to reprise her role as the inlrovertecl 
girl, hooked out of a dowt-at-heel 
seaside home by a veleran showbiz 
con naan to become a singer. 

Fram the outset, {le film plunges 
into the story, bringing its slarry all- 
British casi very near lo caricature 
tight tıp until its mock-cnthartic bit 
feel-good ending. Apart from the 
admirable Hor'rocks, who palnts lhe 
Inirospeclive young warbler in 
terms nat far [rom ihe characters 
she plays in Mike Leigh films, {herê 
is Brenda Blelhyn as her blowzy 
mother, Michael Caine as tle 
secontl-rate proınote’ and Ewan 
McGregor as the shy pigeon fancler 
who falls for the glil. There İs also 
Jim Broadbent as the swealy club 
MC who is Caine's side-kick, 

This is quite a cast but thelr cone 
aiderable comic skills would have 
been better deployed on a less strir 
dent level, since the vital thing the 
film lacks is a balance between farce 
and the serious points Cartwright is 
trying to make about greed, ex- 
ploitation and lakery. 

Only once does Little Voice 
change into a more reflective gear, 
when the con man sits on the girl's 
bed and tells her a children’s fantasy 
in an attempt to persuade her to 
escape her mundane existence. 
Here Caine, calling on his consider- 
able esperlence, justifies his pres- 
ence beyond any doubt. It is the 
fllm’s one indelible moment. 

At times, however, Little Voice 


| seems 80 overtly anxious to please 
that it takes onı the same faults it is ling wiih Lee contribu 


trying to underline, İt i8 as greedy 
for success as the con man himself 
and you feel that if it stopped trying 
to’ grab you by the throat so often, 
its grip . might ' be considerably 
tighter, It does a Half Monty on us, 
forgetting The Full. Monty’s' essen- 
tial hunıanity and charm. 
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Warm, wobbly and sadly missed 


gets her son. “Fattish feller. Sixty- 
odd. Gingery 'tache. He said, 'It's 
Donald, mother. T'nı your son. I 
said, ‘Bugger off" She's had a 
stroke and forgets her mother 
tongue. Her nurse says, “You are 
sometimes funny with words,” 
Which is also true of Bennett. 

But she remembers Edward, 
whose parents kept a litle confec- 
tioner's in Tong Road and always 
brought a vanilla slice when he 
came calling. 

The last time he came, before 
leaving for France, he stripped off. 
“He looked a picture with the fire 
and all that. Not a mark on him. And 
he ses, ‘Take your clothes off now. 
And I didn't, I didn't. And I wanted 
him so much... I don't know, it was 
just the way fd been brought up. 
And he stands there, looking down 
at me. And then he just picks his 
clothes up and he goes next door 
and after a bit I1 heard the front door 


PHOTOGRAPH: FRANCOIS GUENET 


epics, including the Fantomas 
series, Later, aa New Wave film- 
makers like Jean-Lııc Godard 
and François Truffaut swept him 
aside, he returned to the atage, 
playing King Lear, Prospero and 
major Frerıch roles, He pub- 
Hahed several books and re- 
vealedl himself to be a talented 
sculptors 

Jean Tiberi, the mayor'of 
Paris, described him as an 
“unforgettable actor” who had 
“travelled through the years with 
exactly the same freshness and 
talent”. 

“Ali Paris will join me in 
paying him a last tribute — but 


` he will always remain one of our 


dearest actors.” ' 


John Henley 


' Jean Marals, actor, bom December 
. 11, 1913; dled November 8, 1998 


Bennett wrltes donnishly in his in- 
troduction to The Complete Talking 
Heads. “It Is, I suppose, a down- 
market version of a mile(euille." 
(He was evidently talking to BBC 
brass, who can relate easily to con- 
cepts like the millefeuille, not to 
Dame Thora Hird, whose pronunci- 
alion of millefeuille is something I 
would pay good money to hear,) 
“Someone bringing vanilla slices 
back from the corfectioner's, fan- 
cles too and certainly fruit ples, 
would bear’ the bag like the priest 
the host, high on the flat of the hand 
lest the fruit leak out or the icing 
adhere to the paper bag.” 
This someone was young Bennett 
himself, who, after Saturday dinner, 
would be sent to the confectioner's 
in Tong Road to get "something to 
finish off with”. 
A sweet tooth Is what the old 
finish off with. Violet in Waiting For 
The Telegram is very old and for- 


life.” Coctenu seems to have 
been rather more down-to-earth 
about the affair, “There’s been a 
catastrophe,” he reportedly said. 
“T'ye fallen in love with you." 


Thelr relationship inspired 


Cocteau to many plays, Alms, 
poems and drawings, and en- 
dured undll his death in 1963. 
Theatrical, eccentric and vislon- 
ary, Cocteau cant the strikingly . 
handsome Marala in hia play on 
the Oedipus story, Oedipe Rol, 
and the palr made half a' dozen 
filme together, Including Les 
Parents Terriblea, Orphée, in 
1949, and Le Testament 
d'Orphêée ip 1980. 


But Marais alao worked with 


leading international directora 

. such as Jean Renoir, Luchino’ 

. Visconti andl Abel Gance, and 
became a major star in France 
for a long and hugely successful 
string of blood-and-thunder 


“| 
1 


TELEVISION 
Nancy Banks-Smith 


FRE YOU well up on vanilla 

slices? You can't get them 

any more. Not warm and 
fresh irom the oven like a new-laid 
egg from the nest. Gold and white 
with the custard still wobbÎy and the 
icing slill runny, In the first words 
ever heard on Coronation Street, 
Ena Sharples sald flercely, “Are 
those fancles fresh?” Freshness 
guaranteed, she said she'd have half 
a dozen and no eclairs. What Ena 
had against eclairs — aparl from 
their sliglıt sexual connotation — 
we cannot at this distance of time 
establish. 

Someone on the production side 
of Talking Heads {BBC1) had 
never hear(l of vanilla slices, “Some 
queslion arose during rehearsal of 
the nature of a vanilla slice," Alar 


Cocteau'’s 
adorable 
angel 


OBITUARY 
Jean Marais 


EAN MARAIS, onc of 

France's best-loved filim actors, 
wiıo got hla break as the lover of 
the surrealist Jean Cacteau but 
was sill treading the boards at 
the Fulies Bergère lastyear, has 
died at the age of 83. 

"He was anı İınuiêriëğé attor; an 

immense artiat, but it was his 


qualities of loyalty, fidelity and 
generosity which, above and be- 
yond the admiration he inapired 
in ı8, made us all love him ao 
much,” said President Jacques 
Chirac, 

Best known outslde France for 
his performance as the hairy 
and inconsolable beast irı the 
1945 classic Beauty And The 
Beast, Marals was rejected by all 
France's lcading drama schools, 
Nevertheless lte made 75 films 
and spent the best part of his 
cinema career as France's equiv- 
alent of Errol Flynn. 

He later became one of the 
grand old men of the French 
theatre, but continued to attract 
film directors, Including 
Bernardo Bertoluccl, who cast 
him in Stealing Beauty, three 


years ago. 

“He did amazing things on 
screen and he never trained for 
them," sald Jean-Paul 
Belmondo, “He made everyone 
dream with those cloak-and- 
dagger films. But he was also 
truly kind. He loved people and 
he never took himself seriously,” 

Born in Cherbourg on 
December 11, 1913, the son of 
a veterinarian and a profes- 
sional ahoptifter, Marala moved 
to Paris with his mother as a 
young child. He was a poor stu- 
dent, droppiug out of schuol at 
the agé of 16, He worked aş an 
apprentice photographer before 
he met Cocteau, the surrealist 
artist, playwrigit and fllm- 
maker, in 1937. 

“It became a friendship that 
went far beyond the boundarles 
of {he physical,” Margîs said last 


for whott I would sacrifice my 


: year. “He was the only person 
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cle-miserate them. Kershaw some- 
times uses Mason's evideııce to 
show that, for instance, in 1935 the 
working classes were becotming fed 
up witlı the queues, the lack of sugar 
and so on, which attended Nazi rule. 
But he also notes that Hitlers 
economic programme, based on 
increased public spending, was 
extraordinarily successful — unerm- 
ployment was falling rapidly. It was 
the confidence Hitler gaiıed from 
an economic recovery which he 
himself barely understood that led 
him to think ha enııld do no wrong, 

Hitler started off as A pou Lum 
bter in pre-war Vienna, nût knowing 
where he was going. After a [alse 
start in 1923, he found that the 
forbidding ciladels all arouncl were 
amply. The German rigli, the Gier- 
ınan left, lhe Lengue of Nitlons 
wer dll nonsense on slilts. In the 
periucl coverc(l by Kershaw, yoni can 
sec Hiller's confideıwe gralually 
ineruising. To sları with, he nain 
tained the apparatus of lhe Crermarı 
state, but by [935 he had become 
bored with ü, almast never’ holding 
cabinet meetings amd even forbid- 
ding his winisters to mect infor 
mally. Hiller, liseli a journalist out 
some talenl, thought in terns of 
headlire-grabbing, aml guesse 
that the corfidence which heiullins 
coull give woulel iu nell cause a 
CUOMO FUUOVUT'Y. 


appar 
there are se 
wus ro Hiller fiurnily tu Sp’ 
une ever gûl really close lo him: nul 
Hitler's sexlife is largely dı mystery. 
Kershaw has deal with the difficul- 
ties adroilly, and by channillinge (he 
enormous fuod of new researeh on 
his subject, particularly’ Gpular 
responses to Hitler, his bouk has . 
earned its place. 

The only suggestion I would 
make is perhaps an uncomfortable 
one. Having decided to nake a luge 
first volume of the ycars 1889-1936, 
Kershaw will find it difficult to 
confine the years 1937-45 to one sir 
ilar’ volııme. Hitler was omnipresent 
in both peace and war, and a proper 
treatment will require considerable 
space. So, I fear, we will need two 
more volumes, not one. I1 shall not 
regret this: some subjects require 
endless, and boundless, re-reading. 


If you would like to order this OOK 
at the special price of £17 contact 
CultureShop (see below) 


“Tha .three novela in the best 
novei category are hem... 
Catastrophist by Ronan Bennett, 


'| Justin Cartwfrigbt’s Leading The 


Cheers, and Barbara Trapido’s 
The Travelling Hornplayer., 

The winnera of ench category: 
will be announced on January 
13. The overall winner will he 
revealed on January 26. . 


To oder any of the books 
revlawed or in print, over 
100,000 titles avallabls: 


Phone: 


(+44} 181 324 6403 
Fex:’ (+44) 181 024 B678 
Emal: ْbldemall.bogo.co.uk 
Payment by credit card or 
UKZEurochequs peyabla io; 

Guardian Weekly Books 

250 Weglam Arians. London Y3 SEE, UK 
Europa alrmall 

Please ald 20% of order value 

Rest of the world alrmall 

Acikl 30% oj order value {approx 14-21 days) 
or 40% ol order veğue (7-10 deys) 


Karl Marx in a brown shirt 


Norman Stone 


Hitler (Volume 1)1 889-1936: Hubris 
by lan Kershaw 
Panguin Press 845pp £20 


S THERE anything new to say 

about Hitler? lan Kershaw is an 
expert in the field, writes decently 
and covers all the possible sources 
(there are no fewer than 200 pages 
of notes). His book starts with a 
lengthy oxplanationn of how a new 
biography might be justified, glvca 
that, in polite academic society, 
biograplıiies are still not really an 
acceptable genre. No one outside 
academe will worry very nıuch 
about this: you cannot Imagine the 
thirties without Hiller he male ihe 
rightwing takcover of the German 
slate possible — no one clse could 
have done il. 

Parties of the extreme righl 
usually fall apart into squabbling 
groupuscules: this happened with 
the German antiSewmitic parties in 
the 1880s, and it happened again 
with extrewıisl parties in (he 1920s. 
Hitler, by cuutras!, kepı his parly 
together, wailing for ihe riglt 
moment. How? One iimswer was 
ideology: Hitler’ was the Nazî Marx. 
Bul he wus also lhe Nazi Lenin, 
buause he could browbcal itny 
would-be “splitter”. 

Hiller alu supplied the party's 
fiuatces, because le was a spake 
for whont peuple woukl pay gual 
RE HE wi E GIME iE 
speakers in Gurınan public lite. IF 
yu make jukes in Germany, evêt 
now, you rîsk not being laken suri- 
ously. Mos! public speakers lhen 
were either professorial or rablole- 
rousing; Hitler coulcl managc both. 

Finally, although this is outside 
the span of Kerslaw's [irs volıune, 
Hiller was the party's Stalii, too, 
increasingly radicalising things. lı 
1938 he might just have stopped, 
and become what Mussolini, at one 
stage, was lrying to be — an elder 
statesman. Inslead, lıe plungetl on, 
expecting to make Germany a world 
power. (deas of a united Europe 
belong, incidentally, to that period, 
common currency and all.) 

Marxist attempts to explain 
Hiller's rise do not work. It used to 
be arguecl that he was driven on to 
foreign conquest because of prob- 
lems at home, At its most absurd, 
this-argument was pushed forward 
by Tim Mason, who tlalmed that the 
Nazis were immiserating the work- 
ing classes and needed an empire to 
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The biography section is also 
strong, with n for 
John Bay! m account o! 
hia wife LD Murdocle life with 
Alzheimer’s disease, Tan 
Kershaw’s acclaimed biography 
of Hitler (reviewed above), the 
first Engliah language biography 
of Hitier for 20 years, is nonti- 
riated, as is Amanda Foreman’s 
account of the life of Georgiana, 
Duchess of Devonshire, 

The best first novel sectlon . 


` iheludes the semi-autobiograph- 
ital Jêllyroll þy Luke Sutherland, 
. the story of a black musician iıı a 
: |. white jazz band touring the. 
. Game, an accotınt of his daugh- 


Scottish Highlands, Gavin 
Krarier, author af Shopning, isa 
lanyèr.wûrklng 1h Flset Street, 
while Giles Foden, author of The 
Last Kirig Of Scotland, is the i 
Guardlan’s deputy literary 

Te 


to inlerprel their presence within 
the myslical viw uf universe ancl 
humans as macrnsn all micru- 
cusm, in each of which carlh, ait’, 
fire ANd water werr combined in 
ntinuous vircukıti : 
EY 


aissunce mal. 
What fascinates Gould through 
oıll this series is huw the observer's 
perspective helps determine what is 
seen and how it is inlerpreled, 
Leonardo's clams must move 
upwartls because waler must rise in 
the macrovosm as il dues in the 


microcosm. Early cave paintings 
must be nore primitive han later 
ones. Fossil horses must form an 
evülutionary series, Sometimes the 
right concluslon for the wrong — or 
what we now perceive as wrong — 
reason; sometimes meticulous 
observation shoehornecl into an 
impossible theoretical frame. For 
Gould nature speaks, but only 
through its interpreters. 

It it is this oscillation between 
deep theory, baroque delall and 
personal reflection which makes 
Gould's writing so pleasurable. In 
the introduction he pledges to 
continue the series Inlu tlrecmillen=~ 
nium. More power to his elbow. 
In the meantime read, learn from 


and enloy these “pieces ofelght". 


س 


Td Hughes in line for posthumous Whitbread prize 


read anything in my life again.” 
Her remarks echo those of the 
chair of this year's Booker panel, 
Lord Hurd, who called for a 
reform in the way the shortlist 1s 
selected. This year the Booker 
judges each read 125 books. 
Lord Hurd referred to the 
aystem as “a surfeit, not a feast”. 
Ted Hughes was nominated 
for Birthday Letters, published 
earlier this year which for. the 
first time gave a detailed account 


, of his relationship with his late: 


wife, the writer Sylvia Plath: | 
! Algo in the poetry section ls 
Philip Groas’s The Wasting 


ter's struggle with anorexia, and 
Paul Farley's acclalmed debut 
The Boy From The Chemist Js . 
Waiting To See You, which wou. 


. this years Forward Prize for: ’':. 


beat first collection. 


Gould arguea, because he nêetied-l 


!annardo's Mountain of Clams and 
Ihe Die OS Yun ır 


Essays on Natural History 
ty Stephen Jay Gould 
Jonathan Capa 405pp £17.09 


TEVE GOULD is a pheno- 
menon. Harvard professor, 
palaeontolo- 
gisl, no stranger to coniroversy both 
wilhin his professlonal terraln and 
ower the wider implications of evolu- 
onary theory for understanding of 
human naturéê, he lıas for many 
years written monthly essays for the 
American magazine Natural History. 
Ths ls the eighth in a series of 
dlkctions of these essays, each of 
which, with increasingly enigmatic 
ltles, has in turn featured in the 
science best-sellers lisl on botlı 
sides of the Atlantic. There is little 
reason to doubt that Leonardo's 
Mountain will achieve the same 
accolade. The only comparison, in 
| ange and style, is with the great 
Brilish Marxist geneticist J B S$ Hal- 
` dane's regular columns in the Daily 
Worker in the thirties ancl forties. 
Woull Goulcl welcome the cam- 
ison? His and Niles Eldredge's 


ae‏ رە ۲ ر ر 
equlibfum", accorcling to which,‏ 
fr from being steady anc gradual,‏ 
,he recortl revealed long‏ 
j | Peiods of stasis interspersed wilh‏ 
phases of rapid change, was allackecl‏ 
WY some Darwinians its revolution-‏ , 
ı ay in the seventies ancl eighties.‏ 
Indeed lhe charge of Marxism ~n if‏ : 
charge İl be — is still Lossedl around‏ 
by hose who dlispnte his science or‏ 
ı OY his writing success. A savage‏ 
pilemic is now raging around the‏ | 
urenl pretensions of sucalled‏ 
Y psychology, and Gaull‏ 

' hsluly engaged himself in il. 
ile this, and whal ınust be a 
1 to use his Nalural His- 
try pulpit 1o respond to the ill- 
Of his critics, the essays in 
3 Mountain, like those in 
collections, are unlformly 


‘Ihe Catholie priests who inler- 
rugaled him (ound no prublems 
with endarsing evolutionary theory. 
Cuulcl uses this as a peg to (liscuss 
what he sees, hough allers uiay 


nf its lhe necessary sepitration uf 
sCleliCe lid ii Illia 0 n ue 


wf clıaplers which are ex 
iiılly pleas for tolerance and a 
recugnitiun of the unily of humanily. 
Despile the atrocities of the histori« 
cal recorıl (from Lhe aftermath of 
the Diet of Worms lo the genocide 
of the original populations of the 
Caribbean islands and Latin Amer 
ia), he argues, the rich outpour- 
ings of hunan creativity mean that 
une neecl not subscribe to the brutal 
pessimism about the nature ûf 
human nature shown by some evo- 
lulionary theorists. 

‘fhe essays range from reflections 
on svience and art and reprises of 
past controversies in biology to the 
revovery of little known figures in 
ihe lnistory of evolutionary studies. 
Gould is most proud, he says, of the 
tille essay on Leonardo, and il is il 
deecl a fascinating re-evaluation of 
. just.why this great artist was ob- 

sessed. bj-fogsIl.clama..Noty as ona 
j" Rome, at which he was chal- might have imagined, because the 
| aed to oxplain why ‘US funda -inventor_of helicopters and sub- 
, Peutalist Christians were obsessed | marines AlS presaged Darwin, but, 
| socalled “creation science”, 


ity of a certain type sf mincl antî Ihe 


Ameasure of lhe tone of the book‏ ا 
provided by Gould's accounl fr‏ ; 
™eeling of the Pontifical Academy‏ , 


shortlists is Magnus Milla, the. 
debıuıt writer and bus driver, for 
his novel The Restraint Of Beasts. 

Author Deborah Moggach,.one 
of the judges for the best novel 
category, said: “Our long list of 
15 books didn’t include a single 
one of the Booker ahortlist. 

“It is a very good curative to 
the enormous hype around the . 
Booker for people to realise that 
those aren't the definitive books 
ofthe year." E 

Although the Whitbread. 
judges, unlike the Booker 
Judges, do not have to read every 
book submitted ++- instead they" 
divide the task between them ¬ 
Moggach admitted that şhe was 
exhausted... 1. 1; .» 

` “Î only had to read 55 books 
s0 I'm notin auch a-state of:cata- 
. |: tonte exhaustlon as the Booke! 
- | judges, but I'm never going to: - 


Hy 

huer of each 
0 category goes on 
lay Pete for the Book of the 
beenq x bo announced at 


ا ا ی 
Double Play, by Frank Martinus‏ 


ET ON Curaçao, Frank Arion's 

1973 novel is subtitled “The 
story of an amazing world record” 
and occurs within the parameters of 
a weekly game of dominoes that | 
begins at (lawn and ends, invariably, | * 
at dusk. The game, however, iş 
more than that for the men who play 
it: the domino table is an arena for 
vexatious rivalries to come to the 


Social, political and cultural Îseues distinguished 


irony and elegance, too, in his 


Gabriel's Lament, by Paul 
Bailey (Fourth Estate, £6.99} 


ABRIEL is his Mumıny'’s pride 

and joy. Oswakl, his falher, in- 
herits money antl moves up a class 
lo Clapbam. Then Mummy disap 
pears. Gabriel's relalions wilh his 
Hogarthiim fallıer constitute lhe re 
mainder of-ilne ıkırrallve, 4s he 
moves in on himself and oııt of any 
reality orbit. nurture and eullivat- 
ing the dange lone to his inchoalr 
soul. he novel is abut (he insular- 


cunsîrictiuns Hil press clown upoll 
il. It's also abotıl the Yow stripping” 


EER PRISSSURE nel eroticism أ‎ 
jhyearuld 
Nicholas on the auuuil school ski 


issues in this slim debut hovel. In 
elapters that erupt like cloudbursls, 


shots, Carrére builds lo a conclu 


is a central metaphor, but what con’ 
stitutes rcalily in Lhe first place İS 


confident judgment is enough, piel 


errr r nar = 


end of this book, though, we find 
him suggesting that Britain comes 
out of the EU and becomes a sort of 
European Canada, independent of 
the great United States on its border 
but sharing trade and cultural links. 
Young commends this idea for its 
“intellectual honesty”. 

Young's history is sub-titled 
“Britain and Europe from Churchill 
to Blair". It concerns itself too much 
with debates among the acceptable 
people. There is not enough about 
us. Yes — life in Britain is better 
now than it was in the sixties — 
plenty of good cheapish wine, nice 
cheeses and so forth. But would we 
have had these things anyway, 
whether or not we lıad joined? What 
about the Cornish fishermen, 
rulned by Conımon Agricultural 
Policy regulations? What about the 
closed British steel plants, which 
were the victiıns of a master plan by 
which the Portuguese (who had 
never made steel before) slıoulrl 
make cheaper steel for the Union? 
What about the million and one 
pettifogging Brussels regulations 
which make life so miserable for 
publicans and butchers here? 

Nor does Young give nuuclh time 
to those non-acceptable types who 
went bust during thre EXCliange Rate 
Mechanism, or who fount that they 
were silting on “negalive equity", He 
can only talk of lhe “natioual de- 
cline" which would have resulted 
hatl not Roy Jenkins anl his mites 
ralled on their party and voted with 
the Tories lo enicr the Common 
Markel in 1971. Evidence of national 
decline? None is supplied. 

The CUullapne uf ERM fll ils iifler- 
math is the greatest single reason 
why so many reasonable people in 
Britain had serious doubts about 
the EU, Young either cannot see 


Of course there is something 
cringe-making about Liltle Englan- 
ders; but there is by the same token 
a lordly clubbishness about the 
acceptable people. 


Paperback flction 
Michael Pollard 


Arlon (Faber, £7.98} 


fore. When they do, it's in spades, 
are writ large, yel there's magic, 


graceful Caribbean fiction. 


away of forcrt untruths, 


Class Trip, by Emmanuel 
Carrère (Quartet, £6.00) 


bear down un 


in sentences tat go off like girr 


sion thal's abrupt ~~ ancl shocking. 
The child's febrile imaginary work 


If you would like to orcler this book 
atthe special price of £17 contact 
CultureShop (see page 29) open to questiun, underpinned 
the fragility uf the aclult infrastruc 
ture that protects and supports it. 
It is psychulogically astute and 
acutely spine-sbiveringly chilling. 


Little, by David Treuer 
(Granta, £6.99) 


ITILE has an extraordinary 

effect, On the ane hand, il 
revolves around the arrival ~ then 
disappearance: — of the strange 
dlaw{ingered child who gives he 
book its title nnd wlio possesses ã 
vocabulary of jıuıst une word, "yO 
On the other, it's a look at N 
American life that goes deeper than 
dump trucks and shanty homes. 15 
a look at life within the ghetto: 4 
stucly’ of marginalisatioti at 
who live on the furthermost € 
of society ancl wlio are, IR 
sense, unwilling allens. 


Gravity, by Erica Wagner 
{Granta, £6.99) 


HIS enllection of stories İs 
Tan good yoıı may read then! 
twice — then a third time to 
absolutely sure. The ajrless MCT 
of a pyramid. a Ferris wheel 
above the city of Ais ا‎ 
ifi ntai 

atory on a Pacific nıountalf 1 

worlds 


nary coming-ofage tale. The short 
story, lıowever, is where Moore 
excels — partly because her self 
conscious playfulness is at its best 
in snıall, mordant doses, but also be- 
cause it suits her sense of life's frag- 
Ile contingency and her scepticism 
about large and lasting truths. “‘Get 
a Job,’ she shouted silerıtly to God. 
‘Getareal Job." 


the plush hush of a e 
parlour are some o 
Wagner makes strange. No self 
sciously tricksy defamiliarjsatiom 
for her, though. Her clearsighled 


ing back layers of meaning 
searfskin form an onion. Stuntin¥: 


. . Wit is her characlers’ first weapon and the short 


A joint Anglo-German plan for tlıe 
productlon of coal and steel, right 
down to the era of Delors. Young is 
especially good at reminding us that 
nearly all the major figures in 
British political Iife in this period 
have changed their minds on the 
subject at least orııce: all that is, ex- 
cept Nodal Heath, smug Roy Jen- 
kins and their highly acceptable 
friends, 

Young is clearly in love with the 
European ideal, but he seldom stops 
to ask why so many people should 
be in doubt about “Europe”. After 
all, Britain has been "part of Europe" 
since 55BC, and only very ignorant 
or very stupid people mind about 
thatl What we worry about is the 
burden of “regulallons" coming 
from Brussels, and the thought of 
what woulcl happen if, having pooled 
all our goll reserves with the rest of 
Europe, the whole thing goes bust. 


Nearly all the major 
flgures In British 
“polltics have changed 
their minds on 
Europe at least once 


In the interents of balance, Yount 
quotes {wo acceplable, or formerly 
acceptable, people. One is the jour 
uall>ıt 1 tı UartONn Ash, a thoroughly 
sensible person, who knows Eastern 
Europe well, ancl is multilingual. Ash 
has come to fear that the EU as it is 
presently constituted is “a threat" ta, 


اا سا گم سے م مدا وماق 


eral order. Ash foresees tliat further 
"integration" will be "a threat to the 
greater Europe and possibly the 
world", Young advances nothing to 
contraclict this view, 

The other person he quotes is 
William Waldegrave, a Conservative 
who never formed part of the Euro- 
sceptic wing of that party. By the 


E 
Lorrie Maorc . 
story her natural home 


sion. "Every arrangement in life,” 
thinks Agnes, “carried with it the 
sadlness, the senlimenlal shatlow, of 
its nol being something else, but 
only itself." This İs also the guiding 
principle of Anagrams, in which the 
shadows of other possible lives co- 
exist. Frog Hospital, on the other 
hand, is much more a convention- 
ally wellkmade novel, an almost ordi- 


Just say yes to Europe 


canıpaigned for a No vote. Bııt only 
a few years before, he had advo- 
cated “the full, economic, military 
and political union of Europe". At 
that time, his fellow-Europhiles in- 
cluded Nick Ridley, white the arch- 
sceptics were to be found even on 
the moderate left among the likes of 
Denis Healey. Young is merciless in 
recording how often Healey 
changed his mind on the question, 
sometimes from week to week. 
Waverers and doubters are usu- 
ally more attractive than those who 
never change, whatever the circum- 
stances. Young tries to make the 
out-and-out European Federalist po- 
sition attractive, bııt he is burdened 
by having ta admit that in order to 
do so his heroes lave to be Roy 
Jenkins and Tel Heath. Incleed, he 
admits, “Tel Henth cannot help 
belng the nodal (lure in this story.” 
He speculntes thant if Heath had 
not lost the 1974 election, Europe 
might have been cast in a more 
Heath-like Inuge. When we think of 
what he did to England ~— reduclng 
us all to a three-clay week, and abol 


 îelıingg_tho-_countiea me -would-tlıiw-| 


have been a consummation s0 de- 
voutly to be wished? Yet prejudice, 
which is usually a useful guide in 
politics, (locs not help us to makc up 
our minds aboul Eur'uye. | hal heen 
vaguely Eurosceplic for years, bul 
dung the lası election campaign, 
found myself moving in a much 
more Euro-Irienclly eit Sir 

hs rharmins 
aes ا‎ Hg erament ınade 
Ted Heath seem a bit more, well, 
nodal. 


Reading Young's excellent and 


E‏ ا سه 


Britain's relationship wilh the wlıole 
issue over tlıe past 50 Years made 


..me nıove back into a slightly ımnore 


sceptical frame of mind. I feel grate- 
ful to him for telling the story so 
wittily and fucidly. He spells out in 
lively detail all the salient events 
since Jean Monuet and friends, just 
after the sccond world war, formed 


راگن منت . 


28 BOOKS 


AN Wiison 


This Blessed Plot 
by Hugo Young 


Macmillan 558pp £20 

N 1975, when Britain had been 
J a member of the Common Mar- 

ket for a couple of years, the 
Labour government held a referen- 
dum to see whether the electorate 
wanted to come out of it again, In 
Hugo Young's account of that cam- 
paign “what happened was that all 
the acceptable faces of British pub- 
lic life lined up on one side”. There 
is something very revealing about 
his use of the word “acceptable”, 
"Every Anglican bishop supported” 
the Common Market, he adds, as if 
to confirm the point. 

We all know exactly who the 
acceptable people are. Roy Jenkins 
and lan Gilnour are highly nccept- 
able. Margaret Thatcher was a bit 
vulgar even in those days; but she 
cumpalgned for a Yes vote, wearing 
a shirt emblazonecl with all the Mags 
of the EEC countries. Barbara Cas- 
tle, true to the values of the Labour- 
party, described them all as "sancti- 
monious, middleclass hypocrites”. 

Hypocrites, because as Hugo 
Young is honest enough to repeat İn 
this passionately prw-El propa- 
ganda tract, the leaders of the Yes 
Campaign in thal rerendum tlelib- 
eraltely lied to thc electorate about 
lhe political nature of e Comınon 
Market. Wlıen uskecl if it meant a 


i 5 Hagrsl 
future political union, fff, berê 


Ghig]ar Ursa dl 
RI said no, kuowing they meanl 
yes. The polls suggested that the 
„| RHftieh phir mnn Inrgalp: india: 
ent lo the question, except in the 
practical area uf wlıether the 
Common Market™—woulkt—make.. 
prices go up or down. It was left to 
the politically aware to work out the 
implications of a European Union 
with their’ acceptable friends. 
You would nol have expected 
Enoch Powell to be acceptable. He 


Unsteady landings 


birds augur well. Adrienne, grazed 
by a cockatiel as slıe leaves lıer 
masseuse, begins to feel a bit better 
about her life. 

In the lille story of Moore's previ- 
ous collection, Like Life, a woman is 
told that slıe has pre-cancerous cells 
in her thrunl, "Preecancer,” she says 
— “Isn't that . . . like life?" Illness 
and dealh fin particıılar cancer) 
have always hover'ed at the edlges of 
Moore's stories, bul never perhaps 
as paintully as in the penultitnale 
slory here, in which a molher 
cones lu terms wilh hur baby's 
cancer. The slory lurns into a 
median on linear narrative (“A 
beginning, au ene: there sevtns In 
le ucttler"! and ihe power cf wit 
and Ile imagination lo console. 

Wi has ilwnys been the firsl 
wenpan Ihat Moores ch %8 
reach for in their defence aguinsl 
pai, and they are experts al had 
puns atk slips of soul and sense. 
“Goulbye” becomes "coulkl cry", 
"micdiafric oncology" is casier us 
"Peel Onk", 

Chosen as onc of Girarta's Besl 
Young American Novelisis in 1996, 

and ihc author of two novels, Ana- 
grams {1986) aıd Who Will Run 
The Frog Hospital? (1994), Moore 


. is often praised for an ability to 


combiue a brittle verbal brilliance 
and a never-sentinıental conıpas- 


Kasla Boddy 


Birds of America 
by Lorrie Moore 


Faber 292pp £9.99 

IKE ıhe birds lhey observe 
L living “punishing, uııblessed 

lives, winging it north, south, 
here, lhere", Lorrie Mnor'e's charac- 
ters are constantly searching “for a 
place of rest”, In one story a mother 
and duughter tour Ireland, search- 
ing for buth “the pasl of America” 
und lhcir lost innocence, while in 
another, 1wo inen, enbiarking upon 
an uneasy lave affair, travel around 
the southern sites il always 
seen lu CRC up iN CELeTÎes. 

Birds OF Americ, lileral and 
metaphorical, NM throught ا‎ 
the 12 storiws in this, Muorı"s thircl 
collection. “I'm trying to got 
birs Lo kand in the sare yur,” says 
owe character, bul {his is usually i 
vain ambiliun. Th kindinygs that aru 
ucehivud generully lur out to be 
unwelcome ûr at bust precarluus, 

Predalury crows shriek in lhe 
backyard of Allen, who can't cune 
to rms with the dvath of her cat, 
and also of Ruth, whose restless- 
ness has "coıne falsely lu rest” in a 
dream-goıte-wrong House ard who 
has to resort to a gun. Only In the 
firel slory, "Terrific Mother", do 


SPORT 31 


Football Premiership: Southampton 1 Aston Villa 4 


Dublin faces sterner tests 


fully jinking feet of Matthew Le 
Tissier eight minutes into the sec- 
ond half. With thoughts of beating 
the leaders driving their play, Dave 
Jones's players surged forward on 
the attack. Within two minutes Ugo 
Ehiogu's altempterl clearance frou 
the impressive Sluart Ripley’s cross 
whacked the Villa bar, encouraging 
Southampton to believe (hat this 
was lhe perfect lactic, 

Bul ln realily the Saints had 
mcrely forgotten their stalus — and 
their plan. In piling forward “they 
left the back (loor' opeu again", be 
moanel the belcaguered Jones. 
Villa Iook full aclvaıtage. Gond pun’ 
uray runs from iuidfiuld helpecl 
restore lhe visitors lead, Dublin 
mulling the ball past Pad Jones from 
20 yarcls. 

Goal No 3 was sparked by Gareth 
Barry's quick ball out of defence to 
Stan Collymore, whose equally 


quick pass 1o Paul Merson was 
swept home by lhe Euglunkl for- 
ward, and the luuril carnv near the 
end when Ehiogu nuded clown 
Hendris curr, and | nublin licker 


atl û ının 
Voll f: 


Ihe Government's 
Force, lis bevn 
ppumied as ù A busier" hy 
the Foulball Association, whiclı in 
trying tu ck down uu kruwink 
disciplinary prolblens. Nir Ban will 
ge up all hore cules whet hw 
arts his new jub ou Janu:u'y 4 wı it Û 
three-year COMTKCL adler LB veins 
with the pr is official remil ix 
lu ovrTSCU is f linancii HU 
lritics, drug aber retcixrrrrThIieTT! 
plny and general misconducl. 


Martin Thorpe at the Deli 


HE nate on everyone's lipa 

was, naturally, Dion Dublin, Bul 
those sreking a more accurate yarcl- 
stick for Villa's title aspirations 
should perhaps think of London, 
Manchester or Liverpool. 

In Ihe next 28 days Arsenal, 
United and Anfleld's currently 
palsied crew will Jock at Villa Park 
for the first tine this season, andl It 
is the result of these three ganıcs 
rather [han the five goals in tle new 
strikecr's first two starls which is 
likely to offer a flrmer’ fix on Villa's 
clıampionship hopes. 

This is nol 1o cletract frn 
Dublin's achievements. Villa's ncw 
$95 million signug has alded 
polency lo the cause, but an oppor 
tunisl punisher of lax (lefendiug is 
nol going {ov win every match, espt- 
cially againsl Arsenal anıl Unltedl. 

As Jnlın Gregory looks to turn a 
clubrecard slart of 13 Lengue 
games undlclealed into Villa's fist 
championship truphy since 1981, 
these fixlurus will test his side's 
other qualities. Su it should bw 
uuteel it (here was a petiod iı (his 
much when the Premiership lad- 
rs wre more thin malchecl by thu: 
side languishing at the btln. 

ANer Dublin upeneel Ue scaring 
with a header after just Iwo mint, 
Villa struggled lo find the invention 
tu shake ofl Southamplon's press 
ing game. They kepl possession for 
lougt periods bil loa often were 
forced bıckwarls lo de so, despile 
ihe chirmpy midfield promptings of 
Lee Hendrie, 

Villa were perhaps thankful tut 
Suulhampton wqualisecl, {he gral 
crufledl and scurecl by the wonder- 


Cricket Tour match 


Victory boost 
for England 


OTSO MUCH from the jaws 

of defeat as halfway down its 
gullet, England snatched a 
remarkable victory over 
Queensland, writes Mike 
Selvey in Cairna. With five 
wickets down for 74 overnight, 
they needed a further 68 runs 
on Sunday on a heavily cracked 
pitch. The game seemed well 
and truly up when the ninth 
wicket fell at 106. 

Then a remarkable transfor- 
mation followed as Robert Croft 
and Alan Mullally eked out a 
partnership that, run by run, 
aver by over, brought England to 
the brink and finally to victory, 
The win was secured in the sixth 
over after lunch, when Croft 
pushed a single off Michael 
Kasprowicz, whose inspired 
bowling had threatened to 
steamroller England, 

The boost to the England 
cffort by the last two matcher 
has been incalculable, In 
Adelaide, it was Graham Thorpe 
atıd Mark Ramprakaslı who con- 
structed an unbroken record 
fifth wicket partnership of 377 
to save A game that seemed 
dvomed. 

Here, the last ditch alliance 
actually won the day. Earlier, 
Queensland had made 209 in 
their first innings to which the 
visitors replied with 192. 
England's bowlers skittled out 
the home side for 124 second 
timıe round, but the tourists 
quickîy' founcl themselves 
struggling again. 


3 Grass contains heroin? (4) 

4 SeeS5down 

5,4 The Tressell novel shored up 
old painters' rights? Groat! 
(6,9,15) 

6 Doctor's ER medic admıtlied 
West Coast Clty Raniers (10) 

7 Little Bighorn loser took Latin 
mass (7) 

8 Broadminded house-party? (7) 

Versallles negotlator Attlae cut 

off cold water abroad (10} 

Bird-fancler Koestler had 

nothing to ose (7) 

Caught with Latîn In ascending 

transport? Give Inl (7) 

Player swapping ends revived 


...7( 

. .. Unked getting sliver? You 
bet... 5} . 2 

. .. Bobby, centre-forward, 
nobbledi the Itallan back (4} 


Last week's solution 
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Cryptic CFOSSWOrd by Plodge 


spaceship in Asia {7) 


18 Model for the stars? Your first 
error, silly! {6) 

20 Not the first Job for late arrivals: 
(6,4) 


21 Anauıral virus was In the alr (4): 
24 Stup squabbles, by tha 

. sound of lt (5) . 
25 Former players, by the way, 

j. `. were drunk (9) : - : 

286 .Otlovg they're fee () . . 
27. Cartalh coppers, Indeed {7) 

2 : ا‎ 
"1 Hue ad ry for sûÖmeining to 


. starta Fiesta, perhaps (5)' 


.. 2. Imerihinlatenfel Imita? {7}. : 


1 Draw level, talking posh? 
hat sauicel (7) 
5 Thorough physloal exam with 
arilst replacing setter (7) . 
8 Bifl's occupatlan ls rtveting {0} 
Singular axpresslon for a blt of 
bread (5} 2 
First (Initia) offer already 
written! (4} 
Cross off make-up man taking 
the foreign subject for 9? (10). 
Time off with a couple of 
fifties? Chicken feed! {6}. 
Me? Blurt *Oîf tothe: 
i gullotinel?(). 
.: Ready money, say, lor ` ` 


era 


106-year history. Phil Thompson, 
the former Liverpool and England 
defender, has been named as his 
assistant. 

Another stalwart to sever Hinks 
with his Premiership club was Peter 
Schmelchel. He will be saying 
farewell to top-flight English football 
at the end of the season alter keep 
ing goal for Manchester United for 
ınore than seven years. 

Schmeichel, 35 this week, saicl 
the rigours of English football were 
taking too much toll on his borly. A 
move to a foreign club in order to 
prolong his career cannot be ruled 
out. He has helped the Reds to win 
12 major trophies during his time, 
and Alex Ferguson, the manager, 
acknowledged the significance of 
the Danish international's contribu- 
tion, “Peter has beer a model pte- 
fessional wlıo has inspired and 
influenced everyonıe,” he said. 

Australian Mark Bosnich, avall- 
able on free transfer from Aston Villa 
in June, is said to be Ferguson's prz- 
ferred choice as successor to Srlınne- 
iclrel. 


EE WESTWOOD capturerl (le 
aiheiyo Masters tille at 
Golrmba, Japan, to become the firsl 
golfer to win the tournament thee 
years running. The Briton, far 
whum il was a sixth title of {he sea- 
son and the 12th of his career, wur 
by two shols from Masashi Ozaki, 
whe shot a beslofthe«lay five-under 
B7 for a 13-uncler total of 27. West’ 
wuatl banked $175,000 fur his work. 


‘TRIPLE whanmy for Greg 

Rusedski. The No 2 of British 
tennis failed to qualify for the lucı'a- 
tive ATP Championship in Hanover 
later this month. He lost out after 
Yevgeny Kalelnikov, needing to win 
his hame Loıırnament in Moscow to 
clinch the eighth and final place, 
duly defealtecl Goran Ivanisevic 7-6, 
7-6. Ruseclski, who was beaten 7-5, 
7-6 by Sweden's Thomas Johansson 
in the Stocklıolm Open, also lost his 
clıaııce to be in the top 10 at the end 
of the year and to reclaim the British 
No 1 apot from Tim Henman, who 
will be the only Briton in Hanover. 


ENNY DALGLISH, who made 


jugan Sth 2, Inwemess CT 2; 
Siirling Alb 2, Partick 0. 

Leading poaitlonsı 1. Livingston (75-34; 
2, Invemesg CT {15-33}; 3, Ciyde (15-25). 


„Third Divislon 
Albion 3, Eesi Stiring 1; Berwick 3, 
Cowdenbi 


baath 1; Dumbarton 1, Brechin 2; 


‘Mon 0 erçupomuk pusenmuk 0; RoBS CoO 6, .. 
leona. ا‎ RS RE 
Leading if, Ross Cqniy (16-38) . |: 
:2, ا ا‎ ak a 


` Fife 1, Forlar O: 


Sports Diary Shiv Sharma 


End of an 


HE CURTAIN finally came 

down on a great footballing 

era last week when Roy 
Evans parted company with Liver 
pool after nearly 33 years of unbro- 
ken service as player, coach and 
mani! . 
With him went the last of the 
"Shankly Boys" who betweeıı then 
won 10 championships and four 
European Cups to make Liverpool 
Britain's most successful club, After 
learning his trade alongside suclı 
legends as Bill Shankly, Bob 
Paisley, Joe Fagan and Kenny 
lalglish, Evans was appointed 
Liverpool manager in January 1994 


٩ 
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Chess Leonard Barden 


readers, So, clear friends, demand 
siipporit from your politicians, bus} 
ness cliiefs and media for this ls a 
match the world wants. 


V Anand v V Korchnol, Tilburg 
1 Nf3 d5 2 d4 Nf 3 c4 e6 4 


Ne3 c5 5 cxd5 cxd4 4 Cua4 
Nxd5 7 a4 Nnua S Qxc3 NcG 9 


“a3 Bd7 10 Be2 Rc8 11 0-0 Na5 


12 Qd3 Ba4 13 Qxd8+ Rxd8 14 
Be3 Nb3 15 Bd1! One simple 
move refutes Black's opening strat 
egy based on 15 Rad1? Bc5 wiih 
good chances to simplify and draw. 
b5 16 Bxb3 Bxb3 17 Rfcl e5 li 
Be? 18 NdZ! wins at least a pawn. 18 
Nxe5 a6 19 Nc6 Resigns. lf RT 
20 Naš Be6 21 Rc6 wins a second 
pawn, after which White can mop up. 


Ruth Sheldon won the world girls hllowing the resignation of Grae! 
under-18 championship for England EE 


Roy Evans . . . 33 years’ service 


. Sadly. despite his loyal service, 
his Felgn was not an unqualified stic- 
cess, yielding as it lid only one tro- 
hy — the 1995 League Cup after a 
“1 victory over Bollon Wanderers. 
In July, the Merseyside club waverl 
goodbye to the so-called boot room 
Iradition of promoting fron within 
hy appointing Gérard Houllier, the 

ler French national team coach, 
to share managerial responsibilities 
ا‎ Evans. 

Yans's departure signaled tlıe 
abandonment of the twin-manager 
Experiment by the club and the 
Onset of a new dawn as Houllier was 


€d sole responsibility to recap- 324 appearances for Celtic as a 
lure the former glories for Liver- | footballer, and Jim Kerr, lead singer 
who were eliminated from the | of Sinıple Minds, head a consortium 
e thington Cup last week and are j aiming to take over the top Scottish 

Ealing in the bottom half of the | club. They reportedly seek to take 
He is he fi ا‎ at ا‎ Glasgow 0 1 a 
rst foreigner to have | $230 million buy-out with backing 
ll control at Anfleld În the club's | from the City. 
Football results 
A FOSUS 
[A CARLING PREM ٤ 400 
een | EAE 
henley qf; Chelsea 2, Wimbledon O: 
er Utd 3: Blac SPO 1, Leeda ; | SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FEI harim Fuwect 2. Dory Se oye 1 r 4. Conan 1: Fakdrk 1, Ralth 1: Monon O, 
aT viect Horn Leleeale 2 Aare ol ramite 1, Stran her 2: Hibemyan P, 
rts 20, 2 Oner 1, Aston Vila (played 12- | St Miren P. 
" Men td (12-25; 3, Arenal (13-24), | Leading poaltlonası 1, Ayr (15-28. 
Batlonwlda 2, Hibarnian (14-20); 3, Airûrle (15-27). 
Frat Diviag n 0 ر‎ . 
Sircley 0, Second Divielon 
smth 1: Bimingham O, Oxlord Arbroath 2, Livingston 2; Ciyde 2, Alloa 1; Esl 


“١ 


1 


with 9/11 earlier this month. 
Saitek's £10,000 coaching supporl 
proved a great success. 


No 2550 


NO DBDOONO 


ab Cc de f gh 
Utult Adianto v Vadim Milov, Biel 
1994. White (to move) won against 
Black's best clefence by a neat five 
move sequence, Black has little 
choice «o 1 thought this was fairly 
easy unlil I tried it onı year-old Mir 
rugan wlıo recently drew with a GM. | 
He foun it hard ancl took two hours. ا‎ 
80 see low your own skills (or those ا‎ 
of your talented child) compare. 


No 2549: 1 Kgt b3 2 K6 Bb 3 
Ke4 Nc3+ 4 K3 00-0 mate. 


ISHY Anand really ought to 
challenge Garry Kasparov for 
lis world title after the Indian's lat- 
est success at Fontys Tilburg, 
where he led all the way. Apart from 
his stutter at Dortuund, Anand has 
dominated recent élite events and is 
closing in on Kasparov at the top of 
the Fide rankings. 
Meanwhile the ever-receding 


Fide world championglıin.. nila 


_ Vegas bhae-tcrtı pos{poned undil the 
end of next year, which pushes 
Czech Telecom's $3 million bid for a 
unified world title well into 2000. 
Kasparov wants a match; he hasn't 
defended since 1995, when he beat 
a less experienced Anand in New 
York. And though a unity series 
may happen if a big name like 
Adams, Kramnik or Polgar wins in 
Las Vegas, what if the unstable 
knockout system throws up 
Rublevsky, Krasenkov or the unpro- 
nounceable Zvjaginsev? What if the 
Fide event and ifs Russian sponsor 
tall victim to the fading rouble? 

Thanks to Anand, chess is a 
major sport in India, and he is a role 
model to his nation's talented chil- 
dren. Indians won boy and girl 
world under-10 titles in 1996 and 
1997 and were again among the 
leaders in the 1998 championships 
that ended recently in Spain. 

It's surely time for the Indian 
government and sports ministry to 
launch a bid. Even if half the match 
was played in Europe, cight or ten 


umes iu Delhi, Calcutla or d's 
gaunes in Delhi, Calg EEE a 


massive sell-out ancl bring global 
publicity for the country where 
chess began. There's also a long 
tradition in chess — in 1907, 1910, 
1921, 1929, 1935 and most recently 
in Kasparov v Short 1993 —- of title 
matches played on the challenger’s 
soil, provided his compeatriols can 
raise the money. 

Why should this writer's opinion 
nıatter? Because the Guardian and 
the Guardian Weekly have a large 
and influeutial circulation in India, 
where this column is also syndi- 
cated. Almost a quarter of the near- 
record entry for ouır last arımual 
chess puzzle came from Indian 


30 LEISURE 


N AUSTRALIA arguments rage 
[ about the proposed slaughter of 
4 million kangaroos, the world’s 
largest cull of wîld animals. Farmers 
complain that roos are a threat to 
crops and are spreading disease. 
The often illegal huntiog of these 
animals, where the fittest are taken, 
leaves weaker individuals prone to 
viral disease, which is affecting nil 
lions of individuals. 

Not surprisingly, conservationists.) - 
and animal welfare groups at€ out” 
raged ard arê calling for a mora- 
torium on hunting. One impassionecl 
caınpaigner nppeared on television, 
arguing that kangaroos belonged to 
tlıe wor'lcl, and that we should inter- 
vene on tlıeir behalf, But before 
Brillsh caruservationlsts respond, I 
would urge them look at what is 
happening in our own backyarls. 

The growing UK hit-list of wild 
animals — which includes badgers, 
deer, grey squirrels, ruddy ducks 
and mink — has recently had the 
wild boar added to it, Once as emr 
blematic of British forests as the 
kangaroo is of the Australian out- 
back, the wild boar became extinct 
in the wild during the Middle Ages. 

A small number remained in 
fenced enclosures around the counr 
try a§ a beast of the chase, but al 
though notoriously difficult to keep 
fencecl in, they never managed to 
survive in sufficient numbers to 
brced in the wild. 


ILLUSTRATION: BARRY LARHING 


be hundreds more roaming the 
countryside ancl that they pose a 
threat to dormestlc pigs through dis- 
ease, ad a risk to public safety, The 


large populations of wild boar living 
close to large populations of people, 
but then they lıave more forest that 
we do. The reason for this is be- 


- ساس ەس 


. jin haamnmm 
a rakî n 2 government, HRS PLR NOR Sloughs they liberate dormant 
ders li captivity have increased, Jue | five-fold in the next five years. seeds ofl wildflowers, reduce 


to their emergence as a novelty food 
item. During the great slorm of 
1987, winds and fallen trees broke 
fences on wild boar farms in the 
south of England and some es 
caped. For the past 12 years or s0 
they have re-vulunTsêt wuudsrmin 

ing their own business and breed- 


Genetically, wild boar are quite 
distinct from domestic breeds. They 
are lar'ge, powerful animals, and can 
be dangerous if cornered — al- 
though there have been no reports 
ûf anybody being attacked. Never- 
theless [arming interests are calling 
for a cull, using high-powered rifles. 


bracken and give the processes of 
natural regeneration a kick-start, If 
we want help in regenerating our 
woodlands, we shoııld be encourag- 
ing their return and allowing them 
the freedom to recolonise woodland 
further afield. 

The hysterical pig-sticking in the 


press is being whipped up by the 
ignorance and selfinterest of the 
land-owning and farming lobby, 
which sees anything wild a6 a threat 
1o their livelihood. And, as in 
Australia, theirs is a livelihood the 
rest of us pay dearly for, 


Although the Goverment has not 
yet decided what to do, the anticlp- 
ated slaughter has been described 
with relish by one newspaper as the 
“biggest wild boar hunt in England 
since the Middle Ages”. 

Many European countries have 


ing successfully, perhaps for the 
first time in 700 years. 

The Ministry of Agriculture esti- 
mates there are about 120 wild boar 
at large in the south of England. 
However, organisations concerned 
wiih pig-breeding claim there may 


if his heart holding was ¥ Qxx. € 
might resent the fact that I a5 
about to nake a lucky slanı. On the 


8 WE VI 
scrupulous enough to be prelendr 
ing to hold a “doomed” queen 
hearts — after all, 1 might havê 
¥ Kxx, when he would wish o ا‎ 
courage me to finesse. through. 
hand and not play for the drop. 

Have you decided yet whet 


would do? This was the full 


North 

»* Q104 

VAJ0987 

¢ None 

aKQJ9 

East . 

os 2A2 
3 42 
g97 62 

` South 
: 4KJ65 
1 . K4 ا‎ 
: AMS r, 


--Î would he be doing that? Of course, | Fı 


“Î ther îrarid; “tits Wer 


34 
Pan 
(1)A transfer bid, showing a heart suil. 
(2) Showing where my values lay — if 

partner wes worried about the spades, 


It could be right to play In 3NT. 
{3) He had a lraln to catch! 


West, a particularly unpleasant 
opponent, led the king of diamonds, 
and my partner put down this 
dummy: 


4Q 104 ¥AJ 10987 #None #KQJ9 


Six clubs would have been a fine 
contract, but it was too late for that 
now. In six hearts, I would need to 
avoid losing a trick to the queen of 
trumps. The normal play would be 
to lay down the king, in case of a sln- 
gleton queen with East, then finesse 
against West. Playing for the drop, 
or playing East for the queen, offer 

much inferior odds. 
` Î was about to make the pêercent- 


: age play when I looked up, and saw |: 


. that West was glaring at me ‘with 
more than his usual venom.’ Why 


Bridge Zia Mahmood 


opponents at the bridge 

. TH may be 
because they're rude, unethical and 
overbearing — or perhaps it's 
because we always seem to hold 
1 ard foolish biun- 
Jers when we play them. Not unnat- 
urally, we find it harder than usual 
to concentrate agalnst our bgies 
noires, weakening our play still fur- 
ther. But, by the same token, there 
is no sweeter triumph than when we 
finally manage to beat them. 

A maxim ‘Î first learned in 
Australia says that whenever you 
have a two-way finesse to take, in a 


you should always finesse through 


. whom we” 


Quick crossword no. 445 


Across 


1 OClose-in cricket 
leider (5,3-3) 

9 Vetoed (9) 
10 Fuss (3} 
11 Recess (5) 
13 Kind of battery 

with non-lquld 


electrolyte] 
14 Please (anag) — 
pass by {6) 
15 Of the flesh — 
sensual (6) 
18 Many-slded 
igure (7) 
20 Under (5) 


21 Religious female position such a8:. 
8) #AJ10 
22 Expensive, #K66. 


opulent (8) 


24 Show — protest 8 Sophisticated the opponent you dislike most. This 
(1) (7-4) way, if the finesse wirıs, you'll be one 
12 Dare (9) up on the enemy; if it loses, you 
Down 16 Referee (7) won't have lost to the opponent who 
ك‎ 4 17 Intense dislike (6) gloats afterwards, A variation on this 
2 Anger (3) 19 Zest (5) theme came ıip in a deal from rubber 
3 Bounty (7) 23 Striking — bridge recently. Thia was my hand: 
4 Disease (6) „ Unconscious — E 2 
6 Tricky — dismissed (3) #KJ65 YK4 #A103 #A1054 
dangerous — 0 1 1 
ا جا ا ج 1 ا‎ 
Brotherly {9) . . girong: no trump, on 
7 Bedspread (11) .wentllkethie ' ...“. 


